


SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YO 
COUNTY OF BROOME 

ROBERT TOMASSINI, on behalf of himself 
BROOME COUNTY CLERK 

and all others similarly situated, CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

CHRYSLER GROUP LLC, 

Defendant. 

INDEX NUMBER 0A- Z0 L L{ OO '2.. 2.. '30 

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 

Pl~ Robert Tomassini, on behalf of himself and all others similarly situated, by and 

through his undersigned counsel, brings this action against Defendant Chcysler Group LLC, 

("Chrysler" or ~'Defendant"), and for his Complaint alleges the following upon personal 

knowledge as to his own acts based, and on the investigation conducted by his counsel as to all 

other allegations: 

SUMMARY OF THE ACTION 

1. Plaintiff' brings this class action on behalf of himself and all other persons in the 

State ofNew Yolk who purchased and/or leased (collectively, "purchasers") Chrysler and Dodge 

minivans, including Grand Caravan and Town & Country, model years 2008 through 2011 

eChrysler Minivansj equipped with a tire pressure monitoring system e"TPMS") containing a 

metal alloy valve stem on each tire (collectively, the "C~'). 

2. A TPMS is an electronic system designed to monitor the air pressure inside the 

pneumatic tires on various types of vehicles. TPMS report real~time tim-preSSUl'e information to 

the driver of the vehicle by utilizing pn:ssure sensors in the wheels which transmit pressure 

infonnation to 1he vehicle's insttum.ent cluster. 
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3. The Firestone tire recaJI in the late 1990s (which was linked to more than 100 

demhs ftom rollovers following 1ire tread-sepm:ation) led the United States Congress to enact 

legislation which mandated the use of TPMS technology in an light motor vehicles (under 

10,000 pounds), to help alert drivers ofunder"inflation events. This legislation mandated that by 

2008 all new passenger car models must be equipped with a TPMS. 

4. ChrysJer touts the TPMS system on its minivans. For instance, Chrysler's 

brochure for its 2010 Town and Country states that, "[w]ith featllres such as Blind Spot 

Detection System, SmariBemn TM intelligent headlamps, Tire Pressure Monitoring System, and 

more, Town & Country is prepared for life's unforeseen events" a-vailable at 

http://www.chr.ysler.com/en{pdf/201 0 town country.pdf (aooessed on August 28, 2014). 

5. The valve stem, a critical component of the TPMS, is subject to corrosion as it sits 

exposed to the road on each tire of the vehicle. When the valve fails, the results can be 

catastrophic, as air releases :ftom the tire without warning causing a blow out at any speed. As 

detailed herein, numerous class members have experienced these life threatening risks. This 

defect is unreasonably dangerous, as it can cause a driver to lose control of the vehicle, and there 

is often no warning before the valve stems fails. Indeed, Chrysler recognized the risk posed by a 

corroded valve stem, and in later model vehicles, rep1aced the metal alloy valve stems with a 

new rubberized part that was less likely to corrode. Nevertheless, Chrysler has failed to recall the 

inherently dangerous metal alloy valve stems or reimburse vehicle owners for 1he inevitable 

failure of this critical part. 

6. Clnysler has long been on notice that metal alloy valve stems were defective and 

not fit for their intended purpose of properly and effectively maintaining the air pressure in tires. 

Such notice derived from Chrysler's own knowledge about the corrosion risks to cat parts made 
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ftom metal alloys that do not sufficiently resist corrosion, ftom feedback :ftom its customers 

during repairs, both directly and through its dealers, ftom complaints in the National Highvv-ay 

Transportation Safety Administration (~SA'') database beginning as early as July 2009, and 

ftom a Transport Canada Active Defect investigation of the Chrysler Minivans' corroded valve 

stems, opened in October 2010. Transport Cana~ Active Defect Investigations, available at: 

htto://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/motorvebiclesafety/safevebicles-.defectinvestigations~information~ 

active~1239.htm (accessed on August 11, 2014). All Chrysler Minivans were manufactured in 

Canada at Chrysler's Windsor, Ontario, manufacturing phmt. 

7. Chrysler actively concealed and/or tailed to notifY the public of1he existence and 

nabn'e of the defect or of the possible safety issues presented by the defect Chrysler has not 

recalled the Chrysler Minivans to replace the defective valve stems; it has not offered to replace 

the defective valve stems to its customers free of charge; and it has not offered to reimburse 

owners, present or past, who incmred aJsts relating to TPMS Yalve stem :rep1acement and the 

necessary tire repJacement 

8. Plaintiff alleges that Chrysler is teSponsible and liable for the costs of inspecting 

and replacing the TPMS valve stems with valve stem assemblies made of corrosion-resistant 

material, and replacing any tires that fuiled as a result of loss of air due to 1he :tailure of defective 

TPMS valve stems. 

PARTIES 

9. Plaintif( Robert Tomassini, is and was, at all times relevant hereto, a citizen and 

resident of the Smte ofNew York, and brings this action in his individual capacity and on behalf 

of all others similarly situated. In or about April, 2012, Plaintiff purchased a 2010 Town & 

Country from a dealer in New York State. Currently and at all times since the time of purchase, 
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