
 

               
 
July 13, 2022           VIA EMAIL 
 
Stephen A. Ridella, Ph.D. 
Director, NHTSA Office of Defects Investigation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
stephen.ridella@dot.gov 
 
Re: Petition for defect investigation of Hyundai/Kia oil drain pan assemblies 
 
Dear Dr. Ridella: 
 
This letter comes on behalf of the undersigned organizations which represent the majority of the nation’s 
automotive repair and preventative maintenance professionals. We are both petitioning for a safety-
related vehicle defect investigation pursuant to 49 CFR 554 and providing notice of manufacturer failure 
to provide necessary maintenance and repair information to consumers as well as required information 
to NHTSA pursuant to 49 CFR §579.5. Specifically, Hyundai Motor Company and Kia Motor Company 
(“H/K”) have defective oil drain pan assemblies that have experienced unprecedented allegations of 
mid-interval plug-outs thousands of miles after service without malfunction indicator lights or the 
leakage associated with under-tightening an oil drain plug or a plug or pan with damaged threads.  
 
Our field research combined with consumer complaints to NHTSA and several consumer forums 
indicates these unique H/K mid-interval plug-outs likely occur suddenly at highway speeds as a result of 
(1) double-gasketing due to a paint-camouflaged factory gasket fused to either the plug or the pan; 
and/or (2) overall flimsy pan material that expands and contracts under pressure such as the kind of 
intense pressure and vibration associated with H/K’s pervasive engine defects.1  

 
1 Cho v. Hyundai & Kia (March 2022) Class action alleging piston oil ring defect causes excessive oil consumption in Nu, 
Gamma, Theta, Lambda, and Kappa engines used by both Hyundai and Kia; Kia TSB 222 Rev. 6 March 2022 (Rev 1 Dec 2020) 
Excessive oil consumption in Nu, Gamma, Theta, and Kappa Engines impacting 69 models; NHTSA Recall 21V301 (April 28, 
2021) for Hyundai Improperly Heat-Treated Piston Oil Rings resulting in excessive oil ring hardness. Excessive hardness can 
cause chipping of the piston oil ring’s outer periphery, which could lead to abnormal scuffing of the engine’s cylinder bore. 
A damaged cylinder bore could create accelerated oil consumption, which may then cause abnormal knocking noise from 
the engine and/or illumination of the oil pressure warning light; Hyundai TSB 21-EM-003H (March 2021) Oil consumption 
inspection & repair guidelines for 436 models; Hyundai TSB 21-EM-004H (March 30, 2021) Connecting rod bearing 
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The H/K Oil Drain Pan Assembly Defects 
 
H/K share engines and engine parts like oil drain pan assemblies. In 2020, automotive aftermarket 
service providers discovered a trending problem with H/K oil drain pan assemblies about which the 
manufacturers provide no warning: their oil drain pan assemblies come paint-fused in black paint so that 
the gasket is painted onto either the drain plug or drain pan and effectively hidden in place thereby 
causing the likelihood of double-gasketing.  
 
EXAMPLES Factory Paint-Fused Oil Drain Plug and Gasket 
 
H/K factory oil drain pan assembly 21510-2G500, the most common part in AOCA’s study, 
fits 83 vehicles: 2006-2019 Hyundai Sonata, 2013-2018 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport, 2010-2012 
& 2019-2020 Hyundai Santa Fe, 2010-2015 & 2018-2019 Hyundai Tucson, 2011-2021 Kia 
Sportage, 2005-2020 Kia Optima, 2011-2020 Kia Sorento, 2010-2013 Kia Forte, 2010-2013 
Kia Forte Coup, and 2007-2010 Kia Rondo. 

 
 

clearance testing to determine engine replacement in 297 models—note: this problem causes excessive oil consumption 
and rod knock; Hyundai & Kia Engine Litigation (Settled 2021) Theta II GDI engine defect and related Hyundai TSB 21-EM-
005H-1 (Oct 2021) Warranty Extension for connecting rod bearing wear damage; NHTSA 2021 Recalls Hyundai 21V301 and 
Kia 21V259 for 2.0L MPI Nu engine with piston oil ring defect that causes excessive oil consumption; NHTSA Recall Kia 
20V750 (Dec 2020) and Hyundai TSB 22-EM-001H Inspect & install/update knock sensor; In re: Hyundai and Kia Engine 
Litigation, No. 8:17-cv-00838-JLS-JDE and Flaherty v. Hyundai Motor Company, et al., No. 18-cv-02223 (C.D. Cal.) settlement 
covers originally equipped or replaced w/ genuine Theta II 2.0- or 2.4-liter GDI engine including: All 2011-2018 & certain 
2019 Hyundai Sonatas; All 2013-2018 & certain 2019 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport; All 2014-2015, 2018 & certain 2019 Hyundai 
Tucson; All 2011-2018 & certain 2019 Kia Optima; All 2011-2018 & certain 2019 Kia Sorento; and All 2011-2018 & certain 
2019 Kia Sportage; Sara Pelayo, et al., v. Hyundai Motor America, Inc. et al. (C.D. Cal) (dismissed w/out prejudice May 2021) 
alleges 1.6L Gamma engines cause sudden stalling, shaking, excessive oil consumption, engine failures and fires in these 
Hyundai and Kia vehicles; Canada Defects Class Action https://www.strosbergco.com/class-actions/hyundai/; Brown v. 
Hyundai, No.: 2:18-cv-11249 (D.N.J. filed 2018), alleges Hyundai Elantra model years 2011-16 with the Nu 1.8-liter engine 
have a latent defect in the piston assembly that causes total and irreparable engine failures; symptoms include knocking 
noise, and about which plaintiffs’ various dealerships claimed any damage was caused by consumer neglect and/or use of 
aftermarket oil filters; Robert Buettner v. Hyundai Motor America, Inc., et al, 8:21-cv-01057 (C.D. Cal filed June 15, 2021) 
alleges defects in 2.0L and 2.4L Theta II MPI engines. 
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2020 Kia Telluride 3.8L V-Shaped GDI Lambda-II 5XYP34HC5LG****** (submitter 103) 
Part 21510-3LFB0 

 
 
The examples provided above were found by trained experts on the lookout for this problem. For anyone 
uninformed, the paint-fused gasket is easy to miss. Consider this video of an experienced do-it-
yourselfer (DIYer) doing the first oil Change on a 2021 Kia K5: 

.  

 At 18:00 the DIYer struggles to loosen the factory painted oil drain pan plug with the correct 
torque wrench. “Wow! That was tight! What’d they do at Kia—use Loctite on it?” He must add 
torque to get the plug loose. 

 At 18:57 the DIYer again struggles to loosen the factory painted oil drain pan plug.  
 At 19:54 the DIYer examines underside of the drain plug: “Looks like there’s a magnet on it.” 
 At 21:30 the DIYer talks about getting the new washer to reinstall the factory painted oil drain 

pan plug and wonders aloud, “Where’s the old one?” He checks the factory painted drain pan 
and tries to pry off what appears to be the gasket stuck on the opening. It won’t come off. He 
concludes it’s part of the pan. 

The DIYer video also highlights the fact—and expert technicians agree—that prying off the factory-
painted drain plug for the first oil change is difficult and requires extra torque pressure to achieve. Since 
the DIYer here couldn’t find the paint-fused gasket, he didn’t experience the added risk of trying to pry 
it off as well, a task for which automotive professionals use a vice and chisel. The few DIYers who 
report finding the paint-fused gasket say they used knives and flathead screwdrivers to get it off—
dangerous approaches that can cut hands and destroy plug threads.  
 
 
EXAMPLE Consumer experience with paint-fused gasket on drain plug 
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The safest approach to the double-gasketing risk would be for H/K to recommend replacing both the 
plug and gasket at the first oil change after making sure the factory gasket isn’t painted onto the pan, but 
they haven’t done that. Moreover, their owners’ manuals no longer contain any necessary technical 
information for changing oil (such as oil filter specification, oil drain plug torque pressure, gasket 
replacement) nor have they issued a TSB or consumer outreach on the subject. See Appendix A.  
 
Unfortunately, identifying and safely managing the paint-fused factory gasket is not the only problem 
with these H/K oil drain pan assemblies. The factory paint also camouflages the material inadequacy of 
the drain pan. They appear to be made from cheap, stamped steel with only light reinforcement provided 
for the oil drain opening. As described above, the factory paint creates an exceptionally strong bond for 
the first oil change service provider to break. Once broken, however, the pans appear to be unable to 
maintain their integrity when subjected to the pressure and vibration associated with H/K’s engines. 
Expansion, contraction, and vibration can loosen the drain plug as well as crack the pan. 
 
The following chart includes cases where consumers used automotive aftermarket professionals (AAPs) 
for preventative maintenance and later experienced leakage due to cracked oil pans. It should be noted 
that none of the oil drain plugs or pan threads were stripped or stuck from over-tightening and, even if 
they had been over-tightened, it isn’t possible to crack the pan via that method because the pan and/or 
plug threads simply give way. 
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A. Abnormal (knocking) noise from engine 
B. Reduced motive power and/or hesitation 
C. Illumination of the “Check Engine” warning lamp 
D. Illumination of engine oil pressure warning lamp 
E. Burning smell, oil leaking, smoke  
 
This vehicle is also subject to the following Investigation and TSBs: 

 NHTSA Investigation EA21003 (December 22, 2021—Present) for Engine Fires. 
 Hyundai TSB 22-01-028H-1 (April 28, 2022) Campaign to enhance the knock sensor 

software to detect abnormal engine bearing noise before potentially severe engine damage 
occurs. 

 Hyundai Service Campaign T6G DTC P1326 (April 28, 2022) ENGINE BEARING 
INSPECTION /ENGINE REPLACEMENT- Dealer Best Practice associated with Hyundai 
TSB 22-01-023H-1.  

 Hyundai TSB 22-EM-006H-1 (April 2022) The Powertrain warranty coverage for certain 
engine repairs and/or replacement where the engine damage or malfunction is related to 
connecting rod bearing wear, has been extended to 15 years or 150,000 miles. 

 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-004H (March 30, 2021): This bulletin provides the service procedure 
for engine connecting rod bearing clearance testing to determine next required steps 
including engine replacement applicable to 297 models. [Although this TSB does not 
discuss it, connecting rod bearing problems lead to excessive oil consumption.] 

 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-003H (March 2021) Engine oil consumption inspection and repair 
guidelines applicable to 436 models. 

 
NHTSA ID 11433038 2018 Hyundai Sonata 2.4L GDI Theta II VIN 5NPE34AF2JH**** 
Incident occurred on October 15, 2020: The contact owns a 2018 Hyundai Sonata. The contact 
stated that while driving, the oil warning light illuminated. The contact stated that he checked the 
engine oil level and discovered that there was no oil in the engine. The vehicle was taken to the 
dealer where the failure was diagnosed as an oil plug needing replacement. The vehicle was 
repaired however, the failure continued. The vehicle was taken back to the dealer several times and 
the failure cause could not be determined. The contact stated that recently an oil consumption test 
was completed, and the dealer determined that to be the failure cause. The dealer contacted the 
manufacturer who stated that the failure cause was due to the owner's negligence and no solution 
was offered. The approx. failure mileage was 40,000. McGrath City Hyundai Chicago IL 60707 
 
NOTE: This vehicle is subject to the following TSBs: 

 Hyundai TSB 22-EM-001H (January 2022) warranty coverage for engine long block repair 
or replacement regarding engine damage or malfunction from connecting rod bearing wear 
has been extended to a Limited Lifetime Warranty and is valid for original and subsequent 
owners Theta II 2L Tubo & 2.4L. Connecting rod bearing wear symptoms include 
excessive oil consumption. 
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 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-004H (March 30, 2021): This bulletin provides the service procedure 
for engine connecting rod bearing clearance testing to determine next required steps 
including engine replacement applicable to 297 models. 

 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-003H (March 2021) Engine oil consumption inspection and repair 
guidelines applicable to 436 models. 

 
NHTSA ID 11320689 2017 Hyundai Tucson 2.0L GDI Nu KM8J3CA41HU**** 
February 21, 2020: The contact owns a 2017 Hyundai Tucson. The contact stated that while 
attempting to accelerate after a stop, the vehicle stalled without warning.  Due to the failure, the 
contact had the vehicle towed to McCarthy Olathe Hyundai (681 n Rawhide, Olathe, KS 66061) 
where the vehicle was diagnosed with a loose drain plug. Due to the damage caused by the loose 
drain plug, the contact was informed that the engine needed to be replaced. The contact then 
notified the manufacturer of the failure. After an extensive investigation, the manufacturer deemed 
the failure to have been caused by the negligence of the independent mechanic who serviced the 
vehicle for oil changes. The manufacturer denied to honor the warranty. The vehicle had not been 
repaired. The failure mileage was 47,110. 
 
NOTE: This vehicle is now likely subject to the following recalls: 

 NHTSA CAMPAIGN NUMBER: 21V727000 (Sept. 17, 2021) Engine Damage May Cause 
Stall or Fire; specifically the connecting rod bearings inside the engine may wear 
prematurely, break, and puncture the engine block., which can result in a vehicle stall at 
highway speeds increasing the risk of a crash. If engine oil leaks onto certain engine 
components running at high operating temperature it could ignite and start an engine 
compartment fire. Identified warning signs include: 
A. Abnormal (knocking) noise from engine 
B. Reduced motive power and/or hesitation 
C. Illumination of the “Check Engine” warning lamp 
D. Illumination of engine oil pressure warning lamp 
E. Burning smell, oil leaking, smoke  

 NHTSA Recall Number 20V543000 “URGENT: FIRE RISK WHEN PARKED” An urgent 
safety recall for this vehicle due to the risk of a fire. Use our VIN lookup tool to see if your 
vehicle is part of this recall. If your vehicle is part of this recall, the manufacturer has 
recommended that you follow their instructions on how and where to park this vehicle. 

 
This vehicle is also subject to the following Investigation and TSBs: 

 NHTSA Investigation EA21003 (December 22, 2021—Present) for Engine Fires. 
 Hyundai TSB 22-01-028H-1 (April 28, 2022) Campaign to enhance the knock sensor 

software to detect abnormal engine bearing noise before potentially severe engine damage 
occurs. 

 Hyundai Service Campaign T6G DTC P1326 (April 28, 2022) Engine Bearing Inspection 
/Engine Replacement- Dealer Best Practice associated with Hyundai TSB 22-01-023H-1.  
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NOTE: This vehicle is likely subject to the following recalls: 

 NHTSA Recall Number 20V543000 “URGENT: FIRE RISK WHEN PARKED” An urgent 
safety recall for this vehicle due to the risk of a fire. Use our VIN lookup tool to see if your 
vehicle is part of this recall. If your vehicle is part of this recall, the manufacturer has 
recommended that you follow their instructions on how and where to park this vehicle. 

 NHTSA Recall 21V137000 (March 4, 2021) Engine Compartment Fire 
 NHTSA Recall 18V907000 (December 19, 2018) High Pressure Fuel Pipe May Leak 

 
This vehicle is also subject to the following TSBs: 

 Kia TSB 222 Rev. 6 March 2022 (Rev 1 Dec 2020) Excessive oil consumption in Nu, 
Gamma, Theta, and Kappa Engines impacting 69 models. 

 Kia Product Improvement Campaign PI1802YZ (December 23, 2021; updated from March 
2020) Engine Replacement Instructions for DTC P1326 (rod knock). 

 Kia TSB 067 (Rev 1, Nov. 11, 2021; original March 2020) Testing engine rod bearing 
wear. 

 Kia TSB 219 (July 2020) Oil Change Maintenance Reminder Feature discussion including 
(1) oil change reminder feature not set in factory; and (2) KMA’s evaluations are that many 
and maybe most owners are using their vehicles under such SEVERE conditions and they 
should therefore have their oil and oil filter changed every 3,000 or 3,750 miles depending 
on the model. 

 Kia TSB PI1802W/X (Rev 2/11/2019) Engine replacement instructions for DTC P1326 
(rod knock). 

 
NHTSA ID 11114946 2016 Hyundai Tucson 2.0L  KM8J3CA46GU**** 
July 31, 2018: Engine oil pressure warning light turned on without any auguries while driving on a 
highway. We pulled over the car as soon as possible, but the car could not be started again after we 
turned off the engine. We had the car towed to a Hyundai dealership, and then we were told the 
engine was seized and needed to be replaced. When we asked how it happened, they told us that 
our engine oil plug was missing, so all the engine oil was drained out. They checked our 
maintenance record, and found that we had an oil change three months back at another Hyundai 
dealership. We were told that it could be possible that the engine oil plug was not properly installed 
during last maintenance service, but they were not sure about it, after all it had been 3 months not 
30 minutes since then. We were never given a sure reason for what happened to the car, but the 
engine replacement was taken care of by Hyundai warranty. Personally I don't think the 
'maintenance mistake' hypothesis make sense. We did not drive this car daily, maximum average 
usage was about weekly, but long distance most times. If the plug was loose due to the 
maintenance, we should have a problem sooner unless the oil doesn't drain when a car is parked. In 
addition, it could not be someone loose the plug at a parking lot on purpose either. Because when 
we drove the car out, we did not notice any oil trace on the ground, and we had been continuously 
driving this car for about 2 hours before the engine failure happened. The most possible reason that 
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I could think of is the engine was defective. I am hoping this issue can be brought into a formal 
investigation, because it could lead to very serious consequences.  
 
NOTE: This vehicle is likely subject to the following recalls: 

 NHTSA Recall 20V543000 URGENT: FIRE RISK WHEN PARKED 
 
This vehicle is also subject to the following TSBs: 

 Hyundai TSB 22-01-028H-1 (April 28, 2022) Campaign to enhance the knock sensor 
software to detect abnormal engine bearing noise before potentially severe engine damage 
occurs. 

 Hyundai Service Campaign T6G DTC P1326 (April 28, 2022) ENGINE BEARING 
INSPECTION /ENGINE REPLACEMENT- Dealer Best Practice associated with Hyundai 
TSB 22-01-023H-1.  

 Hyundai TSB 22-EM-006H-1 (April 2022) The Powertrain warranty coverage for certain 
engine repairs and/or replacement where the engine damage or malfunction is related to 
connecting rod bearing wear, has been extended to 15 years or 150,000 miles. 

 Hyundai TSB 22-EM-001H (January 2022) warranty coverage for engine long block repair 
or replacement regarding engine damage or malfunction from connecting rod bearing wear 
has been extended to a Limited Lifetime Warranty and is valid for original and subsequent 
owners Theta II 2L Tubo & 2.4L. Connecting rod bearing wear symptoms include 
excessive oil consumption. 

 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-004H (March 30, 2021): This bulletin provides the service procedure 
for engine connecting rod bearing clearance testing to determine next required steps 
including engine replacement applicable to 297 models. [Although this TSB does not 
discuss it, connecting rod bearing problems lead to excessive oil consumption.] 

 Hyundai TSB 21-EM-003H (March 2021) Engine oil consumption inspection and repair 
guidelines applicable to 436 models. 

 
NHTSA ID 11097819 2017 Hyundai Elantra 2.0 L KMHD74LF4HU**** 
March 22, 2018: This complaint is involving USA Auto Care and ABC Hyundai I went to have an 
oil change done at USA Auto Care and a week later my oil plug fell out of my car and I lost all my 
oil had my car towed to Hyundai. Hyundai put a new plug in there refilled with oil show me 
everything was okay so I proceeded to go to USA Auto Care number for and try and get the money 
that I paid to ABC Hyundai for the oil in the plugs on my way my engine locked up car came to a 
stop and shut off I then have the car towed back to Hyundai and was notified by Hyundai that my 
engine was pretty much done for call progressive insurance my insurance at the time notified them 
of the claim they sent someone down to take pictures they got back with me after a few days and 
my case was transferred to about three different people because the original agent had to leave for 
maternity leave and I was notified by one of the other agents that was on my case that it would not 
be covered by progressive insurance because it was a non comprehensive accident and that it 
wasn't in a physical accident causing body damage I also called my warranty because my car is 
brand new and they told me it was [void] because I did not have the oil change done at Hyundai 
after a couple of weeks I was notified by ABC Hyundai that my car was fixed thought it was 
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H/K’s explanations for the problem vary:  
 

“Sometimes that just happens.” 
 
“[T]he previous tech (at the same dealer) over-tightened the drain bolt significantly causing the 
bolt threads to warp.” 
 
“The dealer diagnosis was that there is no drain plug which is probably because the last place the 
oil was changed (2-3 months back) did not install the plug properly.” 
 
“Dealer at first said it was a rod that pierced the block and oil pan, but then changed that theory 
and said that the oil pan plug was not secured and is trying to blame the engine on either the last 
service which was two months ago or ‘vandalism.’” 

 
That last explanation published in ANDTECH consumer forum in 2013 got a reboot on April 4, 2022, 
by Crain Hyundai of Conway, Arkansas. According to consumer , who owns a 2019 
Hyundai Elantra, after first telling her in March that “the motor seized up because a piston had been 
expelled from the underside of the engine,” Brian at Crain Hyundai later spun a grand tale: 
 

He stated that the service needed for my vehicle was not under warranty. He stated that no piston 
came out of the engine block and that the damage was caused by a missing oil plug. On inquiry 
he further stated that this could have been the result of the oil plug not being property tightened 
at the last oil change. When I explained that the oil change was months ago and I have not had 
any fluid leaks or warning lights that would indicate an issue with the engine oil he stated that I 
had been the victim of a rash of vandalism that had been occurring frequently in AR, OK, MO, 
and LA. He stated that teenagers were loosening oil plugs as a prank to cause the engines to seize 
up. I explained this was not likely in my scenario as, again, I had no fluid loss at the residence 
where I stayed during my uncle’s funeral for the 3 days preceding the breakdown. Brian became 
argumentative and asked me to recount the events of the day prior to the breakdown. I explained 
again that I had been driving from Rogers, AR and only stopped once in Van Buren, AR for a 10 
minute fuel up prior to breaking down in Morilton, approximately 100 miles down the road. 
Brian said that my car had been vandalized while I was fueling up. I argued back that I was with 
the car almost the entire time and no one approached the vehicle. He stated “it only takes 30 
seconds to reach up and loosen an oil plug.” I stated that the vehicle sits very close to the ground 
and you could not crawl underneath it without it being jacked up, but he stated that the plug 
could be reached without jacking up the car. He could not explain how a person could do this 
without being seen at a busy gas station in broad daylight, nor could he explain how it could be 
done without injury while the engine was hot from running on the interstate. He concluded that 
their inspection determined that the cause of the breakdown was vandalism and that I must file a 
claim with my insurance company. (See complete consumer timeline in Appendix C) 
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Our case study shows these unprecedented mid-interval plug-outs happening nationwide and the 
suggestion someone could reach and unscrew an oil drain plug bare-handed on a hot engine in a matter 
of seconds is ridiculous, but one thing does appear certain from Crain Hyundai’s story: it is safe to say 
H/K have reason to know better than anyone the significant number of consumers involved. 
 
 
H/K’s Failure to Notify NHTSA in a Timely Manner 
 
A manufacturer of a motor vehicle that decides in good faith that the vehicle contains a defect related to 
motor vehicle safety or does not comply with an applicable federal motor vehicle safety standard 
(“FMVSS”) must notify NHTSA by submitting a Defect and Noncompliance Information Report 
(“DIR”). 49 U.S.C. §30118(c); 49 C.F.R. §573.6. A manufacturer must submit the DIR not more than 
five working days after it knew or should have known of a safety-related defect or noncompliance in its 
vehicles. See 49 C.F.R. §573.6(b). 
 
If ODI should conclude for whatever reason that the H/K painted oil drain pan assemblies are not a 
safety defect worthy of immediate investigation, the existence of this safety-related problem and its 
proper remedy should nevertheless have been made known to dealers via TSB or other manufacturer 
communication and, therefore, NHTSA as required by 49 CFR §579.5(a). 
 

Each manufacturer shall furnish to NHTSA's Early Warning Division (NVS-217) a copy of all 
notices, bulletins, and other communications (including those transmitted by computer, telefax, 
or other electronic means and including warranty and policy extension communiqués and 
product improvement bulletins) other than those required to be submitted pursuant to 
§573.6(c)(10) of this chapter, sent to more than one manufacturer, distributor, dealer, lessor, 
lessee, owner, or purchaser, in the United States, regarding any defect in its vehicles or items of 
equipment (including any failure or malfunction beyond normal deterioration in use, or any 
failure of performance, or any flaw or unintended deviation from design specifications), whether 
or not such defect is safety-related. 

 
After extensive research of manufacturers communications provided by Hyundai and Kia to NHTSA, 
AOCA can find no evidence of any manufacturer’s communication addressing the risks associated with 
having so many of their oil drain pan assemblies painted together. For instance, a logical TSB under 
these circumstances would direct dealers to replace both the oil drain plug and gasket prior to sale and, if 
not caught at that time, then at the first oil change as well as any time a vehicle arrives for service with a 
paint-fused oil drain plug and gasket. The TSB would also likely direct dealers to carefully search the oil 
drain pan to ensure the original gasket isn’t painted onto it instead of the oil drain plug.  
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Conclusion 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration of this consumer safety issue. With the exception of 
publicly posted complaints, we have not provided identifying information about individual consumers 
impacted by the H/K oil drain pan assembly defects. We made this decision out of respect for them as 
well as state privacy laws. If you need additional information from us and we can provide it in a way 
that protects the confidentiality of our customers, we will do so. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 
Joanna L. Johnson, Policy Advisor 
Johnson Policy Associates, Inc. for 
Christina Bauders, Executive Director 
Automotive Oil Change Association 
2443 Fair Oaks Blvd. #1177 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
800.230.0702 

 
 
Aaron Lowe 
Senior VP, Regulatory & Government Affairs 
Auto Care Association 
7101 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1300 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
(240) 333-1021 

 
 

 
 
Roy Littlefield IV 
Tire Industry Association 
Service Station Dealers Association & Allied Trades 
1532 Pointer Ridge Place, Suite G 
Bowie, MD 20716-1883 
(800) 876-8372 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Robert L. Redding, Jr.  
Washington, D.C. Representative 
Automotive Service Association 
313 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20002 
Ph. 202-543-1440 
rlredding@reddingfirm.com 

  
 
cc: Anne L. Collins, NHTSA Associate Administrator for Enforcement 
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