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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

CASE NO._________________ 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC, 
a Florida Limited Liability Company, and  
BRIAN MURPHY, Individually, 

Defendants. 
___________________________________/ 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL BY DEFENDANTS,  
HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC AND BRIAN MURPHY

Defendants, HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC and BRIAN MURPHY (collectively, 

"Defendants"), by and through their undersigned counsel and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 

1441(a), and 1446, hereby remove this action currently pending in the Circuit Court of the Eleventh 

Judicial Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida, to the United States District Court for the 

Southern District of Florida.  The removal of this action is based upon the following:  

1. On or about April 9, 2018, Plaintiff filed her Complaint in the Circuit Court of the 

Eleventh Judicial Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida, entitled Eugenia Isabel Vega vs. 

Herbs By The Pound, LLC and Brian Murphy, Case No. 2018-011202-CA-01 (the "State Action").  

On or about April 30, 2018, a copy of the State Action was served on Defendants. This constituted 

the first legal notice of the State Action for purposes of removal. 

2.  True and correct copies of all process, pleadings and orders that were served on 

Defendants in the State Action are attached hereto as Composite Exhibit "A," and are 
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incorporated herein by reference pursuant to Rule 10(c), Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  No 

other process, pleadings, or orders have been served upon Defendants in the State Action. 

3. The Complaint seeks damages pursuant to the Fair Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C. 

§201, et seq. ("FLSA") and the Family and Medical Leave Act, 29 U.S.C. § 2601 et seq.

("FMLA").  This is a civil action over which the United States District Courts have original 

jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, because this action arises under the FLSA and FMLA.  

4. Under federal question jurisdiction, the United States District Courts "have original 

jurisdiction of all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States."  

28 U.S.C. § 1331.  Any civil case filed in a state court may be removed by a defendant to federal 

court if the case originally could have been brought in federal court.  See, e.g., Ayers v. Gen. Motors 

Corp., 234 F.3d 514, 517 (11th Cir. 2000); Joseph v. Nichell's Caribbean Cuisine, Inc., 862 F. 

Supp. 2d 1309, 1311 (S.D. Fla. 2012). 

5. This Notice of Removal has been timely filed within thirty (30) days after receipt 

by Defendants of the initial pleading setting forth the claims for relief upon which removal is 

based.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b). 

6. A copy of this Notice of Removal, along with a separate Notice of Filing Notice of 

Removal, is simultaneously being filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial 

Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida and served on counsel for Plaintiff.  28 U.S.C. § 

1446(d). 

7. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a), the removal of the State Action to the United 

States District Court for the Southern District of Florida is proper because this district embraces 

the place in which the State Action has been pending, i.e., the Circuit Court of the Eleventh Judicial 

Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
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WHEREFORE, Defendants, HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC and BRIAN MURPHY, 

hereby remove this case to the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. 

Dated:  May 30, 2018 
West Palm Beach, FL Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Eric A. Gordon 
Eric A. Gordon  
Florida Bar Number:  071341 
Email:  eric.gordon@akerman.com 
AKERMAN LLP 
777 South Flagler Drive 
Suite 1100 West Tower 
West Palm Beach, Florida  33401 
Tel: (561) 653-5000 
Fax: (561) 659-6313 
Attorneys for Defendants 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on May 30, 2018, I electronically filed the foregoing document 

with the Clerk of the Court using CM/ECF.  I also certify that the foregoing document is being 

served this day on all counsel and parties of record identified on the below Service List in the 

manner specified, either via transmission of Notices of Electronic Filing generated by CM/ECF or 

in some other authorized manner for those counsel or parties who are not authorized to receive 

electronically Notices of Electronic Filing. 

/s/ Eric A. Gordon
Eric A. Gordon 
Florida Bar No. 071341 

SERVICE LIST 

Jason S. Remer, Esq. 
Remer & Georges-Pierre, PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Tel:  (305) 416-5000 
Fax:  (305) 416-5005 
EMail: jremer@rgpattorneys.com  

Attorneys for Plaintiff, Eugenia Isabel Vega  
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FORM 1.997. CIVIL COVER SHEET 

The civil cover sheet and the information contained in it neither replace nor supplement the filing and service of pleadings 
or other documents as required by law. This form must be filed by the plaintiff or petitioner for the use of the Clerk of 
Court for the purpose of reporting judicial workload data pursuant to section 25.075, Florida Statutes. (See instructions for 
completion.) 

I. CASE STYLE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA 
Plaintiff 

vs. 
HERBS BY THE POUND LLC, BRIAN MURPHY 
Defendant 

II. TYPE OF CASE 

D Condominium 
0 Contracts and indebtedness 
0 Eminent domain 
0 Auto negligence 
0 Negligence - other 

0 Business governance 
0 Business torts 
0 Environmental/Toxic tort 
0 Third party indemnification 
0 Construction defect 
0 Mass tort 
0 Negligent security 
0 Nursing home negligence 
0 Premises liability - commercial 
0 Premises liability - residential 

0 Products liability 
0 Real Property/Mortgage foreclosure 

0 Commercial foreclosure $0 - $50,000 
0 Commercial foreclosure $50,001 - $249,999 
D Commercial foreclosure $250,000 or more 
0 Homestead residential foreclosure $0 - 50,000 
0 Homestead residential foreclosure $50,001 -

$249,999 
D Homestead residential foreclosure $250,000 or 

more 
D Non-homestead residential foreclosure $0 -

$50,000 
D Non-homestead residential foreclosure 

$50,001 - $249,999 

Case No.: _______ _ 
Judge: ________ _ 

D 

D 
D 
D 

D 

Non-homestead residential foreclosure 
$250,00 or more 
Other real property actions $0 - $50,000 
Other real property actions $50,001 - $249,999 
Other real property actions $250,000 or more 

Professional malpractice 
D Malpractice - business 
D Malpractice - medical 
D Malpractice - other professional 

Other 
D Antitrust/Trade Regulation 
D Business Transaction 
D Circuit Civil - Not Applicable 
D Constitutional challenge-statute or 

ordinance 
D Constitutional challenge-proposed 

amendment 
D Corporate Trusts 
~ Discrimination-employment or other 
D Insurance claims 
D Intellectual property 
D Libel/Slander 
D Shareholder derivative action 
D Securities litigation 
D Trade secrets 
D Trust litigation 
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COMPLEX BUSINESS COURT 

This action is appropriate for assignment to Complex Business Court as delineated and mandated by the 
Administrative Order. Yes D No ~ 

Ill. REMEDIES SOUGHT (check all that apply) : 
IZI Monetary; 
D Non-monetary declaratory or injunctive relief; 
D Punitive 

IV. NUMBER OF CAUSES OF ACTION: ( 
(Specify) 

V. IS THIS CASE A CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT? 
D Yes 
IZI No 

VI. HAS NOTICE OF ANY KNOWN RELATED CASE BEEN FILED? 
IZI No 
D Yes - If "yestt list all related cases by name, case number and court: 

VII. IS JURY TRIAL DEMANDED IN COMPLAINT? 
IZI Yes 
D No 

I CERTIFY that the information I have provided in this cover sheet is accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief, and 
that I have read and will comply with the requirements of Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.425. 

Signature s/ Jason S Remer 
Attorney or party 

FL Bar No.: 165580 

Jason S Remer 04/09/2018 
(Type or print name) 

(Bar number, if attorney) 

Date 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
11111 JlJDlCIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 
and other $llnilarly situated individuals, 

Pl~intiff, 

vs. Case No. 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 
a Florida Limited Liability Company.and 
BRiAN MURPHY, Individually. 

Defendants. 
I 

---~-------------~------------------

COMPLAINT 

(OPT-IN PURSUANTTO 29 U.S.C § 216(B)) 

C.OMES NOW, the Plaintiff, EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA ("Plaintiff'), and. other 

similarly-situated individuals, by and through the undersigned counsel, }.lereby sues Defendants, 

HERBS BY TlfE POUND, LLC ·a Florida Limited Liability Company and BRJAN lv1URPHY, 

Individually (Collectively "Defendants'~), and in s~pport avers as· follows: 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. This. is an action by the Plaintiff and other similarly-sitllated individuals for damages 

exceeding $15,000 exeluding attorneys' fees .or costs pursuant to the Fair Labor Standards 

Act, as amended (29 U..S .C. §201 , et seq., hereinafter called th~ "FLSA"), violations of the 

Family Medical Leave Act, 29 U.S.(,:. § 2601 et seq. (''FMLA"}~. and w rongful , retaliatory 

di.scharge, to recover unpaid .overtime and/or minimum wages, ·an additional equal amount 

as liquidated damages, obtain declaratory relief, and reasonahle a,ttorneys' fees and costs. 
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2~ The jurisdiction of the Court over Plaintiff's ~'FLSA" and "FMLA" caJ.im~ is based upon 

29 u.s.c .. §216(b}. 

3. Plaintiff was a:t all times relevant to this action, an,d continues to be, .. a residel)t. of Miami 

Dade County Florida? within the jurisdiction of this Honorable Cotµ1. Plaintiff is a covered 

~mployee for puryoses of the ~'FLSA" and the "FMLA". 

4. Defendant, .HERBS BY THE POUND, LLCl having its main place of bu~ness in Mirurii 

Dade .County, Florida,. where Plairttiff worked for Defendant and at all times material 

hereto was and is engaged in interstate co.nunerce. 

5. Defendant, HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC, is a corporate officer of, and exercised 

operational control over the activities ot: corporate Defondant, HERBS BY THE POUND, 

LLC. 

6. Venue is proper in Miami Dade because all of the -actions that focrn the basis of this 

Complaint occuned within. Miami Dade County and payment was. due in Miami Dade 

C9unty. 

7. All conditions precedent for the filing of this action before this· Court have been previously 

met,. includingi:he e~haustio11 of all pertinent administrative procedures and remedies. 

PLAINTIJ!'F'S FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS AS TO "FLSA;' CLAIMS 

8. Plaintiff perform~d work for Defendants as a non-exempt employee packaging and 

cleanh1g herbs from on .or about October 1-0, 201 1 to on or about December 4, 2017. 

9. At aU times material h~reto, Plaintiff and Defendants were engaged ih ah implied 

agreement whereby Plaintiff would be employed by Defendants and that Plaintiff would 

be properly paid as provided for by, and not in violation of, the laws. of the United States 

.and the State of Florida. 
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10. Dwing the time peiiod from October 10, 2011 to on or about D~cemb~r. 4, 2017, 

Defendants failed to compensate Plaintiff ·at the required overtime rate of one and a half 

times Plaintiffs regular rate Of pay for all hours worked in exces·s bf fo1ty ( 40) within a 

sing~e wqrk \:\'.eek. 

1 L During the relevant time period~ Plaintiff performed approximately twelve (12) overtime 

hours eacP. monthfor·which Defendants fai..led to pay .Plaintiff at.the required overtime rate. 

12. Plaintiff VEGA was paid fourteen dollars and fifty cents ($ l4.5Q) for hours worked weekly. 

13. At all tiln~s material heteto Defendru'lt had or ·should have nad full knowledge of all hours 

worked by Plaintiff, including. those hours worked by Plaintiff VEGA in excess of forty 

(40) in a given week. 

14. Therefore, ·Plaintiffs overtime rate is $21.75 ($14:50 (hourly rate) (x) 1:5=$21.75]. 

Plaintiff seeks this rate for ·each ·of Plaintiff approximate twelve, (12) hours of unpaid 

overtime. monthly. 

15. Defe11dants: failed to pay Plaintiff for hours above forty .(40).. 

16 .. As su,ch, Plaihtiffis owed.approximately $20,880.00 ($2,L75 (overtime ra,te) (x) 12 (hours 

ofove1time) (x) 80. months in uriliquidated overtime wages). 

17. Therefore, from on or about October 10., 1011 to on ot about'Decerriber 4, 2017, Plaintiff 

is owed approximately $20,880.00. in unpaid unliquidated overtime wages, plus an 

additional equal amount .~ liquidated damages-, totaling $4i,760.00. 

18. Pla,intiff has retained the undersigned couuse1 in .order that her ri@lts and int'erests may ·be: 

protected.. The Plaintiff has thus become obligated to pay the undersign~d. a :reaso11able 

aU9mey' s f ee. 
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PLAI NTIFF'S !<'ACTUAL .Al,LEGAT IONS AS T O THE"FMLA" CLAIMS 

19. On or. about October 201 7, Plaintiff requested two weeks off from work due to ·undergoing 

a surgical procedur.e. 

20. Plaintiffs s.upervisor Mali'Luz approved Plaintiff's request fot time off. 

21. Thereafte~·,.Plaintiff had sm:gery on or.about.November 14, 2017. 

22. Plaintiff's surgery was not successful; therefore, Plaintiff's doctor postponed Plaintiffs 

return to work date l:lntil December 4, .2017. 

23. On or about, Nov.ember 22, 2017, .Phrintiff informed and provided documentation to 

Defendants abouther medical condition. 

24. Subsequently;on or about December 4, 2017, Plaintiff returned to work as advised by her 

Doctor on light duty. 

25. Thefeafter, on or about Dece1Tiber4, 2017,, when Plaintiff returned to work, Plaintiff was 

terminated by her supervisor David, in retaliation of her disability. 

COUNT I 
Wage & J1our Ff!lferal Statutory Violation Against 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 

26. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs J through 18 

of this complaint as if set out in full herein. 

27. This action is brought by Plaintiff artd other similarly-situated assistant store managers to 

recover from Defendant unpaid overtime wage compensation, as well as an additional 

amount as liquidated damages, costs, and reasonable attorney's fees un~er the provisions 

of29 U.S.C. §. 201 et seq., and specifically under the provisions of 29 U.S.C. § 207. 

28. 29 U-8..C. § 207- (a)(l) states~" No employer shaU employ an:y of his employees .. , for a 

work week longer than 40 hours unless such employee receives compensation for his 
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employment in excess of th~ hours .above-specified at a rate not 1ess than .oµe and a half 

times the regular rate at which he is employed." 

29 .. Jurisdiction is conferred on this C.omt by Title 29 U.S.C. § 216(b). 

30. At aU times pertinent to this Complaint, Pefendant operated as an organization which sells 

and/or markets its ser\rices and/or goods to customer:s from throughout the-United States 

and also provides its services for goods sold and transported from aqross st~fo lines of other 

states-, and the· Defendant obtains and solicits funds from non-Florida sources, accepts 

funds from non-Florida sources, uses telephonic transmissions going over state lines to do 

its business. tran5mits funds outside the State of Fl9rida, and otherwise regularly engages 

in int~rst~te commerce, {>articularly with respect to its ·employees. 

31. Upon information and belief, the annual gross revenue of the Defendant was at all ti.mes 

material hereto in excess of $500,000 per annum, and~ b~ virtue of working in interstate 

commerce, othe1wise satisfies the FLSA's coverage requirements. 

32. By rea5on of the foregoing, the Defendant is and was, during all times hereaftermeptioned1 

an enterprise ·engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for commerce as defined 

in §§ 3 (r) and 3(s) of th~ FLSA, 29 U.S.C. § 203(r) and 203(s). Defendant':s business 

activities involve those to which the Fair Labor Standards Act applies. The· Plaintiffs work 

for the Defendant likew~se affects l.nterstate commerce. 

33-. Plaintiff seeks to recover for \lllpaid wages accumulated from the date of hire. 

34. At all times material hereto, the Defendant failed to comply with Title 29 U.S..C. §§ 201-

219 and 29 C.F.R. § 516.2 and § 516.4 et seq. in that Plaintiff performed services and 

worked in ~xcess of the inaximun'l hoQrs provided by the FLSA but -no provj.sion was made 
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by the Defendant to properly pay him at the rate of time and on~ half for all holirs worked 

in excess of forty hours (40) per workweek as provided in the FLSA. 

35. Defendant knew and/or showed reckless disregard of the provisions of the FLSA 

concerning· the payment of overtime and/or minimum wages as required by the Fo:i,ir Labor 

Standards Act and r!!main owing_ Plaintiff these unpaid wages sinc.e·the commenc.ement of 

Plaintiff's employment with.Defendant as set forth above .. As such, Plaintiff is entitled to 

recover d.ouble damage·s. 

36. Defendant never posted any nqtice,.as required by the Fair Labor Standards Act and Federa,l 

Law, to inform employees of their fedeqtl rights to overtime and/or minimwn wages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectf-q.lly ·prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adjµdge and decree that Defendant has violated the FLSA and bas done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disr.egard for Plaintiff's rights; 

B. A ward Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shoWJ.1 to be due for unpaid overtime 

wage compensation for hours worked in excess of fo1ty (40) weekly, with interest; and 

C. Award Plaintiff an equal amount in double damages/Hquidated damages; and 

D. Aw_ard Plaintiff the costs of .this action, together with a. reasonable attorneys' fees; anc;l 

E. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as the Couit deems just and proper under the 

cir.cumstances. 

F. Plaintiff demands trial by jury of all issues triab1<i! as of right by jury. 

COUNT II 
Wage & Hour Federal Statutory Viola.tion Against 

BRIAN MURPHY 
(Non-Payment of Wages) 

19 .. Plaintiff re-adopts each and every factual all.egatio.p as stated in paragraphs 1 through 18, 

of this Compl~int as if set out in full herein. 
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20, At the times mentioned, Defendant.BRlAN MURPHY was; and is now, a corporate officer 

ofcorporate Defendant HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC. 

21. Defendant BRIAN MURPHY was ai1 employer of1?l~ntitf Within the. meaning of Section 

3(d) of the '~Fair Labor Standards Act" (29 U.S.C. § 203(d)]. in that Defendant ·BRIAN 

MURPHY aeted .directly· in the interests of the corporate Defendant-employer in relation 

to tb~ employe~ of the corporate P.efeQ..dant-employer, inch1ding Plaintiff. 

22. The FLSA defines theterm "employer" broadly to· include "both the employer for· whom 

the employee. d~tectly works as well as 'any person acting directly or indirectly in the 

interests of an-employer in relation to an employee. "'1 

23. Based on this broad definfrion, Defendant.BRIAN MURPHY, in hts status as a corporate 

officer with ·Op~rational control of a Defenili,mt-corporation's. cover~d enterprise is an 

employer along with. the Defendant-corporation, jointly and. severally liable under the 

FLSA for unpaid wag~s. 112· 

24. De(endant BRlAN MURPHY willfully and intentiona1ly refused to properly pay Plaintiff 

wages. as .required by the law of the United States as set forth above Md rema:Jns owing 

Plaintiff these wages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant BRIAN 
MURPHY: 

A... Adjudge and decree that Defendant BRIAN MURPHY has violate.d the .FL.SA ~d has· 

done ·so Willfully, intentionally and with reckless disr~gard for Plaintiff S· rights; 

B. Adjudge and decree th.at Defendant BRIAN MURPIJY is a.ti individual with operational 

control and is, .thu~~jointly ·and severally liable under the FLSA for unpaid wages at issue; 

·1 :fosenifis v: Wall to Wall Residence Repairs, Jnc., 662 F.3d 129.2,. 1298 (11th Cir. '2011). 
2 Patei v. Wa~go, 803 F.2d 632, .637-38 (11th Cir.1986) 
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C. Award .Plaintiff actual damages in the amount shown to be due for unpaid wages) with 

interest; and 

D. Award Plaintiff an ·equal amount in double damages/Uquidated da~nages; and 

E. Award ·Plaintiff the ·costs of this action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; . . 

F. Grant Plaintiff such additional relief as th.e Court deems just and proper under the 

circumstances; and 

G. Grant Plaintiff a Trial by Jury. 

COUNT Ill 
Interference with Rights Under The F1l1LA Against 

HERBS BY THE PQUND, LLC 

44. Plaintiff re-ac\opts each anci every. factual allegation as stated in paragraphs 1 through 7; 19 

through 25, above as if set out in full herein. 

45. Plaintlffis an i11dividual entitled. to protection under the FMLA. 

4.6. Plaintiff is an employee within the meaning of the FMLA. 

4 7. Plaintiff engaged ·in protected activity within the meaning of the FMLA. 

48. Defendant's actions interfered with Plaintiff's lawful e?{ercise ·Of FMLA tights. 

49. Defendant's actions constitute vfolations of the FMLA. 

50. As a .result of Defendant's unlawful conduct, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to ·suffer 

damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the following relief against Defendant: 

A. Adj-(ldge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMLA and has done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter a judgment requiring that Defendant pay Plaintiff appropriate back paY;, front pay, 

benefits' adjustment, and :prejud~ent interest at amounts to be proved at trial for the 
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unlawful employment practices described herein; 

C. Award Plaintiff the costs of thi's action, together with a reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

D.. Grant Plaintiff such .additi.oncµ relief as the Court deems Just and proper under the 

circumstances. 

COUNT IV 
Retaliation Under the Fll1LA Against 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 

51. Plain~lff re-adopts each and every factual allegation as stated in paragraphs I through 7; 19 

through 25, above as if set out irtfull herein . 

.52. Plaintiff is an indiv'idual entitled to protection under the FMLA. 

53. Plaintiff is ap employee within the meaning of the FMLA. 

54. Plaintiff engaged in protected activity within the meaning of the FMLA. 

55. Defendant retaliated against :Pfa.intiff for exercising rights protected under the FMLA. 

56. Defendant's actions constitute a violation ofthe FMLA. 

57. As a result of Defendant's urilavlfi.11 conduct, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer 

damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays for the.following reliefagainst Defendant: 

A. Adjudge and decree that Defendant has violated the FMLA ~d bas done so willfully, 

intentionally and with reckless disregard for Plaintiffs rights; 

B. Enter a judgment requiring that Defendant pay Piaintiff appropri~te. back pay, front pay, 

benefits' adjustrpent, and prajudgment interest at amounts to be proved at tiial for the 

unlawful employment practices desc1ibecl herein; 

C: Award Plaintiff the costs of this ~etion, together with a .reasonable attorneys' fees; ~nd 

D. Grartt Plaintiff such additional relief as the Court deems just and proper under the 
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circumstan9e~. 

.JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiff demands trial by jury of all issues .triable as of right by.jury .. 

.-·-? 
Respectful~su~mitted, 

_,./ 
/ /"'. _,.. 

J~so~ ,,,Remer; Esq. 
Flo ·aaBarNo.:0165580 
jremer@rgpattomeys.com 
Bro.dy M. Shulman, Esq. 
Fla, Bar. No.: 092044 

REMER & GEORGES-:PIERJ,lli, 'PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street; -S:uite 2200 
Miaiitl) FL 33130 
TeiephQne: (305) 416-5000 
Facsimile: {305)416-5005 
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·Filing # 70758186 E-Filed 04116/2018 01:57:40 PM 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
llt11 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN A1'ri> FOR 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

and .other similarly 'Situated hidiVidu~ls, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 
·a Florida Limited.Liability Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY, Individually, 

Defendants. 

SUMl)'IONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

TO: HEllBS BY TBE POUND, LLC, thr-0ugh its Registered Agent: 

lJNITED CORPORATE SERVICES, INC 
9200 South Dadeland Blvd., Suite 508 
Miami, FL 33156 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve up0n PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
JASON S. REMER, ESQ. 
REMBR & GEORGES-PIERRE; PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE2200 
MIAMI~ FL 33130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within ·20 days after service of this 
summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail ·to do so, judgment by defa.ult will 
be taken against you for the relief den1anded in the complaint. You must also file your answer 
with the Clerk of this Court within a re~onable perio_d of time after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 
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Filing# 70758186 E-Filed 04/16/2018 01:57:40 PM 

EUGENI,A ISABEL VEGA, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

'HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 
a Florida Limited Liability Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY, lndividual\y. 

Defcndant.s. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
U 1h JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAl'VII DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Case No. -2{) l V - 0 [ J ~O;)__ ·-(! )q. -{l / 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

TO: BRIAN tvfURPHY 

377 County Route 12 
New Hampton: NY 10958 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to se1ve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
JASON S. REMER, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE 2200 
MtAMt,. FL .3 31.3 0 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 2.0 days after service of this 
.slUlllil.ons upon. you, exclusive of the day ·of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default will 
be taken against you for the .relief demanded in the complaint. You must also file your .answer 
with the Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period of time after service. 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 

- - -·- -- ·----
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·Filing # 70758186 E-Filed 04116/2018 01:57:40 PM 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
llt11 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN A1'ri> FOR 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

and .other similarly 'Situated hidiVidu~ls, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 
·a Florida Limited.Liability Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY, Individually, 

Defendants. 

SUMl)'IONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

TO: HEllBS BY TBE POUND, LLC, thr-0ugh its Registered Agent: 

lJNITED CORPORATE SERVICES, INC 
9200 South Dadeland Blvd., Suite 508 
Miami, FL 33156 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve up0n PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
JASON S. REMER, ESQ. 
REMBR & GEORGES-PIERRE; PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE2200 
MIAMI~ FL 33130 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within ·20 days after service of this 
summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail ·to do so, judgment by defa.ult will 
be taken against you for the relief den1anded in the complaint. You must also file your answer 
with the Clerk of this Court within a re~onable perio_d of time after service. 

4/18/2018 

CLERK DATE 

.... .._ 300852 
(BY) DEP 
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Filing# 70758186 E-Filed 04/16/2018 01:57:40 PM 

EUGENI,A ISABEL VEGA, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

'HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 
a Florida Limited Liability Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY, lndividual\y. 

Defcndant.s. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
U 1h JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAl'VII DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

Case No. -2{) l V - 0 [ J ~O;)__ ·-(! )q. -{l / 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 

TO: BRIAN tvfURPHY 

377 County Route 12 
New Hampton: NY 10958 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to se1ve upon PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY 
JASON S. REMER, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORGES-PIERRE, PLLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
SUITE 2200 
MtAMt,. FL .3 31.3 0 

an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 2.0 days after service of this 
.slUlllil.ons upon. you, exclusive of the day ·of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default will 
be taken against you for the .relief demanded in the complaint. You must also file your .answer 
with the Clerk of this Court within a reasonable period of time after service. 

4/1 8/201 8 

CLERK DATE 

(BY) DEPUTY 

- - -·- -- ·- -- --
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Filing# 71555535 E-Filed 05/02/2018 11 :16:44 AM 

State of Florida 

Case Number: ·2018-11202-CA-01 

Plaintiff: 
EUGENIA ISABEL V EGA 

vs. 
· Defondant 

HERBS BY THE. f:>OUND, .LLC, ET. AL., 

For: 
Jason S. Remer 
REMER & GEORGES~PIERRE, f)LLC 
44 West Flagler Street 
Ste 2200 
Miami. FL 33130 

RETURN OF SERVICE 

County of MIAMI-DADE Circuit Court 

Received by OJF SERVICES, lt~C. on'the 25th day of AJjril, 2018 at 4:34 pm to be served on HERBS· BY THE POUND, LLC 
CIO UNITED CORPORA TE SERVICES, INC., AS REGISTERED AGENT, 9200 S. DADELAND BLVD, STE 508, MIAMI, FL 
33156. 

I, GREG SCHUL TE, do hereby .affirm that on the 30th day of April, 2018 at 12:47 pm, I: 

CORPORA TE - REGfSTERED AGENT: served by delivering a frue copy of the SUM.MONS. AND COMPl AINT with fue date 
and ho1,1r of service endorsed thereon by me, to: MER.INA CAGE EMPLOYEE AT UNITED CORPORATE SERVICES, INC as 
Registered Agent At the address of: 920.ci S. ·DAD ELAND BLVD, STE· 508, 'MIAMf, FL 33156 for HERB$ BY THE POUND, 
LLC C/O UNITED CORPORATE 'SERVICES, INC., AS RE·GISTERED AGENT, and informed said person of the contents 
therein, in cbr.npliance with state statutes. 

I CERTIFY THAT I AM OVER THE AGE OF 18! HAVE Nb INTEREST IN THE ABOVE ACTION, AND THAT I AMA 
CERTIFIED PROCESS-'SERVER, IN GOOD STANDING, IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN WHICH THE PROCESS WAS 
SERVED,. '\JNDEI{ PENAL 'fY OF PERJURY,! DECLARE.THAT I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING (DOCUMENT) Al-JD THAT 
THE FACTS STATED IN IT ARE TRUE, 9U525. 

GR.EG SCHUL TE 
CPS #245 

OJF SERVICES, iNC. 
13727 S.W. 152nd Street 
P.M.B. 354 
Miami, FL 33177 
(786) 293#57 50 

Our Job Serial Number: OJF#2018005628 

Ill I lllll l I llllllllllllll Ill Ill 111111 
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~:L g # 70758i86 E-Fi1ed 04/16/2018 Oi:57:40 PM 

EUGENIA J.SABl~L VEGA~ 

IN THE CIRCUIT CO'URl'. OF TH.E 
irtll JUDICIAL ClRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI l)ADE COUNTY, F.LORIDA 

and.other simili\r~Y -situa:ted individmds, 

Plaintiff~ 

vs. 
n ,,-.., { f ·'1 r,-, 1\ (V ~{l.. &I { 

c~sc No~O I D r ' - .v . :·1-fA::J- ""·\..- r- . . t'/ · 

HERBS l3Y THE POUNDt LLC 
·aFJoddaLimited.Liabiht.y Com_pany and 
BRIAN MURFRY, lrtdivldu11Ily, 

Defend~~. 
I 

S~1MONS lN A t"IVIL CAS..E 

TO: HE.'ttSS BY TI-IE POUND, Lt.¢, tfo.'0.ugh its Re-~stered Agent: 

UNITED CORPORATE SERVICES. IN'C 
9200 South Dadclan.d Blvd., ·&tlite 508 
Miami, Vt 33156 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMi\tlONED and req11fred m se.rve up0n PLAINTIFF'S ATTOR.1\JEY 
JASON S, REMEI~. ESQ_. 
REMER & GEORGES~'PIERRE, PT, LC-. 
~4 WEST.FLAUL'BR. STREET 
SUITE 2200 
tvllAi.\4I FL 33130 . t . 

an answe.r io :tl1e C()foplaint which.is h.c.l'.eW}th !.-erved upon you .. whhii:t 20- da'Vs·arterservice oftb.is 
summons upCJn you~ exc,tuslve of the d·ay of r.ervice, If you fa:tl -to do so.judgn1e-nt by defo;ult wiU 
he ~J,<~p. again.st you for rhe teli~f demanded in th.c ~ompiaint. ]:'.'-0u must alsc file your answ.er 
with the Cletk of this Court witl~1:in a r~ouab.le periqd of tin1c a.fter scrviee. 

4/18/2018 ----·--CLERK. DATE· 

300852 
(SY) DEPl 

_____________ ... .... .. .. 
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~ -FiHng # 7D.758186 E-.Filed 04/16/2018 01:57:·40 PM 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 
and ()"the~ similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

'fiER.B$. BY THE POUND, LLC 
.a Florida LQnited' Uribjlity Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY~ Individ·ual\y. 

Dercndant_s. 

1N THE CJRCU.IT COURT OJ! THE 
11t11 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AN)) FOR 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY, :FLORIDA 

:. __ /9-f; fl( 

SUMMONS IN A CI\'lL. CASE 

TO: BRIAN MURPHY 

'37'7 Cym1ty Route 12-
:NewHrunpton, NY 10958 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONEl> and -required to serve upon PLA.II:·-U1FF'S A TIORNEY 
. JASON S. REMER, ESQ. 
REMER & GEORG;ES-PIERRE .. PJLC. 
44 WEST FLAGLER STREET 
S-UITE 2200 
WAML-FLJ31.30 

an answer to the complaint which is herew1th served :upon you, withi"n 20 dav-s . .after sei:vice of this 
.summons upon_yott, exclusive of the day·of service. If ym1 fail ~o do so, judgment by defa~lt will 
be taken agah;ist YO\l fqr the relief ctehumded in the complaint You must also file your ·ru:iswe~ 
with the Clerk of.this Coud within a reasonable period o.f time after setvic~, 

4/18/2018 

CLERK . .DATE 

___ .. ... ~)--I 
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Filing# 72048411E-Filed05/11/2018 04:48:04 PM 

EUGENIA ISABEL VEGA, 
and other similarly situated individuals, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC, 
a Florida Limited Liability Company and 
BRIAN MURPHY, Individually, 

Defendants. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
11 TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
MIAMI DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CASE NO. 2018-011202-CA-Ol 

I ----------------

NOTICE OF ATTORNEY APPEARANCE 

ERIC A. GORDON of the law firm of AKERMAN LLP, hereby notices the Court and 

counsel of his appearance as counsel on behalf of Defendants, HERBS BY THE POUND, LLC 

and BRIAN MURPHY, in the above-styled action and requests that all further notices and filings 

herein be served upon him at the address set forth below. 

Dated: May 11, 2018 
West Palm Beach, FL 

45191120; 1 

Respectfully submitted, 

Isl Eric A. Gordon 
Eric A. Gordon (Florida Bar No. 071341) 
AKERMANLLP 
777 So. Flagler Drive, Suite 1100 West Tower 
Phone: 561-653-5000/Fax: 561-659-6313 
Primary Email: eric.gordon@akerman.com 
Secondary Email : michelle.reynolds@akerman.com 
Secondary Email : danielle. putnam@akerman.com 
Attorneys for Defendants, Herbs By The Pound, LLC 
and Brian Murphy 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is to certify that I have this 111h day of May, 2018, served a true and correct copy of 

the foregoing via E-mail to all counsel as listed on the following Service List. 

Isl Eric A. Gordon 
Eric A. Gordon 

2 
45191120; 1 
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SERVICE LIST 

Jason S. Remer, Esq. 
Remer & Georges-Pierre, PLLC 
44 West Flagler Street, Suite 2200 
Miami, FL 33 130 
Telephone: 305-416-5000 
Facsimile: 305-416-5005 
Email: jremer@rgpattornerys.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Er ic A. Gordon, Esq. 
AKERMANLLP 
777 So. Flagler Drive, Suite 1100 West Tower 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Telephone: 561-653-5000 
Facsimile: 561-659-6313 
Primary Email: eric.gordon@akerman.com 
Secondary Email: michelle.reynolds@akerman.com 
Secondary Email: danielle.putnam@akerman.com 
Attorney for Defendants, Herbs By The Pound, LLC and Brian Murphy 

3 
45191120; 1 

Case 1:18-cv-22132-JEM   Document 1-2   Entered on FLSD Docket 05/30/2018   Page 27 of 27



ClassAction.org
This complaint is part of ClassAction.org's searchable class action lawsuit database and can be found in this 
post: Herbs by the Pound Facing Class Action Citing Potential Labor Law Violations

https://www.classaction.org/news/herbs-by-the-pound-facing-class-action-citing-potential-labor-law-violations

