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I. INTRODUCTION 

Plaintiffs Vernita Miracle-Pond and Samantha Paraf (“Plaintiffs”) respectfully move on an 

unopposed basis for final approval of the preliminarily approved class action Settlement with 

Defendant Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”).1 The Settlement establishes a $6,750,000 non-

reversionary cash Settlement Fund, which will be dispersed pro rata to Class Members who submit 

a valid and timely claim. In addition to the substantial financial benefit to Class Members, the 

Settlement provides significant non-monetary prospective relief designed to address Shutterfly’s 

collection, storage, and use of facial recognition data so that going forward Shutterfly will deploy 

its Face Grouping feature in a manner that fully complies with the Illinois Biometric Information 

Privacy Act, 740 ILCS 14/1, et seq. (“BIPA”).  

The Court preliminarily approved the proposed Settlement on June 9, 2021. See Order 

Granting Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (“Prelim. App. Order”) 

issued on June 9, 2021. In granting preliminary approval, the Court found that the terms of the 

Settlement were “fair, reasonable, and adequate” and that the Settlement Class (the “Class”) should 

be given notice. Id. ¶¶ 2, 8-9. The robust, Court-approved Notice Plan and the user-friendly claims 

process was fully implemented, and the period for filing objections or exclusions passed on August 

16, 2021, with no objections having been submitted. Pursuant to the Prelim. App. Order, on July 

26, 2021, Plaintiffs filed their Motion for Attorneys’ Fees, Reimbursement of Expenses, and for 

Class Representative Service Awards (“Fee Motion”). 

There are no objections to the Settlement and the reaction from Class Members to the 

Settlement is resoundingly positive. As of August 24, 2021, 49,453 claims have been submitted, 

with over three weeks remaining until the Claims Deadline.2 Affidavit of Brandon Schwartz 

(Director of Notice at Postlewaite & Netterville, APAC (“P&N”)), the Settlement Administrator, 

attached hereto as Exhibit 1 (“Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion”) ¶ 22. In contrast, out of the 
 

1 Unless otherwise indicated, capitalized terms have the same meaning as those terms in the 
Settlement Agreement (“SA,” “Settlement,” or “Settlement Agreement”), attached as Exhibit A to 
Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for Preliminary Approval filed on May 17, 2021. 
2  Settlement Class Members have until September 14, 2021 to submit claims. See Prelim. 
App. Order ¶ 10. 
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hundreds of thousands of potential Class Members, only 24 Class Members opted out of the 

Settlement, and there were no objections (the Objection and Opt-Out Deadline was August 16, 

2021). Id. ¶ 24. The positive reaction of the Class is not surprising, considering the prompt and 

substantial monetary and prospective relief the Settlement provides. The Settlement represents an 

achievement on a class-wide basis that likely exceeds the result Plaintiffs could hope to achieve 

through continued litigation of this Action—no mean feat, given the substantial risks that the Class 

faced in every phase of this litigation, especially in light of Shutterfly prevailing on a motion to 

compel arbitration on an individual basis. 

The factors that supported this Court’s decision to grant preliminary approval of the 

Settlement on June 9, 2021, have not changed. Moreover, following preliminary approval the 

Settlement has received an overwhelmingly positive reaction from the Class. The Settlement meets 

all requirements for final approval under Section 2-801 of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure. 

Accordingly, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court enter an order granting this Motion. 

II. BACKGROUND  

A. Factual and Procedural History 

Plaintiff Miracle-Pond, a registered Shutterfly user since 2015, and Plaintiff Paraf, who has 

never registered for or used Shutterfly, filed this Action in Illinois Circuit Court on June 11, 2019, 

on behalf of “[a]ll Illinois citizens who had their biometric identifiers, including scans of face 

geometry and related biometric information, collected, captured, received, or otherwise obtained 

by Shutterfly from photographs uploaded to Shutterfly within the state of Illinois.” (Complaint 

 ¶ 34). Plaintiffs alleged that they were aggrieved by Shutterfly’s violations of BIPA and that they 

are entitled to statutory damages. 

Litigation of this Action was highly adversarial.3 After removing this case to federal court, 

 
3  For a detailed account of the factual and procedural history of this matter and the work 
performed by Class Counsel, see (i) Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion and Memorandum in Support 
of Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (“Prelim. App. Motion”) filed on May 17, 
2021 (at pp. 2-4); (ii) Plaintiffs’ Fee Motion at pp. 3-7; and (iii) supporting Affidavits of Robert 
Ahdoot (at ¶¶ 3-25) and David Milian (at ¶¶ 8-15), which are attached to the Fee Motion as Exhibits 
1 and 2, respectively. 
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Shutterfly moved to dismiss Plaintiffs’ claims under Rule 12(b)(6) and also filed a motion to 

compel arbitration. (Miracle Pond, et al. v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 1:19-cv-04722 (N.D. Ill. July 12, 

2019) (the “Federal Action”), Dkt. No. 16). On May 15, 2020, Shutterfly’s motion to compel 

arbitration of Plaintiff Miracle-Pond’s claims (based on an arbitration clause in Shutterfly’s Terms 

and Conditions) was granted.  Id. Dkt. Nos. 19, 67. The District Court stayed its consideration of 

Shutterfly’s motion to dismiss, which applied to both Plaintiff Miracle-Pond’s claims and Plaintiff 

Paraf’s claims, though only Ms. Miracle-Pond’s claims were ordered to arbitration. Id. Dkt. No. 

67. Plaintiffs then filed a Motion to Clarify the Court’s ruling on the motion to compel, which the 

Court granted. Id. Dkt. No. 70. Thereafter, on September 17, 2020, the District Court denied 

Shutterfly’s motion to dismiss without prejudice. Id. Dkt. No. 81. On November 9, 2020, Shutterfly 

re-filed its motion to dismiss (id. Dkt. Nos. 85, 86), which Plaintiffs opposed (id. Dkt No. 88).  

The Parties conducted extensive discovery and worked diligently to develop the factual 

record throughout the litigation. Plaintiffs received over 100,000 pages of documents produced by 

Shutterfly in discovery and conducted an exhaustive analysis of the legal and factual issues 

surrounding the case and Shutterfly’s facial recognition technology. Affidavit of Robert Ahdoot 

filed on July 26, 2021 as Exhibit 1 to the Fee Motion (“Ahdoot Fee Aff.”) ¶¶ 12-13; Affidavit of 

David Milian filed on July 26, 2021 as Exhibit 2 to the Fee Motion (“Milian Fee Aff.”) ¶ 9. The 

breadth of information gleaned from their extensive discovery and investigation efforts allowed 

Class Counsel to weigh the likely success of Plaintiffs’ claims and estimate individual damages 

associated with Plaintiffs’ claims. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶ 13; Milian Fee Aff. ¶¶ 9, 12. 

B. The Parties Engaged in Extensive Settlement Negotiations 

Following extensive preliminary negotiations, the Parties participated in a mediation 

before the Hon. Peter D. Lichtman (Ret.) at Signature Resolutions in October 2020. Ahdoot Fee 

Aff. ¶ 16; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 12. Shutterfly provided substantial information in advance of 

mediation, sufficient to enable Plaintiffs’ counsel to value the claims and understand the 

prospective Class’s composition. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶ 16; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 16. Although the 

Settlement was not reached at the October 8, 2020 mediation, the Parties continued to engage in 
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 4 

settlement conferences on a regular basis, with the continued assistance of Judge Lichtman, until 

a settlement in principle was reached. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶¶ 17-18; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 12. 

Before and during all settlement discussions and mediation, the Parties exchanged 

documents and information on an arm’s-length basis to enable Plaintiffs and Class Counsel to 

adequately evaluate the scope of the potential class-wide liability and thus intelligently engage in 

meaningful settlement discussions on behalf of the Class. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶ 16; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 

16. The Parties engaged in further months-long negotiations with respect to the Settlement 

Agreement and its exhibits. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶¶ 18-19; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 11. Plaintiffs also 

requested bids from a number of settlement administrators and based on such bids, the Parties 

agreed on P&N to serve as the Settlement Administrator. Id.; see also Affidavit of Brandon 

Schwartz (“Schwartz Aff. Re Prelim. App.”), attached as Exhibit D to the Motion for Preliminary 

Approval filed on May 17, 2021. The Notice Plan and each document comprising the Class Notice 

were negotiated and exhaustively refined, with input from experts at P&N, to ensure that these 

materials will be clear, straightforward, and understandable by Class Members. Ahdoot Fee Aff. 

¶ 20; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 12; Schwartz Aff. Re Prelim. App. ¶¶ 1, 7-8.  

C. Preliminary Settlement Approval and Dissemination of Notice 

On May 17, 2021, Plaintiffs filed their Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action 

Settlement, which included supporting documents, declarations, and exhibits. As discussed 

therein, in light of the District Court’s order compelling Plaintiff Miracle-Pond’s claims to 

individual arbitration, the risk and uncertainty of continued litigation, the Settlement is an 

outstanding result for the Settlement Class. 

After the Court preliminarily approved the Settlement on June 9, 2021 (see Prelim. App. 

Order ¶¶ 2, 8-9) the Parties continued to work with P&N to supervise dissemination of Notice, 

respond to inquiries, and insure the provisions of the Settlement and this Court’s Prelim. App. 

Order were fully implemented. Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶ 24; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 12. 

The entire Notice Plan approved by the Court in the Prelim. App. Order was successfully 

performed. Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶¶ 6-20. In addition, the Settlement Website 
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makes available the Claim Form, Long Form Notice, and all relevant case information. Class 

Members were able to submit claim forms, opt-out, or object by mailing hard copies to P&N or by 

using the links provided on the Settlement Website. Id. ¶¶ 6-7. To date, with three weeks left in 

the claims period, 49,453 claims have been submitted, no Class Member has objected, and only 

24 Class Members requested exclusion. Id. ¶¶ 22-24. 

III. THE SETTLEMENT 

The Settlement provides substantial benefits to Class Members in exchange for the Release 

and is summarized below.4 

A. The Settlement Class  

The preliminarily approved Settlement Class is defined as: 
All Illinois residents who appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly at any 
time between June 11, 2014 and the date of final approval. Excluded from the class 
are: (1) any Judge, Magistrate, or mediator presiding over this action and members 
of their families, (2) Defendant, Defendant’s subsidiaries, parent companies, 
successors, predecessors, and any entity in which Defendant or its parents have a 
controlling interest, (3) Class Counsel, and (4) the legal representatives, successors 
or assigns of any such excluded persons. 

Prelim. App. Order ¶ 3; see also SA ¶ 2.2.  

B. Monetary And Non-Monetary Relief to Class Members 

 The Settlement requires Shutterfly to pay $6,750,000.00 to create the Settlement Fund for 

the benefit of Class Members. SA ¶ 3.2. Settlement Administration Expenses, including the costs 

of providing notice to the Class, any Court-approved Service Awards to the Class Representatives 

and attorneys’ fees and expenses to Class Counsel will be paid from the Settlement Fund. Id.  

¶ 3.2(a). The remaining Net Settlement Fund will be used to pay Settlement Payments resulting 

from Approved Claims made by Class Members. Id. ¶ 1.20. No portion of the Settlement Fund 

will be returned to Shutterfly. Id. ¶ 3.2(b). 

 The straightforward Claims Process was designed to provide prompt relief to each Class 

Member who submits a Claim Form to receive a pro rata share of the Net Settlement Fund. Id.  
 

4  To avoid repetition, a more detailed description of the Settlement is set forth in Plaintiffs’ 
Prelim. App. Motion (at pp. 4-8), filed on May 17, 2021, and is incorporated herein by reference. 
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¶ 3.3(a). The total payment to each participating Class Member will depend on the number of valid 

Claim Forms submitted.  

A significant component of the Settlement involves changes to Shutterfly’s business 

practices. Shutterfly must now provide direct notice to Class Members whom Shutterfly can 

identify as Shutterfly account holders in Illinois (“Class Member Users”), which will disclose the 

data collected for Face Grouping, the purpose(s) of collecting the data, and the length of term of 

the collection. SA ¶ 3.1(a)(1). The notice will provide a mechanism for Class Member Users to 

affirmatively consent to the Face Grouping feature, but Class Member Users may also dismiss the 

notice without taking affirmative action, in which case facial recognition will not be applied to the 

Class Member User’s face. Id.  Shutterfly will set the Face Grouping setting in each account to 

“off,” and will permanently delete any Face Grouping data for Class Member Users who have not 

affirmatively consented in writing to Face Grouping within 180 days of the Preliminary Approval 

Order. Id. ¶ 3.1(a)(2). In addition, Shutterfly will publish a supplemental retention schedule and 

guidelines that comply with BIPA. Id. 

C. Opt-Outs & Objections 

Class Members who wished to opt out of, or object to, the Settlement were able to do so 

on or before August 16, 2021. Prelim. App. Order ¶¶ 11-12. Valid requests for exclusions required 

information described in the Notice. Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶ 24, Ex. F. Class 

Members were informed that they could object to any aspect of the Settlement, including Class 

Counsel’s fee application and the request for Service Awards. Id. ¶¶ 6, 12-14, Exs. A-C. P&N 

reports that, as of August 24, 2021, 24 Class Members submitted valid requests for exclusion from 

the Class and there were no objections. Id. ¶¶ 23-24. 

D. Payment of Settlement Administration Expenses, Service Awards and Attorneys’ 
Fees and Expenses 

On July 26, 2021, Plaintiffs filed an application for an award of reasonable attorneys’ fees 

to Class Counsel in the amount of 35% of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund ($2,362,500), for 

reimbursement of expenses incurred by Class Counsel in the amount of $51,440.78, and for 
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Service Awards in the amount of $5,000 for each Class Representative. As detailed in the Fee 

Motion, which is unopposed, Class Counsel’s requested fee award is appropriate under governing 

Illinois law and consistent with the percentages of funds awarded in other settlement in Illinois 

courts, including other BIPA class actions, and warrants Court approval.  

E. Narrowly Tailored Release 

If the Settlement is finally approved, Plaintiffs and only the Class Members who did not 

timely request exclusion from the Class will release Shutterfly from all Claims “arising from or 

related to Plaintiffs’ allegations or the alleged collection, storage, sale, monetization or derivation 

of revenue or profit from, or dissemination of alleged biometric or personal data, including all 

claims that were brought or could have been brought in the Action including claims for any 

violation of BIPA, and further including, without limitation, any claim that Shutterfly does not 

comply with BIPA, or any other law or provision, with respect to the implementation of facial 

recognition technology.” SA ¶ 1.25. Thus, the release is limited and tailored to apply to the 

allegations in this Action. 

IV. NOTICE WAS SUCCESSFULLY DISSEMINATED PURSUANT TO THE 
COURT-APPROVED NOTICE PLAN  

Notice of the Settlement included direct notice to Class Members as well as a robust print 

and digital media campaign. Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶¶ 10-20. Direct Notice was sent 

to each Class Member identified by Shutterfly via email. Id. ¶¶ 10-12. For those Class Members 

for which the email notice was returned as undeliverable, the Notice was sent via First Class U.S. 

Mail.5 Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶¶ 13-14.  

Notice was also provided through a robust print and digital media campaign, including 

digital advertising on the Google Network, Facebook, and Instagram, and in repeated publications 

in print editions of the Chicago Tribune, The Journal Star, News-Gazette, Rockford Register Star, 

 
5 Prior to mailing, the Administrator used the USPS National Change of Address Database 
to update any address. Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶ 13. For any returned mail, the 
Administrator resent Notice to any forwarding address or perform a skip trace to identify an 
updated address. Id. ¶¶ 13-14. 
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The State Journal, The Quincy Herald-Whig, and The Southern Illinoisan. Id. ¶¶ 16-18. The 

Settlement Administrator established a Settlement Website (www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com), 

which makes the Class Notice, the Settlement Agreement, the Complaint, the Claim Form, the 

Preliminary Approval and Fee Motions and other relevant documents available for download. Id. 

¶ 6. This website contains instructions on how a Class Member can file a Claim Form electronically 

or via U.S. Mail, and instructions on how a Class Member could opt out or file an objection. Id. 

The Notice Plan was thus fully implemented, provided the best practicable notice under 

the circumstances, and fulfilled all due process requirements. Id. ¶¶ 2-3; see also, Schwartz Aff. 

Re Prelim. App. ¶¶ 24-27). 

V. THE COURT SHOULD GRANT FINAL APPROVAL OF THE SETTLEMENT  

A. The Proposed Settlement is Fair, Reasonable, and Adequate 

To approve a class settlement, the Court must find it “fair, reasonable and adequate.” 

GMAC Mortg. Corp. of Pa. v. Stapleton, 236 Ill. App. 3d 486, 493 (1st Dist. 1992). In determining 

whether a settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate, Illinois courts consistently apply an eight-

factor evaluation, also known as the “Korshak factors.” City of Chicago v. Korshak, 206 Ill. App. 

3d 968, 972 (1st Dist. 1990). The factors to be considered by a court are: “(1) the strength of the 

case for the plaintiffs on the merits, balanced against the money or other relief offered in 

settlement; (2) the defendant’s ability to pay6; (3) the complexity, length and expense of further 

litigation; (4) the amount of opposition to the settlement; (5) the presence of collusion in reaching 

a settlement; (6) the reaction of members of the class to the settlement; (7) the opinion of competent 

counsel; and (8) the stage of proceedings and the amount of discovery completed.” Korshak, 206 

Ill. App. 3d at 972; see also Armstrong v. Board of Sch. Dirs. of City of Milwaukee, 616 F.2d 305, 

314 (7th Cir. 1980). 

 Of these considerations, the first is most important. Steinberg v. Sys. Software Assocs., 306 

Ill. App. 3d 157, 170 (1st Dist. 1999); Synfuel Techs., Inc. v. DHL Express (USA), Inc., 463 F.3d 
 

6  The second Korshak factor considers the defendant’s ability to pay. Here, Shutterfly has 
already funded the notice program and has represented that it will be able to fully fund the 
Settlement. As a result, this factor is of minimal relevance. 
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646, 653 (7th Cir. 2006). Analysis of these factors supports a finding that the Settlement here is 

“fair, reasonable, and adequate.” 

1. The Settlement provides significant benefits to the Settlement Class 

The first Korshak factor—the strength of Plaintiffs’ case on the merits balanced against the 

relief offered in Settlement—“is the most important factor in determining whether a settlement 

should be approved.” Steinberg, 306 Ill. App. 3d at 170. While Plaintiffs remain confident in the 

strength of their claims, they also recognize that they would have to overcome significant obstacles 

to succeed. Given the obstacles and inherent risks Plaintiffs face with respect to their claims—and 

even getting to trial—the substantial benefits the Settlement provides favor its approval.  

Here, at the current Claims level, Class Counsel estimate that claiming Class Members will 

receive approximately $80. This amount will decrease pro-rata as additional claims are made until 

the September 14, 2021, Claim deadline. While the estimated recovery does represent a discount 

from full recovery in an individual case7, the discount to the monetary component is warranted in 

light of the certain and immediate payments to Class Members provided by the Settlement, the 

forward-looking relief designed to ensure Shutterfly’s compliance with BIPA, and particularly in 

light of the significant risks of ongoing litigation.  

The risks in litigation were apparent given Shutterfly’s numerous potentially meritorious 

defenses and the shifting legal landscape with respect to BIPA that existed at the outset of the case. 

Shutterfly firmly denied the material allegations and raised numerous legal defenses including, 

inter alia: (i) Plaintiffs’ claims are barred by BIPA’s photo exception, (ii) Shutterfly does not 

obtain biometric data from photos downloaded on its platform, (iii) BIPA does not apply to 

Shutterfly’s technology or to its conduct in the circumstances alleged in the Complaint, (iv) 

Plaintiffs’ BIPA claim is not appropriate for class treatment, and (v) claims asserted by Class 

Members are subject to mandatory individual arbitration. Many of these defenses, if successful, 

would result in the Plaintiffs and Class Members receiving little to no recovery. 

 
7 If Plaintiffs prove their claims and certify a class in this case, the class-wide statutory 
damages would be either $1,000 (if Shutterfly’s conduct were found negligent), or $5,000 (if 
willful) for each violation. 740 ILCS 14/20(1)-(2).  
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Most, if not all, Class Members faced the very real possibility that Shutterfly’s arbitration 

and class action waiver agreement would be found valid and enforceable, as demonstrated by the 

district court’s ruling that compelled Plaintiff Miracle-Pond’s claims to individual arbitration 

under the terms of Shutterfly’s Terms and Conditions. Federal Action, Dkt. No. 67. Had the case 

continued in litigation, Shutterfly’s arbitration policy likely would have prevented Class Members 

from proceeding in court, or as a class action, effectively eliminating the possibility of any 

comparable result. In addition, while most courts have found that a five-year statute of limitations 

applies to BIPA claims, Illinois courts are not unanimous. See, e.g., Cannon v. FIC America Corp., 

No. 20-L-121 (Cir. Ct. DuPage Cnty., August 7, 2020) (holding that a two-year statute of 

limitations applies to BIPA claims); Tims v. Black Horse Carriers, Inc., No. 1-19-0563 (1st Dist.) 

((issue of whether a five-year or one-year limitations period applies to BIPA claims currently on 

appeal before the First District Appellate Court). Here, the Settlement provides relief to persons 

whose claims fall within a five-year look-back period.  

In addition to Shutterfly’s many defenses, Plaintiffs would also otherwise be required to 

prevail on a class certification motion, which would be highly contested and for which success 

would certainly not be guaranteed. Schulte v. Fifth Third Bank, 805 F. Supp. 2d 560, 582 (N.D. 

Ill. 2011). “Settlement allows the class to avoid the inherent risk, complexity, time, and cost 

associated with continued litigation.” Id. at 586; see also Coy v. CCN Managed Care, Inc., 2011 

IL App (5th) 100068-U, ¶ 25 (stating that settlement allows parties to “avoid[] a determination of 

sharply contested issues and dispens[es] with expensive and wasteful litigation.”). “If the Court 

approves the [Settlement], the present lawsuit will come to an end and [Class Members] will realize 

both immediate and future benefits as a result.” Schulte, 805 F. Supp. 2d at 586. Against these 

risks, the projected per Claimant recovery of approximately $80 represents meaningful and prompt 

relief to Class Members. Approval would allow Plaintiffs and the Class Members to receive 

meaningful and significant benefits now, instead of years from now—or perhaps never. Id. at 582. 

Aside from the monetary relief, the non-monetary benefits created by the Settlement also 

support final approval. Under the terms of the Settlement, Shutterfly will take reasonable steps to 
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 11 

ensure compliance with BIPA by providing written disclosures to Class Members describing the 

data collected by Shutterfly’s Face Grouping feature, the purpose of collecting the data, and the 

length of term of the collections. The notice will also provide Class Members with a clear and 

conspicuous mechanism to affirmatively consent to the Face Grouping feature while also 

providing that any Class Member who has not affirmatively consented to Face Grouping within 

180 days, will have the feature turned “off” and all Face Grouping data associated with the non-

consenting Class Member permanently deleted. In addition, in recognition of the BIPA rights 

conferred on Class Members who are non-users and minors, each Illinois user who chooses to have 

Face Grouping enabled, must represent that they “have obtained consent for the feature from the 

people who appear in your photos or, if they are under the age of 18, from their parent or legal 

guardian.” Ahdoot Fee Aff. ¶ 22; Milian Fee Aff. ¶ 13. Furthermore, as mandated under Section 

15(a) of BIPA, Shutterfly will publish a retention schedule and guidelines for permanently 

destroying Face Grouping data created for Illinois residents within three years of their last 

interaction with Shutterfly. SA ¶ 3.1(a)(2).  

Plaintiffs have factored in both the significant risks that would necessarily accompany 

continued litigation, the significant time and expense of pursuing individual arbitrations for 

thousands of claimants, as well as the significant delay that would cause. Weighed against these 

significant risks, the Settlement ensures that Class Members will receive valuable and immediate 

relief and represents a fair, reasonable and adequate resolution of these claims. Consequently, the 

first and most important Korshak factor weighs strongly in favor of final approval. 

2. The Complexity, Length, and Expense of Further Litigation Weighs in 
Favor of Settlement 

The third factor, the “complexity, length and expense of further litigation,” Korshak, 206 

Ill. App. 3d at 972, also weighs heavily in favor of final approval of the Settlement. As the Korshak 

court observed, a “fair and reasonable settlement” is preferred over continued litigation which 

would leave any potential recovery “in limbo.” 206 Ill. App. 3d at 973; see also Isby v. Bayh, 75 

F.3d 1191, 1199-1200 (7th Cir. 1996) (affirming the final approval of a settlement where continued 
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litigation “would require the resolution of many . . . complex issues” and “entail considerable 

additional expense”).  And “[a]s courts recognize, a dollar obtained in settlement today is worth 

more than a dollar obtained after a trial and appeals years later.” Goldsmith v. Tech. Sols. Co., No. 

92 C 4374, 1995 WL 17009594, at *4 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 10, 1995). 

The Settlement allows Class Members to receive immediate monetary relief, avoiding 

lengthy and costly additional litigation. Indeed, the Settlement makes monetary relief obtainable 

through submission of a simple Court-approved Claim Form in a streamlined process through 

which Class Members have a far lesser burden than would be required in a court proceeding, and 

through which Class Members can obtain compensation. Moreover, the Settlement provides 

prospective relief that meets or exceeds the injunctive relief that Plaintiffs would have received 

had Plaintiffs prevailed on the merits.   

Had the Parties not reached this Settlement, this case would have proceeded to additional 

dispositive motions and/or class certification, with the Parties being required to expend substantial  

resources to go forward with their respective claims and defenses while facing a significant risk 

regarding any decision on the merits of the case and whether a class should be certified. And, the 

outcome of litigation is uncertain given that BIPA jurisprudence is rapidly evolving. Even if 

Plaintiffs ultimately prevailed, such efforts would have required significant additional resources, 

while also delaying resolution of this action for an indeterminate time, which would create 

additional injury to the affected Class Members who are in need of relief.  Against these substantial 

hurdles and uncertainties, the Settlement provides for substantial and prompt relief to the Class. 

This factor weighs in favor of final approval. 

3. The Positive Reaction to the Settlement Supports Final Approval 

The fourth and sixth Korshak factors—the amount of opposition to the Settlement and 

Class Members’ reaction to the Settlement—are “closely related” and often examined together. 

Korshak, 206 Ill. App. 3d at 973. Here, over 49,453 Class Members have filed claims and await 

final approval of the Settlement. Schwartz Aff. Re Final App. Motion ¶ 22. Despite direct notice 

to hundreds of thousands of class members and a robust Internet and print publication notice to 
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many more potential class members, only 24 individuals chose to opt out of the Settlement, and 

no Class Member objected to it. This overwhelmingly positive participation and complete absence 

of opposition supports approval of the Settlement. See, e.g., Am. Int’l Grp., Inc. v. ACE INA 

Holdings, Inc., No. 07 CV 2898, 2012 WL 651727, at *6 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 28, 2012) (“Out of a class 

of over thirteen hundred class members, only three . . . have objected, and just one has excluded 

itself from the class. Thus, . . . there has been almost no opposition to the settlement.”). Indeed, 

approval of a class settlement is appropriate even if a large percentage of the class objects, provided 

the Court considers and overrules those objections. Isby, 75 F.3d at 1200 (affirming approval of 

class settlement where “thirteen per cent of the class submitted written objections in response to 

the notice of settlement”).  

4. There Was No Collusion Between the Parties 

The next Korshak factor—the presence or absence of collusion in reaching a settlement—

also weighs in favor of final approval. See Korshak, 206 Ill. App. 3d at 972. There is an initial 

presumption that a proposed settlement is fair and reasonable when it was the result of arm’s-

length negotiations. A. Conte & H. Newberg, Newberg on Class Actions, § 11.42 (4th ed. 2002); 

see also Shaun Fauley, Sabon, Inc. v. Metro. Life Ins. Co., 2016 IL App (2d) 150236, ¶ 21 (finding 

no collusion where there was “no evidence that the proposed settlement was not the product of 

‘good faith, arm’s-length negotiations’”); Coy, 2011 IL App (5th) 100068-U, ¶ 31 (affirming trial 

court’s finding of no collusion where the record showed “an arms-length negotiation between 

plaintiffs and defendants, entered into after years of litigation and discovery, resulting in a 

settlement with the aid of an experienced mediator”). 

Here, as this Court found when it granted preliminary approval, there is no indicia of 

collusion. The context in which the Settlement was reached confirms it was the product of hard-

fought, arm’s-length negotiations between adverse parties and their well-qualified counsel. 

When negotiations began, Plaintiffs had a clear view of the strengths and weaknesses of 

their case and were in a strong position to make an informed decision regarding the reasonableness 

of a potential settlement. Plaintiffs’ counsel reviewed tens of thousands of pages of documents 

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 8
/2

5/
20

21
 6

:5
0 

PM
   

20
19

C
H

07
05

0



 14 

produced in discovery. The Parties engaged in extensive arm’s-length negotiations, including a 

full-day mediation session and extensive negotiations after that, with the assistance of Hon. Peter 

D. Lichtman, an experienced mediator—with such negotiations followed by multiple months of 

further communications and negotiations before finalization of the Settlement. Such an extensive 

and formal process underscores the non-collusive nature of the proposed Settlement. There is no 

indication of collusion or fraud in the settlement negotiations, and none exists.  

5. Class Counsel Believe that the Settlement is Fair, Reasonable, and Adequate 

Class Counsel have substantial experience prosecuting actions on behalf of consumers and 

have regularly been appointed as class counsel in numerous complex consumer class actions, 

including similar class actions involving violations of BIPA and other data privacy-related statutes, 

in state and federal courts across the country.  

Class Counsel strongly believe that final approval of the Settlement will avoid any risks 

and delays associated with allowing the litigation to move forward and is in the best interests of 

Class Members. Upon submission of a valid Claim Form and approval of their claim, Class 

Members are each provided an immediate and significant payment and meaningful relief instead 

of having to wait for the litigation and any subsequent appeals to run their course. Further, due to 

the defenses that Shutterfly has indicated that it would raise should the case proceed through 

litigation—and the resources that Shutterfly has committed to defend and litigate this matter 

through appeal—it is possible that the Class Members would receive no benefit whatsoever in the 

absence of this Settlement. Moreover, the benefits provided under the Settlement are significant 

among BIPA settlements like this one while also providing for meaningful prospective relief that 

will help prevent any further collection, storage, or use of biometrics of Class Members in the 

absence of express and informed consent. 

Class Counsel are confident that the Settlement is fair, reasonable, adequate, and in the best 

interests of the Settlement Class Members. This factor also strongly favors final approval. 
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6. The Stage of Litigation and Amount of Discovery Completed Has Ensured 
that the Settlement is Fair, Reasonable, and Adequate 

The final factor evaluates the stage of proceedings and the amount of discovery completed 

before the parties entered into the settlement. Korshak, 206 Ill. App. 3d at 972.  

This Action was intensely litigated, and the Settlement was reached only after extensive 

discovery efforts and substantial motion practice by both Parties. Plaintiffs and Class Counsel 

devoted substantial time, effort and resources to this litigation, beginning with their initial 

investigation of Plaintiffs’ allegations, continuing through a series of discovery demands and 

responses and several meet and confers regarding potential discovery disputes, complex motion 

practice by both Parties, and ending with hard-fought settlement negotiations. Ultimately, 

Shutterfly disclosed substantial evidence and information through formal discovery and under 

mediation privilege.   

From these efforts, the Parties were able to adequately assess the strengths and weaknesses 

of the claims and defenses, so that they could engage in informed, arm’s-length, adversarial 

negotiations. The Settlement was reached only after the Federal Action was ordered to arbitration 

for one Plaintiff and after substantial discovery had been taken. Class Counsel had sufficient and 

necessary information to make an informed and reasoned decision about the merits of the 

Settlement, and to determine that it represented a fair, reasonable and adequate result for the Class. 

B. The Class Meets the Elements for Certification Under 735 ILCS 5/2-801 

In its Preliminary Approval Order, the Court found that the Class could be certified as 

defined in ¶ 2.2 of the Settlement Agreement and that all applicable requirements of Section 2-801 

of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure were met. Prelim. App. Order ¶¶ 3, 5. There is no reason 

for the Court to depart from its previous conclusion that certification of the Class is warranted, and 

no party argues otherwise.  

VI. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the Court grant their Motion. 
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       Respectfully submitted, 

 
DATED:  August 25, 2021    CARLSON LYNCH, LLP 

 
 By:   /s/ Katrina Carroll   

Katrina Carroll 
kcarroll@carlsonlynch.com 
Nicholas Lange 
nlange@carlsonlynch.com 
111 West Washington Street, Suite 1240 
Chicago, IL 60602 
Tel: (312) 750-1265 
Firm ID: 63746 

 
AHDOOT & WOLFSON, PC 

     Tina Wolfson*  
twolfson@ahdootwolfson.com 
Robert Ahdoot* 
rahdoot@ahdootwolfson.com 
Bradley K. King* 
bking@ahdootwolfson.com 
Henry J. Kelston* 
hkelston@ahdootwolfson.com 
2600 West Olive Avenue, Suite 500 
Burbank, California 91505 
Tel: (310) 474-9111; Fax: (310) 474-8585 
 
CAREY RODRIGUEZ MILIAN, LLP 
David P. Milian*  
dmilian@careyrodriguez.com 
1395 Brickell Ave. Suite 700 
Miami, FL 33131 
Tel: (305) 372-7474 
 
* admitted pro hac vice  
 
Class Counsel 
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EXHIBIT	1	

	

FILED
8/25/2021 6:50 PM
IRIS Y. MARTINEZ
CIRCUIT CLERK
COOK COUNTY, IL
2019CH07050

14581812

Hearing Date: No hearing scheduled
Courtroom Number: No hearing scheduled
Location: No hearing scheduled
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Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 

 

VERNITA MIRACLE-POND and 
SAMANTHA PARAF, individually and on 
behalf of all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

SHUTTERFLY, INC., 

Defendant. 

 

Case No. 2019-CH-07050 

 

Judge: Raymond W. Mitchell 

 
AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 
REGARDING THE STATUS OF NOTICE 
AND SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
  

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 8
/2

5/
20

21
 6

:5
0 

PM
   

20
19

C
H

07
05

0



 
Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

I, Brandon Schwartz, hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I am the Director of Notice for Postlethwaite & Netterville, APAC (“P&N”), a full-service 

administration firm providing legal administration services, including the design, development, and 

implementation of unbiased complex legal notification programs.  

2. In the Affidavit of Brandon Schwartz on Settlement Notice Plan (the “Notice Plan Affidavit”) 

submitted to the Court on May 17, 2021 and submitted along with my C.V., I detailed the proposed Notice 

Plan to administer the claims process in the above-referenced matter (the “Action”)1. As stated in the Notice 

Plan Affidavit, P&N designed the Notice Plan to give notice to the Settlement Class in the most practicable 

manner possible. To do so, P&N designed, and the Court approved, a multifaceted approach utilizing a 

combination of (1) direct email/mail notice, (2) supplemental online display, (3) supplemental social media, 

(4) supplemental print notice, (5) supplemental search advertising, (6) toll-free settlement hotline, and a (7) 

Settlement Website. 

3. On June 9, 2021, the Court approved the Notice Plan and appointed P&N as the Settlement 

Administrator in the Order Granting Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (the “Order”). The 

Court also approved the Long Form Notice, Summary Notice, and Claim Form as provided by the “Parties 

as Exhibits 1, 4, and 3 respectively, to the Settlement Agreement”. 

4. In the Order, the Court “directs the Parties and Settlement Administrator to disseminate 

Notice no later than July 1, 2021 (i.e. thirty (30) days after the entry of this Order). The Court directs that 

the Settlement Administrator cause a copy of the Summary Notice be sent to all members of the Settlement 

Class who have been identified by Defendant through its records via e-mail or by first class United States 

mail, postage prepaid, within thirty (30) days after the entry of this Order. No later than the Notice Date, the 

Settlement Administrator shall cause copies of the Settlement Agreement, Long Form Notice, Summary 

Notice, and Claim Form, in forms available for download, to be posted on a website developed for the 

Settlement ("Settlement Website").” 

5. Upon entry of the Order, P&N began to implement the Notice Plan in accordance with the 

Order. This Affidavit details the current status of the Notice Plan and Settlement Administration. The 

Settlement Agreement requires that notice be provided through the September 14, 2021 Claims Deadline. 

                                           
1 All capitalized terms not otherwise defined in this document shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the 
Settlement Agreement. 
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Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

Therefore, supplemental Affidavits will be provided to the Court regarding the status of the Notice Plan 

prior to the September 8th, 2021 Fairness Hearing and upon completion of the claims period. 

NOTICE PLAN SUMMARY 

Settlement Website 

6. On June 28, 2021, a neutral, informational Settlement Website, 

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com, was created to provide Settlement Class Members access to the Claim 

Form, Notices, Settlement Agreement, and other relevant documents. The Settlement Website also includes 

relevant dates, answers to frequently asked questions, instructions for how Settlement Class Members may 

opt-out (request exclusion) from or object to the Settlement, contact information for the Settlement 

Administrator, and provides Settlement Class Members with the ability to submit a claim using the online 

claim form and instructions for completing a claim submission. 

7. As of August 24, 2021, the Settlement Website has received 336,865 page views from 87,247 

unique visitors. 

Dedicated Toll-Free Hotline 

8. On June 28, 2021, a toll-free hotline, 1-833-760-0656, was established allowing Settlement 

Class Members to call and obtain essential information regarding the Settlement and be provided responses 

to frequently asked questions. The automated phone system is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

9. As of August 24, 2021, there have been 334 calls to the hotline, totaling 1,011 minutes. 

Direct Notice 

10. On or about June 14, 2021, P&N received a Class Notice List from Shutterfly that included 

names, mailing address, and email addresses for the known Settlement Class Members. The Notice Plan 

provided, and the Order directed, that individual notice be sent via Email Notice and a Postcard Notice be 

mailed to all undeliverable email addresses or to whom an email address has not been provided. 

11. P&N followed standard email best practices, including utilizing “unsubscribe” links and the 

Settlement Administrator contact information in the Email Notice. Prior to sending, P&N performed an 

email hygiene and verification process designed to protect the integrity of the email campaign and maximize 

deliverability. Steps included deduplication, syntax validation, misspelled domain detection and correction, 

domain validation, and risk validation. The final email list included 1,522,555 email addresses  

12. Beginning on June 28, 2021, P&N caused Email Notice to be sent to the 1,522,555 email 
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Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

addresses on the Class Notice List that passed the hygiene and verification process. Ultimately, the Email 

Notice was successfully delivered to 1,471,019 email addresses, or 96.6% deliverability. A sample copy of 

the Email Notice sent to those identified on the Class Notice List is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

13. In the instance where an email was returned undeliverable, P&N mailed a Postcard Notice 

by USPS. After processing the mailing addresses through the NCOA database maintained by the USPS to 

help ensure address information is up-to-date and accurately formatted for mailing, in addition to certifying 

the mailing addresses via the Coding Accuracy Support System (CASS) to ensure the quality of the zip code 

and verified through Delivery Point Validation (DPV) to verify the accuracy of the addresses, a total of 

51,320 Postcard Notices were mailed starting on July 10, 2021. As of August 24, 2021, 42,190 Postcard 

Notices were delivered. A sample copy of the Postcard Notice that was mailed is attached as Exhibit B. 

14. A summary of the direct notice dissemination statistics is included in the table below: 
 

Direct Notice Dissemination Statistics 

Description Volume 
Percentage 

of Class List 

Class Notice List 1,522,555 100.0% 
E-Mail Notices 

Total E-Mail Notices Sent 1,522,555 100.0% 
Total E-Mail Notices Delivered 1,471,019 96.6% 
Total E-Mail Notices Bounced/Undeliverable 51,536 3.4% 

Mail Notice 
Total Postcard Notices Mailed 51,320 3.4% 
Total Postcard Notices Returned as Undeliverable 9,130 0.6% 

Mail Notice Re-Mailed 
Total Unique Postcards Re-mailed 1,174 0.07% 
Total Undeliverable Postcard Notices (Re-Mailed) 224 0.01% 

Notice Reach Statistics 
Received E-mail Notice 1,471,019 96.6% 
Received Postcard Notice 42,190 2.8% 
Received Direct Notice 1,513,209 99.4% 

Publication Notice 

15. The Notice Plan includes an approximate one-eighth page version of the Summary Notice 

(“Print Notice”) to be published in not less than three widely circulated newspapers in Illinois. The Print 

Notice was placed in seven publications and appeared three times in non-consecutive days. Additionally, 

the Notice appeared in the online version of each publication in substantially similar form to the Print Notice 
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Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

or in the form of a banner notice, depending on each publications specifications and guidelines. 

16. A summary of the Print Notice campaign is as follows: 
 

Newspaper Distribution Circulation Run Dates 
Chicago 
Tribune 

Chicago, IL 530,891 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 

The Journal 
Star 

Peoria, IL 26,590 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 

News-Gazette Champaign/Urbana, IL 24,000 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 
Rockford 
Register Star 

Rockford, IL 17,549 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 

The State 
Journal 

Springfield, IL 14,000 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 

The Herald-
Whig 

Quincy, IL 11,528 July 11, July 18, and July 25, 2021 

The Southern 
Illinoisan 

Carbondale, IL 5,865 July 7, July 14, and July 21, 2021 

17. A copy of the Print Notice as it appeared in each publication is attached as Exhibit C. 

Digital Banner Notice 

18. On July 1, 2021, P&N caused digital banner notices to run across the Google Display 

Network, Facebook, and Instagram. The digital notices targeting individuals by demography, behavior, 

geography, contextual, remarketing, interest groups, look-alike, and customer match targeting, among 

others, and allowed viewers to identify themselves as potential Settlement Class Members and click through 

to the Settlement Website. As of August 24, 2021, 66,931,434 impressions have been generated. Screenshots 

of the digital banner notices are attached as Exhibit D. 

19. The Parties negotiated that Shutterfly will place a hyperlink on their website which would 

direct users to the Settlement Website in the event that the Direct Email Reach Rate failed to successfully 

deliver to 90% of the Class Notice List, as more fully described in Sections 6.1(d)(i)(a) and (c) of the 

Settlement Agreement. P&N reported to the Parties a Direct Email Reach Rate of 96.61% (¶12) thereby not 

requiring a hyperlink to be placed on Shutterfly’s website. 

Search Advertising 

20. On July 1, 2021, P&N caused search-based advertising notice be placed on Google. 

Keywords such as “Shutterfly Class Action”, “Shutterfly Illinois”, “Shutterfly BIPA”, among others, were 

used to generate a short descriptive notice below the search field which allowed Settlement Class Members 
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Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050 

AFFIDAVIT OF BRANDON SCHWARTZ 

to click through to the Settlement Website. As of August 24, 2021, 7,129 impressions have been generated. 

Screenshots of the of the search-based notices are attached as Exhibit E. 

Settlement P.O. Box 

21. P&N maintains a designated P.O. Box for the administration of the Settlement: Miracle-

Pond, et al. v. Shutterfly, Inc., P.O. Box 3395, Baton Rouge, LA 70821. P&N monitors the Settlement P.O. 

Box for Settlement-related mail such as objections, exclusion requests, and inquiries about the Settlement. 

P&N promptly handles all mail received at the Settlement P.O. Box. As of August 24, 2021, P&N has 

received 351 pieces of administrative mail through the P.O. Box. 

Claim Form Submissions 

22. The deadline for Settlement Class Members to submit a Claim Form is September 14, 2021. 

As of August 24, 2021, P&N has received 49,453 claim submissions. P&N shall continue to analyze claims 

that have already been received as well as any additional timely claims received or postmarked by the 

September 14, 2021 claim filing deadline.  

Objections and Exclusions 

23. Pursuant to the Court’s order “[a]ny objection to this Settlement Agreement, and any papers 

submitted in support of said objection, shall be valid and entertained by the Court at the Final Approval 

Hearing only if, on or before the Objection/Exclusion Deadline of August 16, 2021 (i.e. forty-five (45) days 

after the Notice Date), the person making an objection shall: (i) file his/her objection with the Clerk of Court; 

(ii) file copies of such papers he/she proposes to submit at the Final Approval Hearing with the Clerk of the 

Court; and (iii) sends copies of such papers via United States mail, hand delivery, or overnight delivery to 

Class Counsel and Defendant's Counsel. A copy of the objection must also be mailed to the Settlement 

Administrator at the address that the Settlement Administrator will establish to receive requests for exclusion 

or objections, Claim Forms, and any other communication relating to this settlement.”. To date, no 

objections have been received by P&N. 

24. Pursuant to the Court’s Order, “[a] member of the Settlement Class may request to be 

excluded from the Settlement Class in writing by a request postmarked, or submitted electronically via the 

Settlement Website, or by submitting a request to an email address established for the purpose of receiving 

exclusion requests, on or before the Objection/Exclusion Deadline of August 16, 2021”. To date, 24 requests 

for exclusion have been received by P&N. A list of all individuals who have submitted valid Request for 
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Exhibit A: Sample Email Notice  
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=5abf1c1c48&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1703385998761457093&simpl=msg-f%3A17033859987… 1/2

Settlement Notice - Miracle-Pond, et al. v. Shutterfly, Inc. 

Shutterfly BIPA Settlement <notice@pncpa.com> 
Reply-To: info@shutterflybipasettlement.com
To: Classmember@email.com

Settlement Claim ID: XXX-123456

COURT-APPROVED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT NOTICE 

Dear Class Member, 

You have received this email because you may be a Class Member and eligible for a payment in the Miracle-Pond,

et al. v. Shutterfly, Inc. class action settlement. 

To be eligible for benefits in this matter, you must file a claim by September 14, 2021, using the unique claim

ID above.   Claim Forms are available by visiting www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com or by calling 1-833-760-

0656. More information can be found in the full summary notice below or on the case website at

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. 

IF YOUR FACE APPEARS IN A PHOTOGRAPH ON
SHUTTERFLY YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO A

PAYMENT FROM A CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT.
Si desea recibir esta notificacion en español, llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”),

which claims that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing biometric data of individuals in Illinois

without proper notice and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly denies it violated any

law and the Court has not decided who is right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment please

visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.

Who is Included? You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if you are an Illinois resident

and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly at any time since June 11, 2014.

What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be eligible to receive a pro rata

portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the payment amount depending on the number of valid claims
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and deductions for Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees, litigation 

costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.

How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a Claim Form. If you submit a Claim 

Form, you will give up the right to sue Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims 

made in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by September 14, 2021.

Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the Settlement, you must exclude yourself by 

August 16, 2021. If you do not exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully 

described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at www.ShutterflyBIPASettlment. 

com. You may object to the Settlement by August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website 

explains how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on September 8, 2021 

to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement 

Fund, reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. 

Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. 

You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The 

hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more information, call 1-833-760-0656 or visit the 

website.

Miracle-Pond, et al. v. Shutterfly, Inc.
P.O. Box 3395

Baton Rouge, LA 70821
Unsubscribe - Unsubscribe Preferences
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Exhibit B: Sample Postcard Notice 
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Postal Service: Do Not Mark or Cover Barcode

Legal Notice about a Class Action Settlement
If Your Face Appears in a Photograph On Shutterfly, You May Be 

Entitled to a Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), 
claiming that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing biometric data of individuals in 
Illinois without proper notice and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly denies 
it violated any law and the Court has not decided who is right.

Visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com or call 1-833-760-0656 for more information.

Shutterfly BIPA Settlement 
c/o Settlement Administrator
P.O. Box 3395
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

TY35

PRESORTED
FIRST CLASS
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
FPI

Miracle-Pond, et al.  v. Shutterfly, Inc., No. 2019-CH-07050
Claim Form

To submit a Claim for a payment from the Settlement Fund, please fill out the Claim Form below and send it by U.S. mail. You may also submit a 
Claim Form online at www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. The deadline to file a claim online is 11:59 p.m. Central on September 14, 2021. If you 
send in a Claim Form by regular mail, it must be postmarked on or before Septemeber 14, 2021.

*Denotes Information You Must Provide To Have A Valid Claim
Questions? Visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com or call 1-833-760-0656

*I affirm that to the best of my knowledge I am an Illinois resident and I appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly between June 11, 2014 
and Final Approval.

*Signature:

*First Name *Last Name

*Street Address

Email Address 

*State *Zip Code*City

Telephone Number where you can be reached

- -

*Date (MM/DD/YY):

SETTLEMENT CLAIM ID: [claim Id]
[FIRST NAME] [LAST NAME]
[ADDRESS1] 
[ADDRESS2]
[CITY] [STATE] [ZIP]  

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

[Mail ID]

87740-56929_Shutterfly-Postcard Notice 6.23.21.indd   187740-56929_Shutterfly-Postcard Notice 6.23.21.indd   1 7/14/21   3:20 PM7/14/21   3:20 PM
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Who is Included? You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if you are an Illinois 
resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be eligible to receive a pro 
rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the payment amount depending on the number of 
valid claims and deductions for Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ 
fees, litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a Claim Form. If you submit 
a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit 
about the claims made in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by 
Septmeber 14, 2021
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the Settlement, you must exclude yourself 
by August 16, 2021. If you do not exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more 
fully described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website. You may object to the 
Settlement by August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website listed below explains 
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on September 8, 2021 at 
11:00 a.m. to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of 
the Settlement Fund and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions for 
these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You 
may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The 
hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com1-833-760-0656

Makaron v. Enagic USA, Inc., Case No. 2:15-cv-05145-DDP -E (C.D. Cal.)

THIS SUMMARY NOTICE PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT.  

Summary of the Settlement: Defendant has agreed to pay twelve dollars ($12.00) to each Class Member who submits a valid and 

timely claim, pay Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees of up to $1,300,000, pay Class Counsel’s actual costs up to $60,000, pay a service 

award to the Class Representative of $7,500, and pay costs and expenses of settlement administration. Defendant has also agreed to an 

injunction regarding its and its Distributors calling practices and compliance with the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.   

Can I Get Money from the Settlement? Yes, each Class Member who submits a valid and timely Settlement Claim will receive a 

cash award of twelve dollars ($12.00). 

How Do I Make A Settlement Claim? To make a claim 1) fill out, sign, and mail this claim form back; 2) submit a claim online at 

www.EnagicTCPASettlement.com; OR 3) print and complete the form from the Settlement website and mail to the address below. 

Claim forms must be submitted online or, if by mail, postmarked on or before November 14, 2019. 

Do I Have a Lawyer? Yes. The Court has appointed the Law Offices of Todd M. Friedman, P.C. as counsel for the Class. The lawyers 

will be paid by Defendant as part of the Settlement. You may hire your own lawyer to represent you at your own expense.  

What Should I Do? Class Members have four options: (1) Submit a Claim to the Settlement Administrator to receive twelve 

dollars ($12.00). If the Settlement is approved, you will not have the right to sue separately for damages of $500 per call, or $1,500 

per calls made willfully. (2) Remain a Class Member but object to the Settlement. Instructions for objecting are available at  

www.EnagicTCPASettlement.com. Objections and supporting documents must be mailed to the Court postmarked by November 14, 2019. 

You may choose to pay for and be represented by a lawyer who may send the objection for you. (3) Exclude yourself from the 

Settlement by mailing a request to the Settlement Administrator (not the Court). You must state in writing your name, address, the cell 

number at which you believe you received a call from Defendant, and that you want to be excluded from this Settlement. Exclusions 

must be signed and postmarked no later than November 14, 2019. (4) Do Nothing: If you do nothing, you will remain part of the 

Settlement Class and will release your claims against the Released Parties, but you will not receive any money from this Settlement.  

Scheduled Hearing: The judge scheduled a hearing for January 13, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., at the United States District Court for 

the Central District of California, United States Courthouse, 350 W. 1st Street, 6th Floor, Courtroom 9C, Los Angeles, CA 90012, 

regarding whether to give final approval to the Settlement, including the amounts of any attorneys’ fees, costs, and class representative 

award. The hearing may be changed without notice. It is not necessary for you to appear at this hearing, but you may attend at your 

own expense. 

For more information: Visit: www.EnagicTCPASettlement.com; Call: 1-888-662-7142; or write to: ENAGIC TCPA SETTLEMENT 

c/o Postlethwaite & Netterville, P.O. Box 3518, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

78187-52197_Mockup.indd   2 8/1/19   9:45 AM

WILMINGTON TRUST TCPA SETTLEMENT
C/O POSTLETHWAITE & NETTERVILLE
P.O. BOX 3137
BATON ROUGE, LA 70821-9908

SHUTTERFLY BIPA SETTLEMENT
C/O POSTLETHWAITE & NETTERVILLE
P.O. BOX 3396
BATON ROUGE, LA 70821-9918

87740-56929_Shutterfly-Postcard Notice 6.23.21.indd   287740-56929_Shutterfly-Postcard Notice 6.23.21.indd   2 7/14/21   3:20 PM7/14/21   3:20 PM
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Exhibit C: Publication Notice  
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In his remarks, Biden 
noted a different metric: By 
the end of the week, nearly 
160 million Americans, not 
quite half the population, 
will be fully vaccinated. The 
worrisome delta variant 
spreading quickly around 
the country remains a 
concern in areas with lower 
vaccination rates. Although 
there is not yet good data on 
how all of the vaccines hold 
up against delta, several 
widely used shots, includ-
ing those made by Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech, are still effective 
against the delta variant 
after two doses, research 
suggests.

But providers were 
administering about 
870,000 doses per day on 
average, as of Tuesday, about 
a 74% decrease from the 
peak of 3.38 million reported 
on April 13.

And beyond the issues 
with the vaccination 
campaign, declines in the 
virus itself appear to have 
stalled nationally. After a 
sharp drop in virus cases, the 
average number of new daily 
cases across the country 
seems to have leveled off and 
remain close to the lowest 
point since testing became 
widely available. Biden 
underscored that over-
all progress in his remarks 
on Tuesday, but pockets of 
outbreaks remain. In some 
parts of Texas, Arkansas 
and Missouri, for instance, 
there has been a sharp rise 
in cases.

Biden used his remarks to 
outline five areas of concen-
tration for his adminis-
tration, all avenues it has 
already pursued: targeted, 
community by community, 
door-to-door outreach to get 
the remaining Americans 
vaccinated; a fresh push to 
get vaccines to primary care 
doctors; a boost in efforts to 
get vaccines to pediatricians 
and other providers who 
serve younger people so that 
adolescents ages 12 to 18 can 
get their shots; expanded 
mobile clinic efforts; and the 
workplace changes.

“The bottom line is, my 
administration is doing 
everything we can to lead 
a whole-of-government 
response at the federal, state 

and local levels to defeat the 
pandemic,” he said. “We 
need everyone to do their 
part.”

It is unclear what else 
the administration can do. 
Public health officials know 
that the last stretch of any 
vaccination campaign is 
the most arduous — a point 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, Biden’s 
top medical adviser for the 
pandemic, made in a recent 
interview.

“The last mile is always 
the hardest,” Fauci said, 
adding, “We’re actually on 
the last quarter-mile.”

Vocal concern about the 
sluggish pace of vaccina-
tions also extended Tuesday 
into a red state where resis-
tance to receiving inocula-
tions has been stubbornly 
high and coronavirus cases 
have been rising. 

Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson announced 
Tuesday that he would 
hold “community COVID 
conversations” in commu-
nities across the state in the 
hope that he can persuade 
more residents to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

Hutchinson said he wants 
to hear and answer concerns 
feeding the reluctance of 
many to be vaccinated.

The goal, he said, was 
to engage communities at 
a local level and ask what 
can be done to overcome 
remaining public vaccina-
tion hesitancy. His first event 
is scheduled for Thursday in 

Cabot.
The state has recorded 

270 new cases of COVID-
19 since Monday, which 
Hutchinson said may be an 
undercount because of the 
three-day July Fourth holi-
day. He reported 55 new 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
since Monday, “the largest 
increase in hospitalizations 
since January. It is the larg-
est increase of hospitaliza-
tions since we’ve had the 
vaccine available to prevent 
hospitalizations,” Hutchin-
son said. Six new COVID-19 
deaths also were reported.

Meanwhile, the Arkansas 
vaccination rate remained 
lower than the national 

average, “and while we have 
1 million fully vaccinated in 
Arkansas, that is not high 
enough to prevent more 
cases,” Hutchinson said.

Where Arkansas was 
making up ground against 
COVID-19 in April, it’s losing 
ground in July, Hutchinson 
said. He blamed the surge on 
the highly contagious delta 
variant, which now makes 
up more than half of the 
COVID-19 cases in Arkan-
sas. Of those hospitalized, 98 
to 99% were not fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19, he 
said.

The Associated Press con-
tributed.

President Joe Biden speaks about his administration’s COVID-19 response and the U.S. 
vaccination program during remarks broadcast to the nation Tuesday from the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building in Washington. SAUL LOEB/GETTY-AFP
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1-866-JUNK GENIE
Make A Wish . . . Make The Call . . .

LET THE GENIE
REMOVE IT ALL!

• Single Items or Truck Loads
• Commercial or Residential Clean-Ups
• Construction Remodeling
• Moving Clean-Outs (House/Business)
• Furniture & Appliance Removal
• Garden or Yard Debris

FREE
ESTIMATES

Senior & Veteran
Discounts

LOCALLY OWNED

Pay only for the space used on the truck

1-866 JUNK GENIE
1-866-586-5436
www.junkgenie.com

$20 OFF
Any Pick-up

866-JunkGenie
www.JunkGenie.com

Excludes Single Pick-ups.
Not valid with any other offer.
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Advertised yield consists of a .20% annual percentage yield plus 3.30% interest bonus which equals the above
advertised yield. $15,000 deposit required and certain restrictions may apply. Penalty for early withdrawal. FDIC
Insured to $250,000 per institution. Sun Cities is not a bank and checks are not made payable to Sun Cities, only
the FDIC Insured bank you select. Sun Cities is a leader in locating superior insurance and banking products.

1901 N. Roselle Road, Suite 800
(847) 260-8635

Schaumburg

1415 West 22nd Street, Tower Floor Level
(630) 413-9932

Oak Brook

5600 N. River Rd., Suite 800
(847) 268-3109

Rosemont

Working Hard So You Earn More Since 1998

Member for
22 YearsMonday-Friday 9am to 4pm

ByAppointment Only ForYour Safety

Closed July 5th for Independence Day
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3.50%
FDIC-Insured 6 Month Term

Offer Expires Friday July 9th, 2021

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a claim
for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

Our Tradition begins
with an ending . . .

Nowmore than ever,
Catholic Cemeteries of Chicago
is dedicated to the promise of
Peace of Mind, Tradition, and Faith.

Our Optional Cemetery Service packages
are inclusive of all your burial needs:
Graveside or Chapel committal service
Monday through Saturday at all our locations.
Interest free payments or paid in full discounts.
Lock in today’s prices and avoid future
increases.
Packages are available for both immediate
and pre-need selections.
Optional Cemetery Service (OCS) packages can
be added to new grave purchases or previously
purchased graves.
To begin your tradition today call
708-236-5400
708-449-2340 Espanol
708-236-5446 Po Polsku or visit
www.CatholicCemeteriesChicago.org CTW-OCS10

Our app.
Your way.
Create a personalized
reading experience.

DOWNLOADOUR FREE APP

Simply select your topics of interest to

customize how you get the news.

Our app also offers:

• Easy navigation

• Customized alerts

Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC.
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passage of congressional
proposals to override new
state voting restrictions and
torestorepartsof theVoting
RightsAct thatwerecurbed
in recent years by the U.S.
Supreme Court “a national
imperative.”
Yet, instead of raising the

possibilityoffightingthefili-
buster,heappearedtotacitly
acknowledge the fading
hopes for thebills, sayinghe
would launch a nationwide
campaign to arm voters
with information on rules
changes and restrictions
ahead of the 2022 midterm
elections.
“Wehavetopreparenow,”

thepresident said.
Biden’s remarks came a

day after Texas Democrats
decamped for Washington
in an effort to deny their
GOP-controlled Legisla-
ture the necessary quorum
to pass a bill placing new
restrictions on voting in the
state.
The lawmakers, who

arrived in the nation’s capi-

tal Monday night, said they
were prepared to stay in
Washington — out of the
reach of Texas law enforce-
ment—until a special legis-
lative session concludes
early next month. It marks
a dramatic new showdown
over voting inAmerica.
Standingnear thestepsof

the U.S. Capitol for a news
conferenceaheadofameet-
ing with Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer,
the Democrats promised to
“stayout andkill this bill.”
However, stateRep.Chris

Turner, the leader of the
Texas Legislature’s House
Democrats, predicted that
their efforts would ulti-
mately be futile unless
congressional Democrats
take bolder action to over-
come a Senate Republican
blockade of the sweeping
federalvotingbill.The legis-
lation, knownas theFor the
People Act, would create
national standards for
voting that could roll back
someof therestrictions that
have been approved or are
advancinginRepublican-led
states, includingTexas.
“We can’t hold this

tide back forever. We’re
buying some time.We need
Congress and all of our
federal leaders to use that
timewisely,”Turner said.
Several states have

enacted new voting restric-
tions, and others are debat-
ing them, as the GOP has
seized on Trump’s false
claim of massive voter
fraud in the 2020 election
as a rationale for curtail-
ing ballot access. “No other
election has ever been held
under such scrutiny, such
high standards,” Biden said
of the2020 race.
Some GOP-led states

haveworkedtorollbackthe
vote-by-mailexpansionthat
was put in place in the past
presidential election due
to COVID-19 fears. Others
have tried to strengthen
voter identificationrequire-
mentsandcurtailhoursand
locations for early voting
andballot drop-offs.
Texas Republican Gov.

Greg Abbott said he would
keepcallingspecial sessions
through next year if neces-
sary to pass his state’s
legislation, and raised the
possibility of Democrats

facing arrest upon return-
inghome.
Biden’s speech was

intended as the opening
salvo of a public pressure
campaign, White House
aides said, even as legisla-
tive options to block voting
restrictions face significant
obstacles.
Asked whether Biden

thinks the Texas legislators
are doing the right thing
by leaving the state, White
House deputy press secre-
taryKarineJean-Pierresaid
“heapplaudstheircourage.”
Shesaid that in theadminis-
tration’s view, theTexas bill
isan“assaultondemocracy.”
DemocratsonCapitolHill

have tried to respond with
a sweeping federal voting
andelectionsbill thatSenate
Republicans have united to
block. Most Republicans
have similarly dismissed a
separatebill, theJohnLewis
VotingRightsAdvancement
Act, which would restore
sectionsof theVotingRights
Act that the SupremeCourt
hasweakened.
Those roadblocks have

increased focus on Senate
filibuster rules, which, if

left in place, would seem
to provide an insurmount-
able roadblock, requiring
60 votes in the evenly split,
100-member chamber to
even bring up controver-
sial legislation. Republicans
have been unanimous in
opposition to eliminating
thefilibuster.
Moderate Democrats

includingSens.JoeManchin
ofWestVirginiaandKyrsten
SinemaofArizonaalsohave
expressed reluctance to
changing theSenate rules.
Many Democrats have

expressed frustration with
the lack of a greaterWhite
House push to change the
filibuster, with civil rights
activistsstressingthatBiden
was elected with broad
support from Black people
whosevotes areoftenput at
riskbyvoting restrictions.
Rev. Al Sharpton, who

attended Biden’s address,
called ita“goodspeech,”but
saidhetoldBidenthatadvo-
cates won’t let up on him
over the filibuster. ‘”I told
him that I was going to stay
onhimabout thefilibuster,”
hetoldreporters. ‘We’restill
waitingonthefilibuster.”He
describedBidenasnoncom-
mittal on the issue.
Biden, himself a veteran

of the Senate, has offered
some support for filibus-
ter changes. But he has not
put his full political weight
behind the issue, believing
itcounterproductive inboth
the legislative and politi-
cal fights over voting. He
and Vice President Kamala
Harris, who is leading the

administration’s efforts on
voting rights, met last week
with someof the civil rights
leaders,whomadeclear that
they expected a legislative
solution. Harris is to meet
with the Texas lawmakers
thisweek, her office said.
“Ourbacksareagainst the

wall. This is the moment.
Wehavenomoretime,”said
Sherrilyn Ifill, president of
the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund, after the meeting. “I
told the president: We will
not be able to litigate our
way out of this threat to
Black citizenship.”
Althoughnotabandoning

hopeof legislativeaction, the
WestWinghasbeenshifting
focus to other measures to
protect voting, including
legal remedies pursued by
theJusticeDepartmentand
action in individual states,
according toofficials.There
also will be an emphasis on
boostingvoter turnout,with
aides pointing to success
Democrats had in getting
out votes last year during
theheight of thepandemic.
Officialsconcede, though,

that turning out voters is
always harder in a nonpres-
idential election year. Some
frustrated aides, seeing the
reality in theSenate, believe
toomuchofa focushasbeen
placedon federal legislative
measures and think that
civic and business groups
can also play a role in fight-
ing the voting restrictions.
They note that an outcry in
Georgiahelpedwaterdown
someof theGOP’sproposed
plans there.

Voting
from Page 1
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Ross-Simons Item #931446
To receive this special offer, use offer code: BREEZE24

1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/breeze

Sterling Silver
Sea Life Anklet

Artfully crafted in textured
and polished sterling
silver, our playful anklet
features a beachy mix
of seashells, starfish,

sea turtles and sea horses
presented in eye-catching
detail. Keep your seaside

summer memories with you
all year long when you wear

our charming design.

$89
Plus Free Shipping
Sterling Silver
Sea Life Anklet

9" with a 1" extender.
5⁄8" wide.

Lobster clasp.

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a claim
for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

3.35%
6 MONTH TERM FDIC INSURED

Advertised yield consists of a .20% annual percentage yield plus 3.15% interest bonus which equals the above advertised
yield. $15,000 deposit required and certain restrictions may apply. Penalty for early withdrawal. FDIC Insured to $250,000
per institution. New customers only. Rates available for returning customers. Sun Cities is not a bank and checks are not
made payable to Sun Cities, only the FDIC Insured bank you select. Sun Cities is a leader in locating superior insurance and
banking products. Insurance products offered through SC Financial & Insurance Agency.

ByAppointment Only ForYour Safety

1901 N. Roselle Road, Suite 800 • (847) 260-8635
Schaumburg

1415 West 22nd Street, Tower Floor Level • (630) 413-9932
Oak Brook

5600 N. River Rd., Suite 800 • (847) 268-3109
Rosemont

Financial GroupSun Cities

Member for
22 Years

Monday-Friday 9am to 4pm

High CD Rate Offer

www.suncitiesfinancialgroup.com
Working Hard So You Earn More Since 1998

A Friendship Senior Options Community
(630) 923-8019 • GreenFieldsGeneva.org

INDEPENDENT LIVING • HOME CARE • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY SUPPORT • SHORT-TERM REHAB • SKILLED NURSING CARE

Live a life you’ll love at Fox Valley’s
leading senior living community.

Get Set to Thrive.

†Offer ends July 31, 2021. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty,
or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,500 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full
amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details.
Walk-In Bath installed in as little as a day. *Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but
all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum
monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided
by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for
certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services
from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a
registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders.
NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

Design Your Dream Bath & Save

$1,500 OFF
Your Walk-In Bath Purchase†

Design Your Dream Bath & Save

Your Walk-In Bath Purchase†

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(630) 423-5785

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

F I N A N C I N G AVA I L A B L E T H I S M O N T H O N LY

Safety Meets Style
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news conference. But she
said cities across the coun-
trywereunprepared for the
scale of theFloydprotests.
Lightfootsaidthecitysaw

a cycle of peaceful protests
that were “hijacked by vigi-
lantes”andthenlootingthat
occurred from the end of
May intoJune.
“We had not seen

anything like that, on that
scale, across somanyneigh-
borhoods inChicagomaybe
ever, but certainly not since
the murder and assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King
in the late ’60s,” she said.
Lightfootsaidthecitywas

prepared for a large-scale
protest, but instead, the city
hadsomethingexperienced
something that was “very,
verydifferent.”
“Now, we had to pivot.

And I think we learned
a tremendous amount
because of the experiences
of that fateful two- to three-
week period from the end
of May to the beginning of
June,” shesaid. “Weapplied
alotof those lessons learned,
both in terms of crowd
management, making sure
we’re respecting people’s
First Amendment rights to
peacefully protest. But also
in terms of being prepared
for thedark side ofwhatwe
saw,whichispeoplecoming
into our city towreakhavoc
andthecriminal lootingthat
tookplace.”
In February of this year,

the city inspector general
released a scathing analy-
sis that had also concluded
the departmentwas ill-pre-
paredandlackedafirmplan
for the protests, resulting in
a chaotic response that put
both police and the public
at risk.
The latest report echoed

many of those concerns,
noting that some officers
were evendispatchedwith-
out equipment, includ-
ing radios or body-worn
cameras. They did not have
adequate transportation or
rest periods with access to
bathrooms at a time they
were working 12-hour days
to respond to the rapidly
developing situation.
Officer deaths from

suicides and accidents also
increased over the upris-

ings, the report said. Offi-
cers also experiencedmore
than 3,200 COVID-19 cases
throughout the response
period,aswellasdoxingand
verbal abuse.
In Hickey’s report, offi-

cers also responded to
“10-1” calls — emergencies
forcops inneedofassistance
— “without direction or in
an organized manner,” the
report stated.
“Teamswere formed and

deployed without coordi-
nated training, which led
to more officers engag-
ing in individualized deci-
sion-makingandresponses,
outsideofbestpracticesand
engaging crowds individu-
ally, which then required
another uncoordinated
response to rescue them,”
according to thedocument.
CPD and other city offi-

cials didn’t have specific
plans that were tailored
for 2020′s unique circum-
stances, including car cara-
vans, fluid protests dictated
in real time through social
media and unprecedented
turnout, among other
factors.Officerswerepulled
from different parts of the
city to “unfamiliar loca-
tions” and they had limited
resources.
“We heard from city

personnel and many CPD
officers — some with

decades of experience —
that they had never seen
the level of unrest in their
careers, with many adding
that there was nothing the
city or the CPD could have
done to fully prepare,” the
report stated.
For the future, Hickey’s

team recommended that
CPD “expand” its plan-
ning operations, establish
a “multifaceted” planning
team and modifying its
currentplanning strategies.
While the investigation

noted “the vast majority of
protests and people partic-
ipating in protests have
been peaceful,” as well as
the professional conduct
of many officers, Hickey
also found “some officers
engaged in various levels of
misconduct and excessive
force,” in cases that remain
under investigation.
The Civilian Office of

Police Accountability had
“anunprecedentednumber”
of complaints and videos of
officers disregarding poli-
cies, including not wearing
masks, covering identifying
information, using exces-
sive force and using racial,
gendered and homophobic
slurs, the report said.
“We heard from many

community members who
expressed new fears, frus-
trations, confusion, pain,

and anger regarding their
experiences with officers
during protests,” the report
states. “We heard from
community members who
participated in protests —
some for the first time —
who said that officers were
verbally abusive toward
them; pushed and shoved
them; tackled them to the
ground; pushed themdown
stairs; pulled their hair;
struck them with batons,
fists,orothernearbyobjects;
hit them after they were
‘kettled’withnowhere togo
or after being handcuffed;
and sprayed them with
pepper spray (OC spray)
without reason.”
Residents also reported

needing medical care for
their injuries to “heads,
wrists, arms, knees, legs,
eyes, faces, ribs, and noses”
and being detained for
hourswithout being able to
communicate with family
or attorneys. They reported
the“continuedtrauma”they
have suffered.
Hickey, a former federal

prosecutor, is in charge of
implementing a consent
decree that resulted from
a Department of Justice
investigation and finding in
2017 that theChicagoPolice
Department had engaged
in decades of civil rights
abuses. And while Hickey’s
report noted specific chal-
lenges thedepartment faced
during the historic demon-
strations, it also made clear
the city bears responsibility
for the failures.
“To this end, the city and

the CPD have much work
ahead,” thedocumentnoted.
Among the unique chal-

lenges of what the report
called the “possibly”
unprecedentedprotestswas

their size and scope — and
that itwashappeningduring
the pandemic. It noted
the use of social media to
increaseattendancequickly
and the fact that the peace-
ful demonstrations were
infiltrated by people seek-
ing to disrupt them. Others
engagedin“crimesofoppor-
tunity” including looting
andarson.
The report also noted

that “various community
members” said that their
911 calls went unanswered
during the unrest. The
document cited a response
from Chicago’s Office of
Emergency Management
and Communications that
said it does not have data
that isolates calls related to
protests and unrest. It also
does not have data on if
people called 911 and were
unable to get through to an
operatorduring theunrest.
The findings were based,

in part, on the accounts of
dozens of people who testi-
fied in August at two online
videoconference hearings,
which includedU.S.District
Judge Robert Dow Jr., who
is empowered to enforce
the reform. Many of the
complaints stemmed from
a July protest near a Chris-
topher Columbus statue
downtown.
ThereportbyHickeyalso

includedadetailedresponse
from the city of Chicago,
including an acknowl-
edgment that the police
response to the protests
“was not without its flaws
andthedepartmentcanand
must improve.”
Thestatementcontinued:
“However, what should

also be noted is the selfless
service of these members,”
the response said of
responding officers. “At a
time when so many others
hadtheopportunity toquar-
antine and isolate toprotect
themselves and their fami-
lies, these officers stepped
forwardatrisktoboththem-
selves and their loved ones
to answer the call from the
city.”
TheACLUof Illinois also

issued a statement Tuesday
after the report’s filing. The
monitor found what some
Chicagoans said they expe-
riencedtobetrue,according
to the statement.
“These patterns of police

violence and misconduct
underscore the ongoing
harm to Chicagoans from
the city andCPD’s failure to
implement requirements of
the federal consent decree,”
Nusrat Choudhury, legal
director for the organiza-
tion, said in the statement.
“This includes desper-
ately needed changes to
ensure police accountabil-
ity, respect for community
members,unbiasedpolicing,

and a dramatic reduction in
police use of force against
people. The city and CPD
must make real the words
andpromisesof theconsent
decreetotransformpolicing
in Chicago, including when
people gather in public to
protest violent and racist
policing.”
The report went on to

detail interactions between
police, protesters and civil-
ians through descriptions
and testimony.
At one of the downtown

confrontations, people in a
crowd appeared to drag a
CPD officer on the ground
as other threw objects at
officers and officers shoved
back, the report said.
Another officer was also
seendraggedon the ground
andhit in thehead.Anhour
later, someone in the crowd
set a squad car on fire at
State and Lake streets. At
another point, a Chicago
police vehicle drove away
fromacrowdwithsomeone
on thehoodof thevehicle.
There also appeared to

be an organization to parts
of the crowd with people
using flags, banners, hand
signals and verbal chains,
the report said. For verbal
chains, people in the crowd
would give directions to
people “whoappeared tobe
assignedwithspecific tasks.
In one video, people could
be heard saying ‘If you’re
under 18, go to the front’
and ‘Black and Brown units
to the front.’”
OnMay30,2020,protests

and unrests continued
from Friday night into
early Saturday, and offi-
cers reported not having
the resources needed to
respondtocrowd, thereport
said. At 3 a.m., CPD called
for mass-arrest procedures
to be implemented down-
town and repeated that call
around 4 a.m., but during
these arrests, officers did
not complete the required
paperwork.
Some officers also

reported not having
mass-arrest kits readily
available as others sought
out mass-arrest kits that
were in storage, left over
from NATO and drove
around downtown, distrib-
uting them to any officers
they could find, the report
said.Otherofficerssaid they
went to stores to buy the
equipment with their own
money.
Chicago police’s radios

were also targeted by hack-
ers who played music or
made false reports on the
air, the report said.
On Saturday into Sunday,

the civil unrest continued
and “many officers on the
streetappeareddemoralized
and anguished,” the report
said. Officers reported not
eating in 18hours andbeing
exhausted anddehydrated.
“Many remarked that the

downtown area looked like
a battlefield and compared
it to war scenes,” the
report said. “Some officers
described Saturday as the
worstday indecades for the
CPD.”
Community members

also described how police
treated them on that day,
detailing various levels of
police brutality during the
chaos suchasbeing trapped
andbeaten.
One person said, “He

pinned me up against
the protesters behind me
until I couldn’t talk. ... So
he was pressing the baton
against my neck so hard
that I couldn’t fall to my
knees. I was hanging by his
baton.When I started to go
completely limp, another
protester called him off,
said, she ischoking, shecan’t
breathe, takeoffyourbaton.
I think that protester saved
my life that day.”
Another described police

antagonizing and beat-
ing people in the crowd
until they were bleeding,
the report said. Another
described being arrested,
dragged down the street so
hard their backbled.
“And then two other offi-

cers jumpedonmeandIwas
screaming, ‘Stop.Yougotme.
You gotme. Youwon.’ They
putmeinzipties. I satonthe
curb of Trump Tower for
three hours. ... I was in zip
ties forsixhours,verytight,”
that person said, according
to the report. “They told
us if we didn’t want to be
arrested, we shouldn’t have
burned thecitydown.None
of us had been involved in
any burning or looting or
anything.”

Chicago Tribune’s Jeremy
Gorner contributed.

pfry@chicagotribune.com
asweeney@chicagotribune.
com

Police
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Chicago police officers guard the Trump International Hotel & Tower, May 30, 2020, to hold
back protesters during a rally and march. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

6 Chicago Tribune | Section 1 | Wednesday, July 21, 2021

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a claim
for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

†Offer ends July 31, 2021. Participating dealers only. Not available in AK; HI; Nassau Cty, Suffolk Cty, Westchester Cty,
or City of Buffalo, NY. $1,500 off average price of KOHLER walk-in bath. Dealer sets all prices and is responsible for full
amount of discount. Cannot be combined with any other advertised offer. Contact local dealer for financing details.
Walk-In Bath installed in as little as a day. *Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but
all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum
monthly payment required during the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided
by federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. NMLS #1416362. GreenSky® Program is a program name for
certain consumer credit plans extended by participating lenders to borrowers for the purchase of goods and/or services
from participating merchants. Participating lenders are federally insured, equal opportunity lender banks. GreenSky® is a
registered trademark of GreenSky, LLC. GreenSky Servicing, LLC services the loans on behalf of participating lenders.
NMLS #1416362 GreenSky® financing offers available at participating dealers only.

Safety Meets Style

Design Your Dream Bath & Save

$1,500 OFF
Your Walk-In Bath Purchase†

Design Your Dream Bath & Save

Your Walk-In Bath Purchase†

Call today for your FREE in-home quote!

(630) 423-5785

No Payments for 18 MONTHS*

F I N A N C I N G AVA I L A B L E T H I S M O N T H O N LY

1-866-JUNK GENIE
Make A Wish . . . Make The Call . . .

LET THE GENIE
REMOVE IT ALL!

• Single Items or Truck Loads
• Commercial or Residential Clean-Ups
• Construction Remodeling
• Moving Clean-Outs (House/Business)
• Furniture & Appliance Removal
• Garden or Yard Debris

FREE
ESTIMATES

Senior & Veteran
Discounts

LOCALLY OWNED

Pay only for the space used on the truck

1-866 JUNK GENIE
1-866-586-5436
www.junkgenie.com

$20 OFF
Any Pick-up

866-JunkGenie
www.JunkGenie.com

Excludes Single Pick-ups.
Not valid with any other offer.
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But Hall said as of now,
the state is requiring stu-
dents to wear masks in
school this fall.

Fisher Superintendent
Barb Thompson agrees lo-
cal control is needed.

“It’s a difficult pill to
swallow right now where
you can go anywhere you
want in the state without
a mask outside of a hos-
pital,” Thompson said. “It
will be hard for students
if they don’t wear a mask
anywhere else.”

The letter, spearheaded
by Paris, Ill., school ad-
ministrators Jeremy Lar-
son and Danette Young,
requests local control in
the implementation of
COVID-19 safety mea-
sures and protocols used
within each district.

“We believe that local
boards of education and
superintendents are best
positioned and capable
of planning reasonable
and safe approaches to
educate the students of
our communities,” the
letter states, adding:
“The past 16 months
have provided us with
ample experience and
knowledge to lead local-
ly with your support.”

It urges state leaders
not to use a “one-size-fits-
all solution.”

Salt Fork Superinten-
dent Phil Cox said school
districts need “local con-
trol at this point and not
threats that if we don’t
follow every rule in their
rule book, we’re going to
lose funding.”

He pointed to the Red
Hill school district in
southeastern Illinois that
was put on probation by
the state for relaxing its
mask guidance. If the dis-
trict doesn’t alter its pol-
icy, the state could close

the school.
The district had made

masks optional going into
the fall. In response, the
Illinois State Board of
Education, in a letter dat-
ed June 23, said it would
lower its recognition sta-
tus to “on probation.”

“Local boards should be
making these decisions,
not state government,”
Cox said.

Cox said he informed
fellow Vermilion County
school officials of Lar-
son’s letter and reached
out to parents encourag-
ing them to do the same

to local senators and rep-
resentatives. On Tuesday,
state Rep. Mike Marron,
R-Fithian, issued a state-
ment calling for local
control of COVID-19 safe-
ty measures.

Cox said Salt Fork had
its “fair share” of students
who had to quarantine last
school year but said “the
flu was significantly worse
as far as what parents re-
ported to me. (COVID-19)
was no worse than the
common cold.”

Gifford Grade School
Superintendent Jay Smith
said, “We’re just looking

for local control and doing
what we think is best for
our community.”

He said his school
board has discussed the
issue “quite a bit” and
said any action “should
be based on our metrics
to make that decision on
whether masks should be
optional.”

Ludlow Grade School
Superintendent Jeff Gra-
ham said he is in “total
agreement that one size
doesn’t fit all.”

“Illinois is such a di-
verse state with diverse
school districts. Whatmay
be effective for one school
district may not be in an-
other,” Graham said.

He said like every oth-
er school district, Ludlow
is waiting for guidance
from the state.

Mahomet-Seymour’s
Hall said forcing every-
one to wear masks in
schools, which she said
have proved to be the
safest places for students
and staff to be, is going to
be confusing.

“You’re filling Wrigley
Field and other places
without masks and with-
out social distancing,”
Hall said. “It’s confusing;
it’s conflicting.

“The essence of local
control is allowing school
boards to use our local

information to make de-
cisions of what’s best for
our school districts.”

Hall said many par-
ents are asking why, at
present, there are mask
mandates.

“We need to be free to
get back” to unencum-
bered instruction “be-
cause we missed that last
year.We’re facingwhat, to
me, seems like the same
frustrations of the sum-
mer of 2020,” she said.

Hall said there were
“hundreds of cases” of
missed school in her dis-
trict last school year,
primarily due to close
contacts with people who
tested positive. But she
said districts know a lot
more about the virus and
safety protocols now.

Fisher’s Thompson said
her school district figured
things out last year and
the state should let the
districts make the deci-
sions.

“I think we decided
what worked for us, and I
think most districts were
in the same situation,”
Thompson said. “I think
we have learned a lot, and
each district can use what
works for them. I feel like
we would know very fast
if we saw it wasn’t work-
ing. I felt that was the
case last year as well.”
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class
action lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which
claims that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and
storing biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper
notice and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement
if you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on
Shutterfly at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will
be eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund,
with the payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and
deductions for Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses,
attorneys’ fees, litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class
Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

Monday: 15% Off Lunch Specials • Wednesday: 15% Off Appetizers
Thursday: 15% Off Chef Special

Friday Through Sunday: 15% Off All Entrees

103 W. K IRBY, CHAMPAIGN • 217-378-4272

Offering authentic
Chinese cuisine and

delicious tasting
seafood boil.

Our convenient location and
affordable prices make our
restaurant a natural choice

for eat-in, take-out or delivery
meals in the Champaign/
Urbana community. Our
restaurant is known for its
variety in taste and high

quality fresh ingredients. No
MSG. Come and experience
our friendly atmosphere and

excellent service.

Lunch Specials

1) Chicken Broccoli
2) Mix Vegetable Chicken
3) Garlic Sauce Chicken

4) Curry Sauce Chicken
5) Chicken Lo Mein
6) Chicken Fried Rice

1) Shrimp Broccoli
2) Curry Sauce Shrimp
3) Mix Vegetable Shrimp
4) Garlic Sauce Shrimp
5) Shrimp Lo Mein

6) Shrimp Fried Rice
7) General TSO’s Chicken
8) Sesame Chicken
9) Orange Chicken

1) Beef with Broccoli
2) Beef with mixed
Vegetable

3) Beef with Garlic Sauce
4) Beef Lomein
5) Beef Fried Rice

* all with steamed rice

$5.99*

$6.99*

$7.99*

SP37959

LETTER: ‘Local boards should be making these decisions’
Continued from A-1

Among the 200-plus educators who co-signed letters written to Gov. J.B. Pritzker and State Superintendent of Education Carmen
Ayala: Jennifer Armstrong (Rural Champaign County Special Ed Coop), Kristin Dunker (Vermilion Association for Special Education)
and these area school district leaders:

Signed, sealed, delivered

HALL Gary Alexander, Tuscola
Scott Amerio, Rantoul High
Brian Brooks, St. Joseph-Ogden
Shannon Cheek, Arthur
Phil Cox, Salt Fork
Jeremy Darnell, GCMS
Tom Davis, Heritage
Amanda Geary, DeLand-Weldon
Jeff Graham, Ludlow
Sheila Greenwood, Bement
Lindsay Hall, Mahomet-Seymour

Jeff Isenhower, Prairieview-Ogden
Crystal Johnson-Maden, Rossville-Alvin
Andy Larson, Unity
Lance Landeck, Oakland
Michele Lindenmeyer, Milford
Seth Miller, Westville
Tom Mulligan, Arcola
Bill Mulvaney, Armstrong
Carol Munson, Villa Grove
Jean Neal, Georgetown-Ridge Farm
Curt Nettles, Clinton

Jim Owens, Potomac
Todd Pence, St. Joseph Grade School
Robert Richardson, Hoopeston Area
Brett Robinson, Cerro Gordo
Jay Smith, Gifford
Hillary Stanifer, Blue Ridge
Barb Thompson, Fisher
Ted Walk, Sullivan
Scott Watson, Bismarck-Henning
Scott Woods, Rantoul City Schools
Vic Zimmerman, MonticelloTHOMPSONFI
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class
action lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which
claims that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and
storing biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper
notice and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement
if you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on
Shutterfly at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will
be eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund,
with the payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and
deductions for Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses,
attorneys’ fees, litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class
Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen-
ate Democrats announced Tues-
day that they have reached a
budget agreement among them-
selves that envisions spending
an enormous $3.5 trillion over
the coming decade. The fiscal
plan would pave the way for
Democrats’ drive to direct a
huge pool of federal resources
at climate change, health care
and family-service programs
sought by President Joe Biden.
Majority Leader Chuck

Schumer, D-N.Y., announced the
accord flanked by all 11 Demo-
crats on the chamber’s budget
committee after a two-hour eve-
ning meeting that capped weeks
of bargaining among party lead-
ers, progressives andmoderates.

The agreement is a major
step in Democrats’ drive to
turn Biden’s effort to bolster
an economy that was ravaged
by the pandemic and set it on
a course for long-term growth.
Separately, bipartisan senators
have been working toward an-
other measure that would spend
around $1 trillion on roads, wa-
ter systems and other infra-
structure projects.
If congressional Democrats

rally behind the budget agree-
ment announced Tuesday and
push it through Congress in
the coming weeks, it would
help them enact a subsequent,
sweeping bill that would actual-
ly fund their priorities.
That’s because the budget

resolution contains language
that would let Democrats move
the follow-up spending bill
through the Senate with just a
simplemajority, not the 60 votes
Republicans could demand by
using a filibuster.
“We are very proud of this

plan,” Schumer said. “We know
we have a long road to go.We’re
going to get this done for the
sake of making average Amer-
icans lives a whole lot better.”
Schumer said Biden would

attend a lunch today at the Cap-
itol of all Senate Democrats
“to lead us on to getting this
wonderful plan” enacted. But
Schumer and other lawmakers
did not respond when asked if
they had the support of all 50

senators they will need to push
the measure through the even-
ly divided Senate.
Schumer said the proposal

would call for financing Biden’s
budget priorities “in a robust
way.” He also said it would in-
clude a priority of Senate Bud-
get Committee Chairman Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vt., and other
progressives: an expansion of
Medicare, the federal health in-
surance program for older peo-
ple, to cover dental, vision and
hearing services.
Sanders called the agreement

“a pivotal moment in American
history” thatwould end an era in
which, he said, rich people and
big companies weren’t bearing
enough of the burden of financ-

ing government programs.
“Those days are gone,” said

Sanders. “Thewealthy and large
corporations are going to start
paying their fair share of taxes,
so that we can protect the work-
ing families of this country.”
Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., a

leading moderate who helped
shape the budget package, said
themeasurewould be fully paid
for with offsetting revenue but
provided no detail.
The budget will include lan-

guage stating that there will be
no tax increases on people mak-
ing less than $400,000 a year
or small businesses, according
to a Democratic aide familiar
with the negotiations granted
anonymity to discuss them.

U.S. SENATE

Democrats announce $3.5 trillion budget deal

NASIRIYAH, Iraq (AP) — The
death toll from a fire that swept
through a hospital coronavirus ward
climbed to 92 onTuesday, Iraq’s state
news agency reported, as anguished
relatives buried their loved ones and
lashed out at the government over
the country’s second such disaster in
less than threemonths.
Health officials said scores of

others were injured in the blaze
that erupted Monday at al-Hussein
Teaching Hospital in Nasiriyah.
The tragedy cast a spotlight on

what many have decried as wide-
spread negligence and mismanage-
ment in Iraq’s hospitals after de-
cades of war and sanctions.
Prime Minister Mustafa al-

Kadhimi convened an emergency
meeting and ordered the suspension
and arrest of the health director in
Dhi Qar province, the hospital direc-
tor and the city’s civil defense chief.
The government also launched an
investigation.
The prime minister called the ca-

tastrophe “a deep wound in the con-
sciousness of all Iraqis.”
Two Iraqi health officials, speak-

ing on condition of anonymity in
line with regulations, disputed the
death toll, saying 88 had been killed.
Authorities at one point said the

fire was caused by a short circuit.
Another official said the blaze erupt-
ed when an oxygen cylinder explod-
ed. The officials were not authorized
to talk to the news media and spoke
on condition of anonymity.
In April, at least 82 people —

many of them coronavirus patients
or their relatives — were killed in
a fire at a Baghdad hospital that
broke out when an oxygen tank ex-
ploded. Iraq’s health minister re-
signed over the disaster.
In the holy city of Najaf, the dead

from Nasiriyah were laid to rest.
Families stood over the coffins at a
mosque to say a final prayer.
Their tears were tinged with an-

ger, with some saying the disaster
could have been prevented. They
blamed both the provincial and
central governments.
Ahmed Resan, who witnessed the

blaze, said it began with smoke.
“But everyone ran away — the

workers and even the police. A few

minutes later, there was an explo-
sion,” he said, adding firefighters
did not arrive until an hour later.
“The whole state system has col-

lapsed, and who paid the price? The
people inside here. These people
have paid the price,” Haidar al-
Askari said at the scene.
Overnight, firefighters and rescu-

ers — many holding flashlights and
using blankets to smother small
fires— searched the ward. As dawn
broke, bodies covered with sheets
could be seen on the ground outside
the hospital. Distraught relatives
searched for their loved ones amid
charred blankets and belongings.
Ali Khalid, 20, a volunteer who

dashed to the scene, said he found
the bodies of two young girls locked
in embrace.
“How terrified they must have

been; they died hugging each oth-
er,” he said.
The ward, opened three months

ago, contained 70 beds in three
large halls. Maj. Gen. Khalid Bohan,
head of Iraq’s civil defense, said
the building was constructed from
cheap, flammable materials.

IRAQI HOSPITAL

Blaze in virus ward kills at least 92

NEW YORK (AP) —
An Iranian intelligence
officer and three alleged
members of an Iranian
intelligence network have
been charged in Manhat-
tan with plotting to lure
a U.S. resident and hu-
man-rights activist from
New York to Iran, author-
ities said Tuesday.
An indictment in Man-

hattan federal court al-
leges that the plot was
part of awider plan to lure
three individuals in Cana-
da and a fifth person in the
United Kingdom to Iran.
Victims were also tar-
geted in the United Arab
Emirates, authorities said.
The identities of the

alleged victims were not
released, but Masih Aline-
jad, an activist and writ-
er living in the Brooklyn
borough of New York,
confirmed that authorities
told her she was among
the targeted victims and
said she was the U.S. resi-
dent in the indictment.
“I knew that this is the

nature of the Islamic Re-
public, you know, kidnap-
ping people, arresting
people, torturing people,
killing people,” Alinejad
toldTheAP. “But I couldn’t
believe it that this is going
to happen to me in United
States of America.”
Iran’s mission to the

United Nations did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. State
media in Tehran did not
immediately acknowledge
the alleged plot, though
Iran has become more ag-
gressive in recent years
about seizing opposition
journalists and dissidents
abroad amid tensions over
its tattered nuclear deal.

IRANIAN INTELLIGENCE

Feds
charge 4
in plot to
kidnap
American
resident,
4 others

By JONATHAN LEMIRE, BRIAN
SLODYSKO and ZEKE MILLER
The Associated Press
PHILADELPHIA — President

Joe Biden declared preserving
voting rights an urgent national
“test of our time” on Tuesday but
offered few concrete proposals
to meet it. Texas Democrats took
their own dramatic action to sty-
mie Republican efforts to tighten
ballot restrictions in their state.
Biden, who has proclaimed

protecting ballot access the cen-
tral cause of his presidency, has
faced sharp criticism from allies
for not doing more, though politi-
cal headwinds and stubborn Sen-
ate math have limited his ability
to act. Despite his ringing words
Tuesday, he avoided any men-
tion of trying to alter the Senate
filibuster rule that stands in the
path of federal legislation.
Speaking at the National Con-

stitution Center in Philadelphia,
Biden called state efforts to

curtail voting accessibility “un-
American” and “un-democrat-
ic” and launched a broadside
against his predecessor, Donald
Trump, who baselessly alleged
misconduct in the 2020 election
after his defeat. Biden called
passage of congressional pro-
posals to override new state
voting restrictions and to re-
store parts of the Voting Rights
Act that were curbed in recent
years by the Supreme Court “a
national imperative.”
Yet, instead of raising the pos-

sibility of fighting the filibuster,
he appeared to tacitly acknowl-
edge the fading hopes for the
bills, saying he would launch
a nationwide campaign to arm
voters with information on rule
changes and restrictions ahead
of the 2022 midterm elections.
“We have to prepare now,” the

president said.
Biden’s sharp rhetoric drew

praise from progressive groups

in his party but did little to as-
suage the mounting pressure on
him to throw his weight behind
replacing the filibuster.
“The president believes that we

have to make the filibuster work
the way it used to,” said White
House deputy press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre, who added
Biden has not changed his oppo-
sition to eliminating it altogether.
Biden’s remarks came a day af-

ter Texas Democrats decamped
for Washington in an effort to
deny their GOP-controlled Leg-
islature the necessary quorum
to pass a bill placing new restric-
tions on voting in the state.
The lawmakers, who arrived in

the nation’s capital Monday, said
they were prepared to stay in
Washington— out of reach of Tex-
as law enforcement — until a spe-
cial legislative session concludes
early next month. Their action
marks a dramatic new showdown
over voting in America.

Standing near the steps of the
U.S. Capitol for a news confer-
ence ahead of a meeting with
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, the Democrats prom-
ised to “stay out and kill this bill.”
However, state Rep. Chris

Turner, the leader of the Texas
Legislature’s House Democrats,
said their efforts would ultimate-
ly be futile unless congressional
Democrats take bolder action to
overcome a Senate Republican
blockade of the sweeping fed-
eral voting bill. The legislation,
known as the For the People Act,
would create national standards
for voting that could roll back
some of the restrictions that
have been approved or are ad-
vancing in Republican-led states,
including Texas.
“We can’t hold this tide back

forever. We’re buying some time.
We need Congress and all of our
federal leaders to use that time
wisely,” Turner said.

VOTING RIGHTS

‘TEST OF OUR TIME’
Biden blasts ‘un-American’ limits as Texas state Democrats flee to D.C. to deny quorum

Jose F. Moreno/The Philadelphia Inquirer/TNS

President Joe Biden delivers a speech about voting rights Tuesday at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
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 NOW SKATELAND IS BACK TO 
100% CAPACITY!

 

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class
action lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which
claims that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and
storing biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper
notice and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement
if you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on
Shutterfly at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will
be eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund,
with the payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and
deductions for Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses,
attorneys’ fees, litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class
Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
bipartisan infrastructure deal
senators brokered with Presi-
dent Joe Biden is hanging pre-
cariously ahead of a crucial test
vote today as they struggle over
how to pay for nearly $1 trillion
in public-works spending.

Tensions were rising as Re-
publicans prepared to mount a
filibuster overwhat they see as a
rushed and misguided process.
With Biden preparing to hit the
road to rally support for his in-
frastructure ideas — including
$3.5 trillion in a follow-up bill —
restless Democrats say it’s time
to at least start debate on this
first phase of his proposals.

“It is not a fish-or-cut-bait mo-
ment,” Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., said Tuesday,
describing the procedural vote
as a first step to ”get the ball roll-
ing” as bipartisan talks progress.

Six months after Biden took
office, his signature “Build Back
Better” campaign promise is at
a key moment that will test the
presidency and his hopes for a
new era of bipartisan coopera-
tion in Washington.

White House aides and the bi-
partisan group of senators have
huddled privately since Sun-
day trying to wrap up the deal,
which would be a first phase
of an eventual $4 trillion-plus
package of domestic outlays —
not just for roads and bridges,
but foundations of everyday life
including child care, family tax
breaks, education and an expan-
sion of Medicare for seniors.

Biden calls it a “blue-collar
blueprint for building an Amer-
ican economy back.” He assert-
ed Tuesday that Americans are
overwhelmingly in support of
his plan and “that’s the part that

a lot of our friends on the other
team kind of miss.”

The other team begs to differ.
Senate Republican leader

Mitch McConnell and some out-
side groups decrywhat they call
Biden’s “spending spree,” and
McConnell has said big spend-
ing is “the last thing American
families need.”

A core group of Republicans
are interested in pursuing a
more modest package of tra-
ditional highway and public
works projects, about $600 bil-
lion in new funds, and say they
just need more time to negoti-
ate with their Democratic col-
leagues and the White House.

Senators from the bipartisan
group emerged upbeat Tuesday
from another late-night negoti-
ating session with Biden aides
at the Capitol, saying a deal was
within reach and even a failed

vote Wednesday would not be
the end of the road.

Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., said
this afternoon’s test vote could
be useful in helping to “advance
and expedite” the process.

“We are so close,” said Sen.
Jon Tester, D-Mont.

Biden has been in touch with
both Democrats and Republi-
cans for several days, and his
outreach will continue “until he
has both pieces of legislation on
his desk to sign them into law,”
White House Press Secretary
Jen Psaki said Tuesday.

While Biden proposes paying
for his proposals with a tax hike
on corporations and wealthy
Americans who earn more than
$400,000 a year, the bipartisan
group has been working almost
around the clock to figure out a
compromise way to pay for its
package, having dashed ideas

for boosting the gas tax drivers
pay at the pump or strengthen-
ing the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to go after tax scofflaws.

Instead, senators in the bipar-
tisan group were considering
rolling back a Trump-era rule
on pharmaceutical rebates that
could bring in some $170 billion
to be used for infrastructure.
They were also still haggling
over public transit funds.

Ten Republicans would have
join all 50 Democrats in the
evenly split Senate to reach the
60-vote threshold required to
advance the bill past a filibuster.

Republicans are reluctant to
open debate as the bipartisan
bill remains a work in progress.

At a private lunch meeting
Tuesday, McConnell and others
urged GOP senators to vote no,
according to a person granted
anonymity to discuss the session.

U.S. SENATE

Infrastructure bill in peril; GOP threatens filibuster

By MARCIA DUNN
Associated Press Aerospace Writer

VAN HORN, Texas — Jeff Bezos
blasted into space Tuesday on his
rocket company’s first flight with
people on board, becoming the sec-
ond billionaire in just over a week
to ride his own spacecraft.

The Amazon founder was accom-
panied by a hand-picked group: his
brother, an 18-year-old from the
Netherlands and an 82-year-old
aviation pioneer from Texas — the
youngest and oldest to fly in space.

“Best day ever!” Bezos said when
the capsule touched down on the
desert floor in remote West Texas
after the 10-minute flight.

Named after America’s first as-
tronaut, Blue Origin’s New Shepard
rocket soared on the 52nd anniver-
sary of the Apollo 11 moon landing,
a date chosen by Bezos for its his-
torical significance. He held fast to
it, even as Virgin Galactic’s Richard
Branson pushed up his own flight
from New Mexico and beat him to
space by nine days.

The two private companies chas-
ing space tourism dollars, though,
have drawn criticism for catering
to the rich while so many are strug-
gling amid the pandemic.

During Tuesday’s flight, Blue Or-
igin’s capsule reached an altitude
of about 66 miles, more than 10
miles higher than Branson’s July
11 ride. The 60-foot booster accel-
erated toMach 3, or three times the
speed of sound, to get the capsule
high enough, before separating and
landing upright.

Unlike Branson’s piloted rock-
et plane, Bezos’ capsule was com-
pletely automated and required no
official staff on board for the up-
and-down flight.

During their several minutes of
weightlessness, video from inside
the capsule showed the four floating,
doing somersaults, tossing Skittles
and throwingballs,with lots of cheer-
ing, whooping and exclamations of
“Wow!” The Bezos brothers joined
their palms to display a “HI MOM”
greeting written on their hands. The

capsule landed under parachutes,
with Bezos and his guests briefly ex-
periencing nearly six times the force
of gravity on the way back.

Led by Bezos, they climbed out
of the capsule after touchdown
with wide grins, embracing par-
ents, partners and children, then
popped open bottles of sparkling
wine, spraying one another.

“My expectations were high and
they were dramatically exceeded,”
Bezos said later.

Their flight lasted 10 minutes
and 10 seconds — five minutes shy
of Alan Shepard’s Freedom 7 flight
in 1961. Shepard’s daughters, Lau-
ra and Julie, were introduced at a
press event a few hours later.

Sharing Bezos’ dream-come-true
adventure was Wally Funk, one of
13 female pilots who went through
the same tests as NASA’s all-male
astronaut corps in the early 1960s
but never made it into space.

“I’ve been waiting a long time to
finally get it up there,” Funk said. “I
want to go again — fast.”

BLUE ORIGIN

TAKING HIS SHOT
Bezos joins billionaire space club on his own company’s rocket

Joe Raedle/Getty Images/TNS

Blue Origin’s New Shepard rocket, carrying Amazon and Blue Origin founder Jeff Bezos, his brother Mark,
18-year-old Oliver Daemen and 82-year-old Wally Funk, lifts off from the launch pad Tuesday in Van Horn, Texas.

NEW YORK (AP) —
Students in Wichita, Kan.,
public schools can ditch
the masks when class-
es begin. Detroit public
schools will probably re-
quire them unless every-
one in a room is vaccinat-
ed. In Pittsburgh, masks
will likely be required
regardless of vaccina-
tion status. And in some
states, schools cannot
mandate face coverings
under any circumstances.

With COVID-19 cases
soaring nationwide, school
districts across the U.S.
are yet again confronting
the realities of a polarized
country and the lingering
pandemic as they navi-
gate mask requirements,
vaccine rules and social
distancing requirements
for the fast-approaching
new school year.

The spread of the delta
variant and the deep polit-
ical divisions over the out-
break have complicated
decisions in districts from
coast to coast. Some con-
servative states, lawmak-
ers have banned districts
from requiring masks
despite outcry from med-
ical professionals. Schools
are weighing a variety of
plans to manage junior
high and middle school
classrooms filled with
both vaccinated and un-
vaccinated students.

“I’m so frustrated that
it’s become a political is-
sue because it shouldn’t
be. It’s science,” said
Mary Tuttle, who operates
an Indianapolis in-home
day care center and hopes
the city’s schools require
masks for her daughters.

She worries that the del-
ta variant could lead to a
return to virtual learning,
which caused her 10-year-
old daughter to become
depressed and anxious
last year. Another daugh-
ter will turn 12 six days
after starting 6th grade
and will be vaccinated as
soon as possible.

Adding to the concerns
is a rise in cases overall —
sharply in some states, in-
cluding Arkansas, which
won’t let schools require
masks. Public health re-
searchers on Tuesday
called Arkansas’ rapidly
climbing infections and
hospitalizations a “raging
forest fire,” and the state’s
top health official warned
of significant future out-
breaks in schools.

Arkansas leads the
country in new cases per
capita, according to fig-
ures compiled by Johns
Hopkins University re-
searchers, and it has one
of the lowest vaccination
rates in the country, with
only 35 percent of the pop-
ulation fully vaccinated.

CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE

Schools confront
more polarization
with mask rules

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The chair of former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
2017 inaugural commit-
tee was arrested Tues-
day on charges alleging
he secretly conspired to
influence U.S. policy to
benefit the United Arab
Emirates, even while he
was seeking a position as
an American diplomat.

Tom Bar-
rack, 74, of
Santa Mon-
ica, Calif.,
was among
three men
c h a r g e d
in federal
court inNew
York with acting as un-
registered foreign agents
as they tried to influence
U.S. policy on the U.A.E.’s
behalf while Trump was
running in 2016 and later
while he was president.

The indictment goes to
the heart of the U.S.’ long-
time relationship with the
U.A.E. and directly ties its
de facto ruler, Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to
Barrack’s charges.

Besides conspiracy,
Barrackwas chargedwith
obstruction of justice and
making multiple false

statements during a June
2019 interview with feder-
al agents. Also charged in
a seven-count indictment
wereMatthewGrimes, 27,
of Aspen, Colo., a former
executive at Barrack’s
company, and Rashid al
Malik, 43, a businessman
from the U.A.E. who pros-
ecutors said acted as a
conduit its rulers.

One of Trump’s close
personal friends for de-
cades, Barrack is the lat-
est in a long line of the for-
mer president’s associates
to face criminal charges,
including his former cam-
paign chair, his former
deputy campaign chair,
his former chief strate-
gist, his former national
security adviser, his for-
mer personal lawyer and
his company’s longtime
chief financial officer.

Barrack and Grimes
were arrested in Southern
California while al Malik
was at large, believed to
be somewhere in the Mid-
dle East, authorities said.
In court papers, prose-
cutors said al Malik was
living in Los Angeles for
years before fleeing the
U.S. three days after an
April 2018 interview by
law enforcement.

2017 TRUMP INAUGURATION

Committee head
accused of being
agent for U.A.E.

BARRACK
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.
A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the SettlementWebsite when they are
filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an
attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely at
the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany in
Georgia.

“It’s quite humbling,” said the 1990
Peoria High grad about his new position
with the Corps. “The battalion that I

oversee is the largest one in the Marine
Corps that supplies equipment to war-
fi�ghting Marine units.”

The 2nd MFSB deals mostly with
weaponry and with equipment for the 1
and 2 Marine Expeditionary Force
(MEF). 

“Basically, any Marine Corps war-
fi�ghting units, we would supply equip-
ment to,” he said. 

His mother, Vivian Anderson, still
lives in Peoria, and in 2000 he married
1986 Manual High School graduate Ra-
quel Ware. Both were at the June 11
change of command ceremony in Geor-
gia. 

Previously, Sargent had been with
the 1st Marine Division as the unit’s Ma-
terial Readiness Offi�cer. 

He went through recruit training in

1991 and has spent the better part of the
past 30 years in the Marines. He re-
ceived a college degree through a pro-
gram that allowed enlisted Marines to
become offi�cers. 

In 1992, he deployed with the 1/9 Ma-
rines to Somalia and, in 2010, he de-
ployed to Afghanistan with the 7th Ma-
rines. 

Marine
Continued from Page 1A

turned green for St. Patrick's Day, then
red after the Bradley Braves women's
basketball team won the Missouri Val-
ley Conference championship. In April,
it was blue to mark Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, then purple and orange for
National Fair Housing Month. May
brought purple for Cystic Fibrosis
Awareness, then multiple colors for
Pride Month.

After so many special light-ups, Ash-
ley Schreck is perturbed about July
Fourth. Three years ago, she started
"Light It Up — The Murray Baker
Bridge," a volunteer group advocating
the lights project.

"It was very disappointing the bridge
was not lit for a patriotic weekend," she
told me. 

On the group's Facebook page, peo-
ple sometimes make light-up sugges-
tions, which get passed along to the city.
But organizations can contact the city
directly to request colors for special
events. Urich says a formal application
is being developed. But for now, re-
quests should be made to Alexandrea
Williams at the Department of Public
Works: (309) 494-8821.

So far, the city has not done light-ups
for personal requests — like, orange for

Aunt Mabel's 101st birthday because she
loves orange. I don't know if the city
would get deluged by such suggestions.
But maybe that'd be a nice public com-
ponent to the eff�ort, with accompanying
stories on social media.

Going forward, Urich says the city
plans to improve the process. For in-

stance, the scheduling and program-
ming of the lights will no longer be left in
the hands of just one employee.

"There will additional staff� trained to
be able to make the changes to the light-
ing program," Urich said.

Plus, maybe the city can get a calen-
dar to mark all the red-letter dates – es-

pecially important holidays. Let me
help: next year, I'm pretty sure Inde-
pendence Day is on July 4. Maybe circle
that one right now.

Phil Luciano is a Journal Star colum-
nist. He can be reached at plucia-
no@pjstar.com and 309-686-3155. Fol-
low him on Facebook and Twitter.

Bridge
Continued from Page 1A

The lights of the Murray Baker Bridge click on Feb. 4, 2021 as snow and sleet fall throughout the Peoria area.
MATT DAYHOFF/JOURNAL STAR

The Zobrists fi�led for divorce in May
2019 in separate courts in Illinois and
Tennessee.

The Eureka native took leave from
the Cubs after a game May 6, 2019, and
returned in early September 2019 to fi�n-
ish the season, but hasn’t played base-
ball since.

In a message posted Tuesday morn-
ing on Instagram, Julianna Zobrist
thanked supporters for their encourag-
ing words through the two years since
fi�ling for divorce.

“There have been many ugly accusa-
tions made about me publicly in recent

days,” the Christian pop singer and self-
help author wrote. “And this has created
an expectation that I should respond by
defending myself — and maybe even of-
fering a few ugly accusations in return.
Isn’t that how these kinds of things al-
ways play out?”

The Zobrists have three children to-
gether, and Julianna said she would de-
cline to use her public platform to say
“hurtful things about their father” for
their sake.

“It’s tempting to retaliate or seek re-
venge when someone decides to hurt,
slander or lie about you. Especially in
public,” she wrote. “It’s diffi�cult to re-
member that those who harm us are act-
ing out of their own pain. Wounded peo-
ple need healing, and that’s what I pray
fi�nds every person who is so lost in their

pain that they resort to infl�icting harm
on others.

“My reconfi�gured family — a resilient
mother and her three remarkably brave
children — are building something
healthy, safe and beautiful where
shame does not abide.”

Attorney Christopher Bellamy of
Nashville-based Neal and Harwell, who
represents Yawn in the civil suit, told
the Tribune last month that Yawn is
looking forward to setting the record
straight about what transpired between
the three parties.

“At the end of the day, a woman has
the right to choose who she wants to be
with,” Bellamy said. “We’re in the mid-
dle of litigation, so I can’t really com-
ment further at this point, but that’s
what it boils down to.”

In Julianna Zobrist’s countercom-
plaint for legal separation in March
2020, she “admits that she is guilty of
inappropriate marital conduct” but said
Ben “is also guilty of inappropriate mar-
ital conduct.”

Ben Zobrist denied any marital mis-
conduct in his response.

The divorce is scheduled for a seven-
day bench trial beginning Aug. 9 in
Franklin, Tennessee.

Julianna Zobrist summed up her post
to supporters, “A time will come when I
will address my journey, independently
of my children. But this is not that time.
For now, I appreciate your ongoing kind-
ness and respect for our privacy.”

Divorce
Continued from Page 1A
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Back & Neck Pain, Headache,
Fibromyalgia, Sciatica and Carpal Tunnel

Dr. Laura Schelly

“If you’re in pain,
I can help!”

Q&A with Dr. Schelly…
Q: My low back and leg ache when I sit down or
go to bed and it’s gotten so bad I’m not sleeping,
I’m miserable. I’ve heard that an adjustment
can help this but I don’t like the idea of being
twisted or popped. Help!

A: Sounds like you have full blown Sciatica,
which has been one of my specialties for 30 years.
I’d need to hear your history, do a thorough exam and
take x rays to be sure of the diagnosis, but sciatica
is something I treat successfully every day. I would
work with the bones, nerves and muscles involved
using gentle, non-twisting/popping techniques.
I accept most insurances and Medicare.
So what are you waiting for? Sciatica doesn’t get
better on it’s own - call today and let’s get you better!
After all, if you wear out your body where are you
going to live?

Midwest Multicare
4238 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL 61614

309-282-6419
PE-4719712_V2

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.
A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the SettlementWebsite when they are
filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an
attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely at
the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

SOPRANO SOLOIST/
SECTION LEADER NEEDED!

Westminster Presbyterian Church on Moss Avenue in
Peoria seeks two soprano soloist/section leaders to
join theWestminster Choir for the 2021-2022 season.
The choir presents serious, high-quality church music
each Sunday from September through June. Applicants
need to have an ability to sight-read with competence,
lead a section of excellent amateur singers to do their
very best, and be able to cover solos as anthems
require. Pay is highly competitive.Two calls per
week ... one an evening rehearsal and the other
Sunday morning at 9:15 for a 10:00 a.m. service.

If interested, please contactThomas Clark-Jones,
choirmaster, at tclarkjones1227@gmail.com

Please include a resume or document outlining
any experience and background you have

with choral singing.

MOSCOW – U.S. climate envoy John Kerry and Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov expressed hope
Monday that climate change talks could act as a
springboard to help reduce escalating tensions be-
tween the rivals nations.

Kerry met Lavrov as part of his four-day visit to
Moscow as tensions continue to complicate the coun-
tries’ bilateral relations. Kerry is the highest-ranking
offi�cial from President Joe Biden’s administration to
visit Russia. 

Lavrov said that Russia “attaches great importance”
to the issues of climate change and will continue to co-
operate with other nations on these issues. 

Russia’s top diplomat said Kerry’s Moscow visit
sends “an important and a positive signal for devel-
opment of our bilateral relations, for alleviating the
tension, and establishing substantive and profession-
al work in the areas where we can fi�nd a common de-
nominator.” 

Kerry said he believed there was “space” for Russia
and the U.S. “to collaborate on this (climate change is-
sues) and perhaps to be able to open up some better
opportunities on other issues, as we do cooperate on
this.”

The U.S. offi�cial said climate change is as important
a challenge as any the men had negotiated, such as nu-
clear weapons.

“We spent years, you and I, negotiating on worse.
We negotiated on chemical weapons, we negotiated on
nuclear weapons. I would say to you without any res-
ervation, this is absolutely as critical, as compelling, as
urgent an issue, as any of those others,” Kerry said.

The U.S. follows China as global leaders in climate-
damaging emissions of coal and petroleum fumes. But

Russia, the world’s No. 4 because of its dependence on
coal for power generation, is an outsize contributor to
climate change relative to the size of its economy and
population. 

Kerry, former secretary of state in the Obama ad-
ministration, is encouraging other governments to
commit to tough targets to cut emissions ahead of a
U.N. global climate summit later this year. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin took part by video
in Biden’s April climate summit. But the Russian lead-

er’s government has set only unambitious goals for
cutting emissions.

Kerry’s trip comes as the nations spar over ransom-
ware attacks blamed on gangs linked to Russia, putting
Biden under domestic pressure to punish Russia over
the hacking. 

Biden’s administration has sought cooperation
with U.S. opponents and competitors on climate de-
spite sometimes hostile relations on other matters.

US, Russia say climate talks a springboard to ease tensions
Kerry, Labrov emphasize
issue’s importance
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, welcomes U.S. climate envoy John Kerry for talks in Moscow on
Monday. DIMITAR DILKOFF/POOL PHOTO VIA AP

WASHINGTON – President Joe Biden was at a pub-
lic transit station in Wisconsin, talking about repairing
roads and bridges, when he shifted gears and began
defending his plan to send money to parents for each
minor child, payments some critics call a “giveaway.”

Biden folded his arms, rested on the lectern, leaned
into the mic and lowered his voice.

“Hey, guys, I think it’s time to give ordinary people a
tax break,” he said, almost whispering as he addressed
his critics. “The wealthy are doing fi�ne.”

It was the latest instance of Biden speaking vol-
umes by whispering.

The White House and communications experts say
Biden’s whispering is just this veteran politician’s old-
school way of trying to make a connection while em-
phasizing a point.

Biden’s critics on the right as well as some late-
night TV talk show hosts say the whispers are “creepy”
and “weird.” Conservatives use the dramatic soft talk
to fuel the narrative that the Democratic president is
unfi�t for the job, and comedians deploy it to generate
laughs. 

“It’s an intimate form of communication,” said Va-
nessa Beasley, associate professor of communication
studies at Vanderbilt University. 

Biden whispered some of his answers to reporters’
questions during an impromptu White House news
conference last month after he and a group of Senate
Republicans announced they had reached a deal to
spend $973 billion on rebuilding the nation’s infra-
structure.

As he stood in the East Room, Biden was questioned
about his timeline for providing additional fi�nancial
help to families. He leaned in, eyes wide and whis-
pered: “I got them $1.9 trillion in relief so far. They’re
going to be getting checks in the mail that are conse-
quential.”

During a lengthy response to a separate question,
he whispered, “I wrote the bill,” before bending down
to get closer to the microphone and adding, “on the en-
vironment.”

On the subject of employers’ hiring diffi�culties, Bi-
den leaned into the mic again, arms resting on the lec-

tern and said softly that the solution is to “pay them
more.” 

Beasley said the use of whispering by Biden, who
was a U.S. senator and vice president for a total of
more than 40 years, is a throwback to a long-ago time
of chummier relations between lawmakers and mem-
bers of the Washington press corps.

“I think it’s a symbolic gesture to a kind of intimacy
and familiarity,” she said. 

Beasley and others noted the contrast between Bi-
den and former President Donald Trump, who often
spoke loudly and angrily.

“One of the things that Trump never did was whis-
per,” said Robin Lakoff�, professor emerita of linguistics
at the University of California, Berkeley.

Public speakers – lawmakers, celebrities, corporate
executives – often raise or lower their voices for dra-
matic eff�ect or tell jokes to keep their audiences follow-
ing along instead of falling asleep. 

Biden speaks volumes in a whisper to make a point
Darlene Superville 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Back & Neck Pain, Headache,
Fibromyalgia, Sciatica and Carpal Tunnel

Dr. Laura Schelly

“If you’re in pain,
I can help!”

Q&A with Dr. Schelly…
Q: My low back and leg ache when I sit down or
go to bed and it’s gotten so bad I’m not sleeping,
I’m miserable. I’ve heard that an adjustment
can help this but I don’t like the idea of being
twisted or popped. Help!

A: Sounds like you have full blown Sciatica,
which has been one of my specialties for 30 years.
I’d need to hear your history, do a thorough exam and
take x rays to be sure of the diagnosis, but sciatica
is something I treat successfully every day. I would
work with the bones, nerves and muscles involved
using gentle, non-twisting/popping techniques.
I accept most insurances and Medicare.
So what are you waiting for? Sciatica doesn’t get
better on it’s own - call today and let’s get you better!
After all, if you wear out your body where are you
going to live?

Midwest Multicare
4238 N. Knoxville, Peoria, IL 61614

309-282-6419
PE-4719712_V2

PE-4722727V7

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.
A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the SettlementWebsite when they are
filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an
attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely at
the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

PE-4725020

THURSDAY
JULY 22ND
2PM - 6PM
MORTONNOAPPOINTMENTNECESSARY

FREE SKIN
CANCER
SCREENING

IF YOU CAN
SPOT IT,
YOU CAN
STOP IT!

A
B
C
D
E

ASYMMETRY
One half unlike the other half

COLORVARIED
Shades of tan, brown, black,
white, red or blue

EVOLVING
Including stinging, itching, burning
or bleeding

BORDERS IRREGULAR
Scalloped or poorly defined
borders

DIAMETER
Diameter larger than 6 mm
(width of pencil eraser)

410 MAXINE DRIVE, MORTON • 309.263.7546 • SODERSTROMSKININSTITUTE.COM
PLEASE NOTE:

• Soderstrom Skin Institute follows CDC guidelines that a
mask be worn in all medical facilities.

• Only those participating in the screening should attend,
unless accompanying a minor.

• All participants must complete a COVID risk assessment.

CONGRATULATIONS
ANTHONY DAVIS
SALES PERSONSALES PERSON
OF THE MONTHOF THE MONTH

FOR JUNE

SSNSS
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309-673-3500
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NNEFOR JJJJJUUNOR JJJJJUUNNEFOR JUUN
“We get it, Price Sells Cars!We get it, Price Sells Cars!”
Anthony would like to thank his friends and many loyal
Ford customers for making this honor possible again.

to provide information to promote vaccine trust and
confi�dence and address vaccine hesitancy,” the guid-
ance stated.

“Unvaccinated persons and those who might need to
take extra precautions should wear a face covering and,
where feasible, maintain physical distance while in-
doors,” the guidance added.

Northwestern University, DePaul University and
Loyola University all announced earlier in the spring
students would have to be vaccinated before the start of
the fall semester.

Other schools like Illinois State University, Eastern
Illinois University and Southern Illinois University were
strongly encouraging but not mandating students be
vaccinated.

Illinois State students taking courses on campus
who do not provide evidence of a COVID-19 vaccination
for the coronavirus will be required to participate in an
on-campus testing program. Monday’s guidance from
the IBHE and the ICCB encouraged schools to continue
COVID-19 testing of unvaccinated individuals to identi-
fy and slow virus transmission consistent with the
CDC.

The guidance also stated that schools should con-
tinue to promote and facilitate health-promoting be-
haviors such as hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
and continue routine cleaning of high-touch surfaces
and shared objects and maintaining improved ventila-
tion in accordance with CDC recommendations.

Colleges
Continued from Page 1A

Another is expected to open this year in Effi�ngham.
Champaign was the site of the fi�rst Meijer store in

Illinois. It opened in 1995. About half the chain’s out-
lets are located in Michigan.

Meijer stores feature a full-service grocery as well
as clothing, electronics, hardware and sporting
goods, among other merchandise.

The chain was founded in 1934 as a grocery store in
Greenville, Mich., and is headquartered in suburban
Grand Rapids. That Michigan city also is where Meij-
er opened its fi�rst combined supermarket/depart-
ment store, in 1962.

Meijer is considered the pioneer of the modern su-
perstore concept. Many Meijer stores also sell gaso-
line.

Meijer
Continued from Page 1A

ROCKFORD – Mayor Tom McNamara has decided
against running for Congress to succeed U.S. Rep.
Cheri Bustos, D-East Moline.

McNamara was inundated with
calls from across the country urging
him to run for Bustos’ Congressional
seat after she announced that she
would not seek a sixth term. But al-
though tempted by the idea he might
have a wider impact in Congress,
McNamara ultimately decided he can
make a bigger diff�erence staying may-

or of Rockford.
McNamara announced Monday he will not run for

Congress in 2022.
“We have work left to do, and I want to be here,

beside you, as we implement more positive change in
our community,” McNamara said in a written state-
ment.

McNamara said he is proud of a record that in-
cludes lowering property taxes, opening the Family
Peace Center to assist survivors of domestic and sex-
ual violence, shepherding a Hard Rock Casino Rock-
ford project through the approval process, reducing
blight and creating the Rockford Promise NIU Schol-
arship Program that will allow Rockford Public
Schools students to attend college tuition free.

But he said the needle on violent crime is continu-
ing in the wrong direction, and businesses are con-
tinuing to struggle to bounce back from the pandem-
ic. McNamara said the city is rolling out crime-fi�ght-
ing programs that help traumatized youth and resi-
dents returning to the city from prison so they don’t
reoff�end.

Mayor decides against 
run for congress
Jeff Kolkey Rockford Register Star

USA TODAY NETWORK

McNamara 

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker announced plans Mon-
day to seek a second term.

“I can’t tell you what pride it gives me as governor
of the state to see the people of Illi-
nois standing up for one another. We
saw the fundamental goodness of
the people of Illinois exists in South-
ern Illinois as it does in Central Illi-
nois as it does in Northern Illinois,”
Pritzker, 56, said in a video Monday.

Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton will stay
on as the billionaire Democrat’s run-

ning mate.
The Pritzker video highlighted the state’s re-

sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic and featured
supporters from across the state including Jenica
Krushall, a registered nurse from Springfi�eld.

“I feel like the governor was a partner with nurses
and doctors and the whole medical community,”
Krushall said.

Polly Poskin of Springfi�eld also was featured.
“This was a time when we had to get it right, and
Governor Pritzker did it for us,” she said. 

While Pritzker is not expected to face Democratic
primary challengers, at least three Republicans
have declared primary election candidacies, includ-
ing businessman Gary Rabine of Burr Ridge, former
state Sen. Paul Schimpf, of Waterloo, and state Sen.
Darren Bailey of Xenia.

The primary election is scheduled to take place
on June 28, 2022. Lawmakers voted to shift the pri-
mary from March 15, 2022, because of the delay in
census data caused by the pandemic.

Pritzker will 
seek re-election
Springfi�eld State Journal-Register
USA TODAY NETWORK

Pritzker

FI
LE

D
 D

AT
E:

 8
/2

5/
20

21
 6

:5
0 

PM
   

20
19

C
H

07
05

0



8A | WEDNESDAY, JULY 7, 2021 | ROCKFORD REGISTER STAR

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

������ ��	
��
� �� ���
��
���������� 
��
��
� ��
����
��� ��
����� ��
 ��
���
��
����
 ��� ����� �� �
�����

��
���
�
 �
 
��� ����
� ����

����� ��
� ��������� �

20%OFF
Any One Item*

TheSweet
Life

4902 Hononegah Rd. Roscoe, IL 61073
(815) 623-1407

www.wbu.com/roscoe

631 S. Perryville Rd. Rockford, IL 61108
(815) 484-9281

www.wbu.com/rockford
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*Valid in-store at the
participating store(s) listed.
One discount per purchase.
Offer not valid on previous
purchases or sale items.
Offer valid thru 07/31/21.
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janesvillecvb.com • (800) 487-2757 • 

Walking Tour of Columbus Circle
Historic District
July 10, 10 AM

Columbus Circle - Elm Ln & Glen St, Janesville

Rock the Grounds Food Truck Festival
July 10, 3 PM to 11 PM

Rock County Fairgrounds

JPAC Art Exhibit: Birds and Flowers
Mondays through July 5 (except Memorial Day)

Janesville Performing Arts Center

Historic Walk Tour

JPAC Art Exhibit

Food Truck Festival
©Kim Hoholek
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Sheep graze through
the tall prairie grass, their
bleats breaking the quiet
as butterflies and insects
flit through the native
flowers.

The pastoral setting is
not a restored prairie. It’s
a solar installation in ru-
ral Chisago County – one
of the 16 in Minnesota run
by Enel Green Power, a
global renewable energy
company based in Rome
that supplies Xcel Energy.

In Minnesota, at least,
the solar farms are gener-
ating more than electric-
ity. Instead of turf, bare
ground or gravel, the land
beneath Enel’s Minneso-
ta installations were all
seeded with native polli-
nator-friendly grasses,
sedges and wildflowers.
They’ve matured into
rich, native habitats for
bees, insects and butter-
flies – in a landscape des-
perately short of them.

Minnesota state agen-
cies, such as the Public
Utilities Commission,
Department of Natural
Resources and the Board
of Soil and Water Re-
sources all encourage
such plantings at solar
sites as a matter of policy.

“One of the fastest
growing trends in solar,
nationwide, is doing bet-
ter than turf grass under
and around the panels,”
said Rob Davis, director
of the Center for Pollina-
tors in Energy at the St.
Paul nonprofit Fresh En-
ergy. That could be food
or other types of vegeta-
tion.

Minnesota pioneered
standards for what con-

stitutes pollinator-
friendly vegetation at so-
lar sites – similar to stan-
dards for organic prod-
ucts – following legisla-
tion in 2016 to prevent
greenwashing, or false
environment-friendly
claims, Davis said.

The Monarch Joint
Venture in St. Paul is
among the groups study-
ing the results.

Laura Lukens, the
group’s national monitor-
ing coordinator, has been
at several Enel sites with
her clipboard this sum-
mer taking inventories of
the quality and abun-
dance of flowering plants
and milkweed, and the
native pollinators using
them. She’s also tracking
the difference between
the habitats growing di-
rectly under the panels
vs. the ones in between.
Lukens said she’s excited
by what she’s seen.

“We’ve been seeing
great things in terms of
the floral community and
the pollinators using the
habitat there,” Lukens
said. “I saw monarchs
breeding at every site I
visited.”

On June 30, the air was
thick with life at Enel’s
Chisago County site near
Shafer. The black-eyed
Susans were in bloom, for
example, mixed in with
Canada wild rye and fox
sedge and other native
plants.

The vegetation cools
the solar panels, boosting
electrical output, as the
long-rooted perennials
help rebuild the soil, ex-
plained Enel regional
manager Jacob Fehlen,
walking the rows.

The array – one of the
company’s smaller sites –

was built on 25 acres of
converted farmland, with
16,632 panels that pivot
to face the sun. They gen-
erate enough megawatts
to power more than 600
nearby homes, Fehlen
said.

Like all of Enel’s Min-
nesota sites, it was seed-
ed with a native pollina-
tor-friendly mix by Otse-
go-based MNL, formerly
known as Minnesota Na-
tive Landscapes. MNL
has taken it further, add-
ing sheep herds to man-
age the vegetation at
many of the sites.

They are Katahdins, a
hair sheep variety that
doesn’t require shearing
like wool sheep, said Jake
Janski, MNL’s director of
services. The “mob graz-
ing” replicates both pre-
scribed fires and bison
herds, controlling dead
material, lowering fire
hazards and stimulating
new growth, he said. The
manure fertilizes.

“This is the next phase
of land management that
we’re trying to normalize
so it’s not this bizarre
concept,” Janski said.
“We’re trying to normal-
ize using animals to do
what animals did in na-
ture. I’m sick of just put-
ting Band-aids on. We’re
trying to fix the prairie.”

Yes, the sheep draw
some laughs in other
states, said Enel’s Fehlen.
The company does it be-
cause they fit with “sus-
tainability needs,” he
said. In Texas, he said,
Enel is looking at possibly
raising the height of its
solar panels to graze cat-
tle beneath them.

The sheep do come
with a few challenges. As
they sauntered around

the rows of panels June
30, workers were repair-
ing an electric fence that
a few ornery rams had
torn through.

Then there are
coyotes, which some-
times scoot under the
fence through the wild-
life gap at the bottom.
MNL sometimes brings
in a mini donkey to pro-
tect the sheep from
predators.

The entire model is
spreading among solar
operators, Janski said.

“What needs to be
proven is cost competi-
tiveness over the long
term,” he said. “The in-
dustry is trying to vet
out the long term.”

Grazing sheep help manage the pollinator-friendly vegetation at an Enel Green Power solar farm in Shafer,
Minn. ANTHONY SOUFFLE/MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE VIA TNS

Pollinator-friendly landscape
takes root beneath solar panels
Jennifer Bjorhus
Minneapolis Star Tribune

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand – New Zealand
has recorded its warm-
est June since record-
keeping began, as ski
fields struggle to open
and experts predict
shorter southern win-
ters in the future.

A range of factors led
to the record, including
more winds coming
from the milder north
rather than the Antarc-
tic south, and unusually
warm ocean temper-
atures, said Gregor
Macara, a climate scien-
tist at the government-
owned National Insti-
tute of Water and At-
mospheric Research.

He said the vagaries

of weather will change
from month to month.
“But the underlying trend
is of increasing temper-
atures and overall warm-
ing,” Macara said. 

The average temper-
ature in June was 51 de-
grees Fahrenheit, the re-
search agency reported
Monday. That’s about 35
degrees above the 30-
year average for June and
more than 32 degres
higher than the previous
record set in 2003 and
again in 2014. Record-
keeping began in 1909. 

Macara said the aver-
age temperature in New
Zealand had increased by
about 33 degrees over the
past century. He said that
if the trend continues,
people can expect later
and milder winters.

New Zealand records
warmest June 
Nick Perry 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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board member Humberto
Lopez said Friday. Mora
was “always trying to
help,” organizing events,
writing editorials about
the invasion and emailing
with other members of
the veterans group, Lopez
recalled.

Lopez said he and the
loquacious Mora were
close for the past decade,
and described his wife as
“charismatic.”

Ana Mora had worked
as assistant to the presi-
dent of a prestigious
Catholic high school in
Miami, Belen Jesuit Prep,
from which the couple’s
son had graduated, said
another family friend,
Johnny Lopez de la Cruz,
president of the museum
and veteran’s associa-
tion. 

Mora Jr. was a man-
ager for Morton Salt’s
road salt business in Chi-
cago, according to a close
friend there, Matthew
Kaade, who graduated
with him from Loyola
University in Chicago in
2011.

Lopez de la Cruz said
Mora Sr. also had two
daughters from a prior
marriage. Another friend,
Humberto Diaz Ar-
guelles, said Mora’s first
wife died of cancer.

Mora was part of a
band of Cuban exiles
funded by the CIA late in
the Eisenhower admini-
stration to help counter
Soviet influence and mis-
siles placed in Cuba. The
volunteers were sent to
training camps in Guate-
mala’s jungle in 1960 and
early 1961. The force came
to be known as Brigade
2506 – the ID number of
the first casualty, a man
who fell off a cliff during a

training accident, said
Diaz Arguelles, who
trained at one of the
camps with Mora.

They lived in tents,
eating food that was
sometimes spoiled and
drinking river water as
they learned to use ma-
chine guns, grenades, ba-
zookas and mortars.

“We were so convinced
about what we were do-
ing to go free Cuba that
nobody complained,”
Diaz Arguelles remem-
bered.

He said Mora, a radio
operator in the brigade’s
Battalion 3, was lively
and popular and “always
talking about every sub-
ject you can think of.”

When training ended
in April 1961 and the fight-
ers headed to Cuba, they
realized they weren’t get-
ting the help they’d been
promised by the U.S. mil-
itary, including aerial
support and a “navy ar-
mada,” Diaz Arguelles
said. Roughly 1,400 men
were transported from a
Nicaraguan port in rusty
merchant cargo ships to
the Bay of Pigs on Cuba’s
southern coast, then had
to climb down ropes in
the dark to board “18-foot
aluminum boats from
Sears” and reach the
beach – while under fire,
because Castro had
learned of the invasion in
advance.

“There was no time to
get scared,” said Diaz Ar-
guelles, whose boat sank
after hitting a reef, forcing
him to swim ashore with
a mortar tube and two
boxes of ammo.

President John F. Ken-
nedy, who authorized the
mission barely three
months into his term, had
canceled a second
planned airstrike after
U.S. support for the April
17, 1961, invasion became
known, according to the

JFK Library. 
After three days fight-

ing the overwhelming Cu-
ban force, hiding in
swamps and running out
of ammunition, water
and food, more than 100
members of the 2506 Bri-
gade had been killed. Diaz
Arguelles and about 20
invaders were surround-
ed by Cuban troops and
taken to Castillo del Prin-
cipe, or Castle of the
Prince, a huge military
fort in Havana. There
Diaz Arguelles again met
Mora, who like him had
been captured. 

Diaz Arguelles said the
prison was deteriorated
and full of fungus, and
they had to sleep on the
floor with rats running
over them at night. Their
meager food had rats and
cockroaches in it, and
contaminated water left
the men sick and weak.

Lopez also was impris-
oned there and spent
about eight months in the
same cell with Mora, who
was then moved else-
where in the prison.

Nearly 1,200 prisoners
eventually were returned
to the U.S. in exchange for
$53 million in food and
medicine, according to
the JFK Library. The Bri-
gade 2506 survivors were
flown to Florida just be-
fore Christmas 1962 and
reunited with whatever
family they had there. 

Diaz Arguelles said he
and Mora both got jobs
and worked their way
through college. 

The men had drifted
apart for years but recon-
nected after retirement.
Diaz Arguelles recalled
Mora had owned a busi-
ness selling hurricane-
proof windows and doors
for at least a decade, and
said they last spoke a
couple months ago, natu-
rally about the Bay of Pigs
veterans group.

Mora
Continued from Page 1A

DETROIT – For one man in Michigan, a home im-
provement project turned into a puzzling discovery af-
ter uncovering 158 bowling balls beneath his back step.

David Olson, 33, was demolishing the back steps of
his house on the morning of July 1, when he saw a black
sphere buried in the sand behind some cinder blocks.

“That was one of the bowling balls. I didn’t think a
whole lot of it. I was kind of assuming maybe there
were just a couple in there just to fill in. The deeper I
got into it, the more I realized it was just basically an
entire gridwork of them making up the weight in
there,” Olson said.

“I was actually a little happy about that because it’s
a little easier to roll bowling balls out of the way than to
move the sand and figure out where to put all that,” he
said.

Although Olson’s initial count on Facebook totaled
50 balls, he uncovered more and more. Later, Olson
counted about 120. The final count totaled 158, though
Olson said he could feel more balls in the ground. In
recent days, Olson discovered two more, bringing the

count up to 160.
“There’s definitely more ... but at this point in the

area I need to work, I’ve dug down about 2 feet lower
than when I found my last ball and I think it’s pretty
much cleared out in that section,” he said.

When he first discovered the balls, Olson said his
thoughts went to his three curious young children. He
contacted Brunswick Bowling Products, the maker of
the balls and asked whether they could be toxic. After
about a day, Olson received a response. Olson sent in
pictures, and after running the serial numbers on the
balls, the company determined they were made in the
1950s and verified that they were safe and could be dis-
posed. Although this cache might be a bowler’s dream,
the balls won’t be making their way to the lanes any-
time soon. Olson said many of the balls were in rough
condition, and each of the balls had two spiral grooves
cut into them. 

As for the ball’s origins, Olson said there used to be a
Brunswick bowling ball plant in Muskegon, Michigan.
He said some ex-Brunswick employees contacted him
through his Facebook post, and said workers used to
take scrapped bowling balls to use as a cheaper alter-
native to gravel or sand.

Michigan man digs up odd filler while
removing back step - 160 bowling balls 
Kyle Davidson
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK
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Rock County 4-H Fair
July 28 - August 1, 7 AM to 10 PM

Rock County Fairgrounds

Janesville Warbird Weekend
July 23 - 25,9 AM to 5 PM

Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport

A Midsummer Night’s Dream Presented by
by Janesville Performing Arts Center

July 22 - 24,6 PM & July 25,2 PM
Outside at the Rock County Historical Society

Rock County 4-H Fair Warbird Weekend

Rock County Historical Society
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Danna Krischke as
BEST INSURANCE

5 YEARS IN A ROW!
AGENT!

Nominate

Our goal is to help you live confidently.
My State Farm office doesn’t just do
insurance, we build relationships;
we discuss coverage and discounts;
we do fun; we do community.

“

”
6735 Broadcast Pkwy Loves Park, IL
MyAgentDanna.com
Fully licensed in Illinois & Wisconsin

Your donations can help build
Rockford.

Find a project you believe in.

acommunitythrives.mightycause.com

* SEE OFFICIAL RULES FOR DETAILS.

It’s amazing
what $10 can do.

RF-RRS000286425

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla. – Estelle Hedaya was
the outspoken life of the
party who loved travel
and fashion. She lived on
the sixth floor of Cham-
plain Towers South and
quickly connected with
fellow former New Yorker
Linda March, an adven-
turous traveler who was
renting out the pent-
house.

Nearly a month later,
the friends are among the
last of those missing in
the complex collapse,
along with Anastasia
Gromova, a 24-year-old
who had just been ac-
cepted to a program
teaching English to stu-
dents in Japan. The
young go-getter was vis-
iting friends at the Surf-
side, Florida, condo for
one last hurrah. 

“She always wanted to
do as much as possible
with her life,” said her fa-
ther, Sergiy Gromov. “It
seems like she knew that
it was not going to last
long.”

Miami-Dade County
authorities said at least
97 people died from the
June 24 collapse. As of
Monday, 95 of those vic-
tims were identified, with
potentially at least one
more person buried in the
rubble. 

“The weirdest thing
about this whole thing is
that Estelle’s best friend
in the whole building is
Linda,” said Hedaya’s
boss, Joe Murphy.

Leah Sutton, a close
friend of both women
who celebrated holidays
and birthdays with them,
said it’s doubly heart-
breaking.

“Friends in life and
souls in death,” said Sut-
ton, who said she is strug-
gling to make sense of it
all. “Maybe Linda and Es-
telle are showing the way
to heaven to all the other
victims.”

The recovery efforts
feel painfully slow for
their families as it
stretches into a fourth
week. Officials said Sun-
day they are “working to
de-water the lower levels
of the collapse,” lament-
ing it’s becoming increas-
ingly difficult to identify
victims during this phase
of the search. They are re-
lying heavily on the med-
ical examiner and highly
technical processes to
identify remains.

March, a bubbly and
outgoing 58-year-old at-
torney, was always eager
to strike up a conversa-
tion. She loved the beach
and was looking for a new
start in Miami. In the past
decade, she’d lost her sis-
ter and mother to cancer,

her father died a few
years later and she and
her husband divorced. 

Back in New York, her
two best friends, as close
as sisters, wait in agony.

“It feels like the wound
gets deeper with each day
that she is not located,”
friend Dawn Falco said.
“After falling victim to
such a horrendous trage-
dy, she at least deserves
to be placed to rest with
dignity.”

Hedaya, chief operat-
ing officer for jewelry
company the Continental
Buying Group, was feel-
ing especially confident
after a recent weight loss,
her boss Joe Murphy
said. To celebrate, she
bought a new red Lexus
just two months earlier,
her favorite color.

The 54-year-old also
had a blog called “Follow
the Toes,” where she doc-
umented her interna-
tional travels, foodie de-
lights, dieting success

and favorite spas.
Like March and He-

daya, Gromova also loved
to travel, and enjoyed
good food and wine, her
mother said. Although
decades apart in age, the
women were all fiercely
independent.

Gromova was visiting
with 23-year-old Mi-
chelle Pazos at her father
Miguel’s apartment. Mi-
chelle’s body was found
July 9 and police said the
body of Miguel Pazos, 55,
was found July 8.

Gromova’s parents
and sister, who live in
Canada and immediately
flew to Florida after the
collapse, still sit and wait.
They broke down in sobs
Monday as they shared
the agony, watching other
victims’ relatives, along-
side whom they waited
for weeks, return home
after their loved one was
identified.

“We are still waiting,”
her mother, Larysa Gro-
mova, said through tears.
“It’s too much, it’s taking
too long. We are the last
ones. It’s terrible, it’s
painful.”

Anna Gromova de-
scribed her sister as a
bright star, who always
knew what she wanted
and went after it. As the
days pass, her family
struggles with the whys.

“Why her, why us, why
this building, why today,
why not yesterday, just so
many questions,” her
mother said quietly.

“She went on a two-
week vacation. She was a
young girl. She had all her
life in front of her,” said
the grieving mother.
“Such a sudden thing, so
many buildings in Miami.
It had to be hers for the
one week she was here.”

Families of last victims in condo
collapse say waiting is agony
Kelli Kennedy 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Anastasia Gromova is
among the last of those
missing in the Champlain
Towers South collapse.
The 24-year-old was
visiting friends at the
Surfside, Fla., condo at
the time of the collapse.
PROVIDED BY SERGIY GROMOV

VIA AP
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PROVIDED BY NATHAN BONNER 

Two pages from “Big Muddy Monster,” a comic book to be released this fall. 

“I don’t consider it a tall tale 
like Pecos Bill or Paul Bunyon. It’s 
definitely a legendary thing at this 
point,” Easton said.

In fact, being from Murphys-
boro, Easton is proud to tell his 
hometown’s story this way.

“I always felt a little bit of pride 
that I came from a town that had 
its own monster,” he said.

Still, he said it has been chal-
lenging putting together a nar-
rative for a “creature who has no 

voice.”
One way they have done this 

is to have a central narrator. The 
face may be familiar to some — it’s 
Murphysboro’s mayor Will Ste-
phens.

“I appreciate the creators de-
picting me in the comic. In re-
viewing some of the draft pages, 
it seems I look better as a cartoon 
than I do on camera,” Stephens 
said.

He said he looks forward to the 
legend of the Big Muddy Monster 
coming to a new generation.

Bonner, Noe and Easton all have 
an affinity for classic movie mon-

sters of the Hollywood studio era — 
Frankenstein, Dracula and the like. 
But they also share a love of mon-
ster comics like “Tales from the 
Crypt.” All this went into their vi-
sion for their book. Noe described 
it as “family-friendly-horror.”

Noe said the book will have 20 
story pages that will be in classic 
black and white with a color cover 
and several color gallery pages in 
the back that will feature other art-
ists’ interpretations of the monster.

Bonner is the artist for the proj-
ect. He said the sighting that most 
grabbed him was the scene at Riv-
erside park with the couple in the 

parked car.
“I think that kind of firmly was in 

my mind from the get-go,” he said.
This is both the figurative and 

literal launching point for the book 
for Bonner. He said the opening 
pages are reminiscent of a “Scoo-
by-doo” like opener — he said he 
can even hear the opening theme 
playing as he reads the panels.

Noe, Bonner and Easton said the 
Big Muddy Monster story belongs 
to Murphysboro and all thought it 
should be an even bigger part of the 
city’s brand. Easton said there are 
people who dedicate all their spare 
time to visiting places known to 

have monster sightings. He said 
Murphysboro should be on their 
lists. So, Noe said a dollar for every 
issue sold will go to Murphysboro’s 
tourism commission.

The team said they hope to have 
the issue printed by this year’s 
Apple Festival in September. 
However, Noe said if this first run 
goes quick, they plan to reprint it 
and keep it in print to be sold at 
the shop and potentially other 
places in the area.

isaac.smith@thesouthern.com 
618-351-5823 
On Twitter: @ismithreports

Comic book
From A1

ended its adjourned spring 
session at the end of May 
without any action on an 
energy bill.

Those motivations re-
main constant as nego-
tiations are still ongoing, 
mostly in private working 
groups, even after a second 
failed attempt to pass an 
energy bill during a special 
two-day session in June.

The energy bill was held 
up again because an agree-
ment could not be reached 
on the phasing out of coal 
and natural gas-fired power 
plants, while other prevail-
ing wage related items re-
main in discussion as well.

It’s still unclear if, or 
when, a finalized version 
of the energy bill will be 
reached, but many equity 
advocates are cautiously 
optimistic that a compro-
mise will be made before 
the end of the calendar year, 
while businesses groups are 
calling on the governor to 
slow the process down.

The importance  

of equity

Rep. Kam Buckner, a Chi-
cago Democrat and chair of 
the House Black Caucus, is 
one of four other caucus 
members involved in the 
energy negotiations.

Buckner said the pan-
demic has highlighted the 
disparities that Black, in-
digenous and people of 
color, or BIPOC, commu-
nities face considering the 
disproportionate deaths 
and joblessness related to 
COVID-19.

“It’s important to me that 
we recognize that commu-
nities like mine have re-
ally borne the brunt of the 
health problems that have 
been associated with pollu-
tion as well,” Buckner said.

“What is painfully clear is 
that communities of color, 
indigenous communities, 
communities that have a 
strong minority popula-
tion, have really not been 
at the forefront or at the ta-
ble when it comes to these 
discussions and that is both 
from a utility standpoint... 
a job standpoint, and... a 

standpoint that looks at the 
results that communities of 
color have had to deal with,” 
he added.

Rev. Tony Pierce, a com-
munity advocate and Black 
clean energy business 
owner, is part of the on-
going energy negotiations 
as well. Pierce also partic-
ipated in negotiations that 
led to the Future Energy 
Jobs Act of 2016, which 
largely dictates how the 
renewable energy industry 
operates.

The passage of FEJA, 
which created a solar credit 
program funded by a charge 
on ratepayer bills, allowed 
Pierce’s Community Devel-
opment Corp. to collabo-
rate with Illinois Central 
College and the Tri-County 
Urban League to become 
one of the only designated 
training sites outside of 
Chicago within the official 
Illinois solar pipeline train-
ing network.

Pierce also worked with 
members of his church to 
form CTP-POWER LLC, a 
solar jobs training program. 
He said his company helps 
create living and prevailing 
wage solar jobs, especially 
for those that are chron-
ically unemployed, which 
can include people with 
gang affiliation, drug issues 
or prison records.

He has learned from his 
experience in the clean en-
ergy industry that many 
BIPOC communities face 
barriers in the industry for 
a number of reasons.

“When it comes to a 
simple SWOT (strength, 
weakness, opportunities, 
threats) analysis, it shows 
that these companies that 
do green energy, solar, etc. 
are companies that are 

headed by typically young, 
highly trained people with 
technical backgrounds 
that have access to capital. 
Those two pieces typically 
don’t exist in any great 
fashion in BIPOC commu-
nities,” Pierce said.

The main focus of the eq-
uity provisions that are be-
ing considered include cre-
ating programs to promote 
economic opportunity and 
job growth for communities 
that have historically been 
left behind when it comes 
to the skilled labor industry, 
Pierce said.

The topic of prevailing 
wages continues to be a 
sticking point between la-
bor unions and equity ad-
vocates as an agreement on 
how this will be addressed 
in the omnibus energy bill 
has yet to be met.

“The truth of the matter 
is that some trade unions 
have stood in the way of 
Black and brown workers 
and contractors sharing and 
the chance to earn jobs, to 
build businesses and to 
create generational wealth 
by controlling access to 
apprenticeships and other 
job training programs, es-
pecially in the energy and 
construction industries,” 
Buckner said.

“But we now have a 
chance to right that wrong. 
And that’s at the forefront 
of what we’re trying to do.”

Potential  

equity language

Delmar Gillus, chief op-
erating officer of Chica-
go-based Elevate, is one of 
the lead negotiators on the 
equity portion of a poten-
tial energy bill.

Along with being the 

board treasurer on the 
Illinois Environmental 
Council, Gillus has been 
an equity advocate in the 
negotiations, keeping an 
eye on everything from 
ratemaking to decarbon-
ization, electrification to 
energy efficiency.

“All of these areas touch 
communities of color. And 
so it was important to make 
sure that those benefits 
reach everybody across the 
state,” Gillus said.

Gillus said that generally, 
most of those involved in 
the negotiations on the en-
ergy bill have been aligned 
in terms of equity goals. 
They differ more in how to 
implement certain things, 
he said.

Of the multiple energy 
proposals that have been 
introduced to the General 
Assembly, the Clean En-
ergy Jobs Act is arguably 
the most equity-centric, 
according to the bill’s chief 
sponsor, Rep. Ann Wil-
liams, a Chicago Democrat.

“I think it’s fair to say that 
equity considerations really 
were woven throughout the 
entirety of the energy pack-
age that we are working on,” 
Williams said. “That was 
a priority that continued 
as we negotiated and dis-
cussed what we hope will 
be a final energy package.”

Gillus said that once 
FEJA was implemented, 
they were noticing struc-
tural barriers that needed 
improvement to ensure 
that BIPOC communities 
and contractors receive 
the material benefits from 
the clean energy economy, 
which CEJA intended to 
address.

CEJA, according to the 
Illinois Clean Jobs Coali-

tion which backs it, was 
crafted with racial and so-
cioeconomic equity at its 
core, creating programs 
designed to right these 
wrongs. Eventually, Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s administration 
introduced its own energy 
proposal, the Consumer 
and Climate First Act, 
which carried over much 
of CEJA’s equity intentions.

“I feel very good that 
many of the ideas that 
were part of CEJA, because 
they came up through the 
community, came from 
the groups that needed 
the help, in general were 
very well received,” Gillus 
added.

The coalition supports 
Pritzker’s proposal, calling 
it a bold, equity-centered 
plan that shares the goals, 
vision and values of CEJA.

While language in the 
latest draft of the com-
prehensive energy bill is 
subject to change, equity 
advocates said they believe 
for the most part that the 
equity provisions will go 
mostly untouched.

It is the intention of eq-
uity advocates to ensure the 
creation of climate work-
force hubs, where nonprofit 

organizations are selected 
to participate in interme-
diary job training programs 
in the renewable energy in-
dustry.

These workforce hubs 
would help potential work-
ers not only access good 
jobs, but receive the train-
ing, education, transpor-
tation, supplies and proper 
equipment necessary to 
achieve this.

Williams said it is also 
important and significant 
to her and many of her 
colleagues to ensure own-
ership and contractors for 
underserved communities 
are prioritized.

“That is woefully lack-
ing in Illinois in the energy 
sector, and unfortunately 
in many sectors,” said 
Williams. “We’re looking 
to invest in business de-
velopment grants as well 
as low cost, capital access 
programs...we call that a 
Green Bank.”

Efforts to increase and 
diversify investment for 
contractors and owner-
ship opportunities for BI-
POC communities can be 
seen through contractor 
incubators and accelerator 
programs.

Bill
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HARDY HIBISCUS
Large blooms in red, pink, and white with a red eye

Deep purple leaves contrast with the colorful flowers

Deer Resistant • Attracts Hummingbirds • Grow 3’-4’ Tall

Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5:30 p.m.

Sun. 11-4 p.m.

942-4865

Visit us at www.plantscapenursery.com

One mile west of Rt. 148 in Herrin on the Herrin-Colp Hwy.

NURSERY & LANDSCAPE SERVICE

Perennials - Buy 3 get 1 FREE through July!

Make these the centerpiece of your sunny garden

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.

Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.

WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.

How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.

Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More
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proposals to override 
new state voting restric-
tions and to restore parts 
of the Voting Rights Act 
that were curbed in re-
cent years by the Supreme 
Court “a national imper-
ative.”

Yet, instead of raising 
the possibility of fighting 
the filibuster, he appeared 
to tacitly acknowledge the 
fading hopes for the bills, 
saying he would launch a 
nationwide campaign to 
arm voters with informa-
tion on rule changes and 
restrictions ahead of the 
2022 midterm elections.

“We have to prepare 
now,” the president said.

Biden’s sharp rhetoric 
drew praise from progres-
sive groups in his party 
but did little to assuage 
the mounting pressure on 
him to throw his weight 
behind replacing the fil-
ibuster. “The president 
believes that we have to 
make the filibuster work 
the way it used to,” said 
White House deputy press 
secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre, who added Biden 
has not changed his op-
position to eliminating it 
altogether.

Biden’s remarks came a 
day after Texas Democrats 
decamped for Washington 
in an effort to deny their 
GOP-controlled Legisla-
ture the necessary quo-
rum to pass a bill placing 
new restrictions on voting 
in the state.

The lawmakers, who 
arrived in the nation’s 
capital Monday night, 
said they were prepared 
to stay in Washington — 
out of the reach of Texas 
law enforcement — un-
til a special legislative 
session concludes early 
next month. Their action 
marks a dramatic new 
showdown over voting in 
America.

Standing near the steps 
of the U.S. Capitol for a 
news conference ahead 
of a meeting with Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, the Democrats 
promised to “stay out and 
kill this bill.”

However, state Rep. 
Chris Turner, the leader 
of the Texas Legislature’s 
House Democrats, said 
their efforts would ulti-
mately be futile unless 
congressional Democrats 
take bolder action to over-
come a Senate Republican 
blockade of the sweeping 
federal voting bill. The 
legislation, known as the 
For the People Act, would 
create national standards 
for voting that could roll 
back some of the restric-

tions that have been ap-
proved or are advancing 
in Republican-led states, 
including Texas.

“We can’t hold this tide 
back forever. We’re buy-
ing some time. We need 
Congress and all of our 
federal leaders to use that 
time wisely,” Turner said.

Several states have en-
acted new voting restric-
tions, and others are de-
bating them, as the GOP 
has seized on Trump’s 
false claim of massive 
voter fraud in the 2020 
election as a rationale for 
curtailing ballot access.

“No other election has 
ever been held under such 
scrutiny, such high stan-
dards,” Biden said of the 
2020 race.

Some GOP-led states 
have worked to roll back 
the vote-by-mail expan-
sion that was put in place 
in the past presidential 
election due to COVID-19 
fears. Others have tried to 
strengthen voter identifi-
cation requirements and 
curtail hours and loca-
tions for early voting and 
ballot drop-offs.

Texas Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott said he would 
keep calling special ses-
sions through next year 
if necessary to pass his 

state’s legislation, and 
raised the possibility of 
Democrats facing arrest 
upon returning home.

Asked whether Biden 
thinks the Texas legisla-
tors are doing the right 
thing by leaving the state, 
Jean-Pierre said “he ap-
plauds their courage.” She 
said that in the adminis-
tration’s view, the Texas 
bill is an “assault on de-
mocracy.”

Vice President Kamala 
Harris, who is leading the 
administration’s efforts 
on voting rights, praised 
the Texas legislators 
during a meeting with 
them in Washington.

“Defending the right 
of the American people 
to vote is as American as 
apple pie,” she told the 
lawmakers, comparing 
their actions to women’s 
suffrage and civil rights 
marches.

Democrats on Capitol 
Hill have tried to respond 
with a sweeping federal 
voting and elections bill 
that Senate Republicans 
have united to block. Most 
Republicans have simi-
larly dismissed a separate 
bill, the John Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement Act, 
which would restore sec-
tions of the Voting Rights 

Act that the Supreme 
Court has weakened.

Those roadblocks have 
increased focus on Senate 
filibuster rules, which, 
if left in place, would 
seem to provide an in-
surmountable roadblock, 
requiring 60 votes in the 
evenly split, 100-mem-
ber chamber to even bring 
up controversial legisla-
tion.

Moderate Democrats 
including Sens. Joe Man-
chin of West Virginia 
and Kyrsten Sinema of 
Arizona also have so far 
expressed reluctance to 
changing the Senate rules.

Many Democrats have 
expressed frustration 
with the lack of a greater 
White House push to 
change the filibuster, 
with civil rights activists 
stressing that Biden was 
elected with broad sup-
port from Black people 
whose votes are often put 
at risk by voting restric-
tions.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, 
who attended Biden’s 
address, called it a “good 
speech,” but also said, “I 
told him that I was going 
to stay on him about the 
filibuster.” He described 
Biden as noncommittal 
on the issue.

DAMIAN DOVARGANES, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Patrons enjoy tropical cocktails in the tiny interior of the 
Tiki-Ti bar as it reopens on Sunset Boulevard on July 7 in Los 
Angeles. 

EVAN VUCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

In a speech on voting rights at the National Constitution Center on Tuesday in Philadelphia, 
President Joe Biden called GOP voting restrictions “un-American.”
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY

Man charged 

with distributing 

heroin, fentanyl
An East St. Louis man 

was indicted last month on 
charges of distributing her-
oin and fentanyl.

Kurt L. Richardson was 
federally indicted June 22 on 
two counts distribution of a 
controlled substance — one 

for heroin and the other for 
fentanyl. The indictment 
alleges the heroin offense 
occurred May 21, 2020, and 
the fentanyl offense took 
place on Aug. 7.

Federal court database 
Pacer says Richardson 
was arrested June 30 — he 
pleaded not guilty that day. 
Richardson was released on 
$5,000 bond and is sched-
uled to appear for a 9 a.m. 
jury trial Aug. 30.

— The Southern

BRIEFLY

Soto said participants 
spent last week writing 
and developing their own 
script — a drama involv-
ing researchers whose 
friends have been ab-
ducted by aliens and the 
ensuing efforts to rescue 
them — as well as crafting 
costumes and props. This  
week, campers are pro-
ducing their own scenery, 
painting backdrops and 
rehearsing.

“The kids all brain-
storm and each one adds 
things into the play,” she 
said, explaining that the 
entire camp is a collab-
orative project. “Early in 
the week, they learn each 

other’s names, come up 
with expectations and de-
velop their own rules for 
the camp.”

She said activities in-
cluding karaoke and lip 
syncing pushed campers 
overcome any initial shy-
ness and helped them de-
velop into actors.

“We do a lot of activities 
based on theater,” she said. 
“Our hope is that they re-
ally come out of their shells 
and this helps them de-
velop some confidence and 
communication skills.”

She added that the camp 
also has helped children 
adjust to being together 
with other children again.

Soto said, “I think it’s 
helped with social skills 
because of all of the time 
we’ve all been apart. This 

is bringing them back 
again with other kids.”

Together, the students 
wrote the script and ironed 
out all of the creative de-
tails for the play.

“They definitely all 
worked together and put a 
little bit of each kid’s ideas 
into the play,” Soto said. 
“They came up with the 
plot, the characters, the 
climax of the story, every-
thing.”

For campers including 
Peyton Scott, 6, daughter 
of Monica and Michael 
Scott of Murphysboro, all 
of the details are import-
ant, especially when it 
comes to props and scen-
ery.

“We’re making a lab for 
up on the stage so that the 
people can see how the lab 

is part of what we’re do-
ing,” she said while paint-
ing a piece of scenery.

Coleman added, “The 
play is all about aliens; our 
friend goes missing and we 
have to go get her. Some of 
us are researchers and I am 
a human alien.”

Both Coleman and Scott 
said they have made new 
friends at the camp and 
have learned the ins and 
outs of the stage.

“It’s been really good 
because we’ve learned 
what you do when you 
make a play,” Coleman 
explained. “We wrote the 
play ourselves, but we had 
some help because some 
of us don’t have that many 
ideas.”

“It’s really been a lot of 
fun,” she added.

Camp
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cases in the U.S. are no-
where near their peak of 
a quarter-million per day 
in January. And deaths 
are running at under 260 
per day on average after 
topping out at more than 
3,400 over the winter — a 
testament to how effec-
tively the vaccine can pre-
vent serious illness and 
death in those who happen 
to become infected.

Still, amid the rise, 
health authorities in places 
such as Los Angeles County 
and St. Louis are begging 
even immunized people to 
resume wearing masks in 
public. And Chicago offi-
cials announced Tuesday 
that unvaccinated travelers 
from Missouri and Arkan-
sas must either quarantine 
for 10 days or have a nega-
tive COVID-19 test.

Meanwhile, the Health 
Department in Mississippi, 
which ranks dead last na-
tionally for vaccinations, 
began blocking posts about 
COVID-19 on its Facebook 
page because of a “rise of 
misinformation” about the 
virus and the vaccine.

Mississippi officials are 
also recommending that 
people 65 and older and 
those with chronic under-
lying conditions stay away 
from large indoor gather-
ings because of a 150% rise 
in hospitalizations over the 
past three weeks.

But the political will may 
not be there in many states 
fatigued by months of re-
strictions.

In Michigan, Democratic 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
is facing a drive to repeal 
a law that she used to set 
major restrictions during 
the early stages of the pan-
demic.

And Republican Gov. Kay 
Ivey of Alabama pushed 
back against the idea 
that the state might need 
to reimpose preventive 
measures as vaccinations  
lag and hospitalizations 
rise.

“Alabama is OPEN for 
business. Vaccines are 
readily available, and I en-
courage folks to get one. 
The state of emergency and 
health orders have expired. 
We are moving forward,” 
she said on social media.

Dr. James Lawler, a leader 
of the Global Center for 
Health Security at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center in Omaha, said 
bringing back masks and 
limiting gatherings would 
help. But he acknowledged 
that most of the places see-
ing higher rates of the virus 
“are exactly the areas of the 
country that don’t want to 
do any of these things.”

Lawler warned that what 
is happening in Britain is a 
preview of what’s to come 
in the U.S.

“The descriptions from 
regions of the world where 
the delta variant has taken 
hold and become the pre-
dominant virus are pictures 
of ICUs full of 30-year-
olds. That’s what the crit-
ical care doctors describe 
and that’s what’s coming 
to the U.S.,” he said.

He added: “I think peo-
ple have no clue what’s 
about to hit us.”

President Joe Biden 
is putting a dose of star 
power behind the admin-
istration’s efforts to get 
young people vaccinated. 
Eighteen-year-old actress, 
singer and songwriter Ol-
ivia Rodrigo will meet with 
Biden and Dr. Anthony 
Fauci on Wednesday.

While the administra-
tion has had success vac-
cinating older Americans, 
young adults have shown 
less urgency to get the 
shots.

Some, at least, are heed-
ing the call in Missouri 
after weeks of begging, 
said Erik Frederick, chief 
administrative officer of 
Mercy Hospital Spring-
field. He tweeted that the 
number of people getting 
immunized at its vaccine 
clinic has jumped from 150 
to 250 daily.

“That gives me hope,” he 
said.

COVID-19
From A1

Biden
From A1

ASSOCIATED PRESS

 BUHL, Idaho — A far-
right extremist group 
whose members took part 
in the Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S. Capitol partici-
pated with a float in a July 3 
parade in the south-central 
Idaho town of Buhl.

The Times-News reports 
that Proud Boys members 
were among about 100 
floats in the Sagebrush 
Days parade that went 
through the center of town.

The Buhl Chamber of 
Commerce runs the pa-
rade but wouldn’t com-
ment specifically about the 
Proud Boys taking part.

“At this time the Buhl 
Chamber (of) Commerce 
will not feed into any neg-
ative propaganda,” the 
group said in a statement 
to the newspaper. “The 
Buhl 2021 Sagebrush Days 

parade saw 90 plus entries 
who celebrated in a courte-
ous and civil manner. The 
Buhl Chamber takes pride 
in welcoming all partici-
pants, while giving them 
the opportunity to cele-
brate our great nation.”

Chamber officials in a 
later email told the news-
paper they were looking 
into the process for review-
ing parade entries.

On Jan. 6, the Proud Boys 
met at the Washington 
Monument around 10 a.m. 
and marched to the Capi-
tol before then-President 
Donald Trump finished 
addressing thousands of 
supporters near the White 
House.

The insurrectionists who 
descended on the Capitol 
briefly disrupted the cer-
tification of President Joe 
Biden’s win and sent terri-

fied lawmakers running for 
their lives.

About two dozen mem-
bers or associates of the 
neo-fascist Proud Boys 
have been charged in fed-
eral court with offenses re-
lated to the Jan. 6 riots.

Twin Falls County, 
where Buhl is located, 
overwhelmingly voted for 
Trump in the presidential 
election.

In Buhl, men accompa-
nying the Proud Boys float 
wore black and yellow 
shirts while carrying an 
American flag and a black 
flag with the yellow letters 
“P.B.”

“I was surprised as any-
one else to see that partic-
ular float go by,” said Buhl 
City Councilman Michael 
Higbee.

Idaho has a history of far-
right groups. The neo-Nazi 

group Aryan Nations was 
based near Hayden Lake 
in northern Idaho starting 
in the 1970s. It eventually 
was bankrupted in a lawsuit 
brought by local activists 
and the Southern Poverty 
Law Center. Its compound 
was seized, and supporters 
dispersed.

Jen Schneider, the in-
terim associate dean and 
professor in Boise State 
University’s School of 
Public Service, said the 
appearance of Proud Boys 
in an Idaho parade could 
be connected to the pres-
idential election and the 
events at the U.S. Capitol 
in January.

“We have a long history 
of right-wing extremism in 
Idaho, and nobody would 
disagree they have been 
emboldened the last few 
years,” Schneider said.

Far-right Proud Boys march in Idaho parade

Also Herbaria Soaps Buy 2 Get 1 FREE

GARDEN SEEDS
Buy 1 get 1 FREE

Sow Seeds Now for a Fall Garden
Lake Valley Seeds, Renee’s Garden Seeds, Botanical Interests & Hudson Valley Seeds

Visit us at www.plantscapenursery.com
Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5:30 p.m.

Sun. 11-4 p.m.

942-4865NURSERY & LANDSCAPE SERVICE
One mile west of Rt. 148 in Herrin on the Herrin-Colp Hwy.

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.

Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.

WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.

How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.

Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More
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ROBERT MCCOPPIN

Chicago Tribune 

A staff member has filed suit 
against the office of U.S. Rep. 
Brad Schneider, claiming racial 
discrimination and retaliation by 
a supervisor in his office.

Patrice Campbell, a constit-
uent services representative in 
Lincolnshire and the office’s only 
Black employee, according to the 
federal lawsuit, claimed that on 
March 3, supervisor Karyn Da-
vidman, while talking about using 
lanyards to secure face masks, told 
her, “You are going to have to get a 
rope and put it around your neck.”

Taken aback by what she took as 
a reference to lynching, Campbell 
objected and said that she cannot 
say things like that, and explained 
that the “rope” to which David-
man referred is called a lanyard, 

the suit stated.
The next day, on a joint video 

conference, Davidman insisted 
that Campbell show her face on 
the video, and recounted the in-
cident and “laughed hysterically,” 
adding that her husband also told 
her the comment was inappropri-
ate, according to the suit.

Afterward, Davidman called 
Campbell to tell her, “You should 
have seen your face when I told 
that story!” the suit stated.

Matt Fried, a spokesman for 
Schneider, D-Deerfield, shared a 
statement that the office doesn’t 
discuss specific details about 
personnel, but looked forward to 
responding in court, and is confi-
dent that the office will be exoner-
ated once all the facts are known.

“To be clear, the office took 
prompt and appropriate correc-

tive action to address Ms. Camp-
bell’s initial complaint,” the state-
ment read. “However, the federal 
lawsuit filed ... by Ms. Campbell 
does not provide a complete or 
accurate representation of the is-
sues or her treatment by any office 
personnel. There is another side 
to the story.”

Campbell claimed that the 
comments by Davidman, the 
office’s Casework and Veterans 
Affairs Director, created an intol-
erable hostile work environment.

On July 14, Campbell filed a 
complaint with the Office of Con-
gressional Workplace Rights.

As a caseworker who lives in 
Zion, Campbell helps residents of 
Schneider’s congressional district 
on Chicago’s North Shore to get 
help from or make claims involv-
ing federal agencies. Davidman 

determines whether and to what 
degree the office will help a con-
stituent.

Campbell further claims that 
Davidman favored white em-
ployees in the office, and showed 
a pattern of bias toward people of 
color, particularly African Ameri-
cans, in and outside the office, and 
has accepted very few requests for 
help from them.

In the year and a half that 
Campbell has worked there, the 
nine cases accepted on behalf of 
African Americans were assigned 
to Campbell, making her feel like 
the “Black people representative” 
for the office, the suit stated. Da-
vidman also complained about 
an African American operations 
manager at the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, and announced that she 
would only work with a white 

operations manager.
The suit stated that the “rope” 

comment was offensive in rela-
tion to white lynchings of Black 
people.

Since Campbell’s complaint, 
she was assigned only to com-
plicated and “onerous” tax cases, 
rather than the broad range of 
cases that she worked previously, 
making her the frequent target of 
callers’ anger.

Campbell’s suit stated that she 
was “so emotionally traumatized 
that she was forced to” take leave 
from her job for the month of April 
and worked a reduced schedule in 
May and June, and was overloaded 
with work in retaliation.

But Davidman was not suffi-
ciently disciplined for her actions 
and remained Campbell’s super-
visor, the suit stated.

Staffer for Rep. Schneider files racial discrimination suit

December 2020, the IDOT 
Transit Improvement Pro-
gram contributed an addi-
tional $2.8 million dollars 
towards the project. 

The new transportation 
center will be constructed 
in downtown Carbondale 
on the east side of South 
Illinois Avenue. City lead-
ers expect construction to 
begin in fall 2022. 

Bollman said the plan 
is to have the SIMMS hub 
substantially completed by 
April of 2024, when thou-
sands are expected to flock 
to Carbondale and SIU to 
watch the solar eclipse — 
and a good amount of visi-
tors may take public trans-
portation. 

“We’d love to have that 
open in time,” Bollmann 

said. 
Planning for the South-

ern Illinois Multi Modal 

Station project, also called 
SIMMS, began in 2013, 
as part of the city’s long-

range vision. The city began 
working with IDOT to plan 
for the project in 2015.

Transit
From A1

PROVIDED 

An early design rendering for the Southern Illinois Multi Modal Station. 

Farm Bureau.
As head of the orga-

nization representing 
the nation’s largest soy-
bean-growing state, 
Schroeder represents 
the interests of 43,000 
farmers. Those include 
everything from politics 
to research. But the main 
focus is on international 
markets.

“Sixty percent of grain 
in Illinois goes for export, 
so it’s important for us to 
talk to buyers,” he said. 
“It’s face-to-face, per-
sonal interaction. We look 
at what we are doing right 
and what we are doing 
wrong. It’s boots on the 
ground. What’s the next 
China? Is it India? There 
are going to be more peo-
ple in India than China 
soon.”

One player in the global 
market getting increasing 
attention is Egypt.

“We’re always looking 
for countries with growing 
GDP and growing popula-
tions. Those are the two 
things,” Schroeder said. 
“Because of the growing 
GDP they’re going to be 
improving their diet, so 
hopefully they’ll be eating 
more meat and less grain. 
Meat is like a seven-to-
one advantage moving 
soybeans through an ani-
mal. It’s a huge benefit for 
real consumption.”

Another place the board 
has its eyes on is Cuba. 
Schroeder would like to 
see the communist nation 
opened up more to U.S. 
ag commodities. He has 
visited the island country 
and came away with real 
concerns.

“We’re only 90 miles 
away from Cuba. But the 
government has banned 
extended credit to Cu-
ban companies to import 
grain,” he said. “Ameri-
can government mandates 
that they have to pay cash. 
But Cuba can get credit 
from other countries, so 
where are they going to 
go, even though we’re the 
closest and most reliable? 
I get the other side, but 
government has a major 
influence on the outcome 
of producers.

“They grow a lot of rice 
in Louisiana, yet Cuba 
imports almost all their 
rice from Vietnam. How  
much sense does that 
make?”

As a member of the mar-
keting committee, Schro-

eder puts in the miles. 
That includes meeting 
with politicians as well as 
customers.

“We’re on the road all 
the time, to Springfield, 
Washington and other 
places,” he said. “We do 
fact-finding trips. If it’s 
worthy, we’ll do it. It’s 
just a matter of what is 
relevant to the farmers we 
represent.”

Politics plays a major 
role in the ag industry, 
which over the past few 
decades has been affected 
by domestic as well as in-
ternational policies.

“The government blinks 
and we have a crisis on 
the farm,” Schroeder said. 
“That’s the way it’s always 
been.”

The latest blinking in-
volves the push toward re-
newable energy. Schroeder 
is concerned about the ef-
fect on products such as 
biodiesel because demand 
would conceivably shrink 
as more energy is gener-
ated from sources such as 
solar and wind power.

“All this climate change, 
carbon sequestration, net 
zero emissions and the 
other buzzwords, we’re 
in it up to our necks,” he 
said. “Some people are 
looking to farmers to se-
quester carbon in the soil. 
They expect us to clean up 
what industry is doing. It’s 
all to be played out. That’s 
the intangible thing these 
commodity organizations 
do for people we repre-
sent.”

Besides serving as 
chairman of ISA, Schro-
eder also heads up the 
state’s checkoff program. 
The two organizations are 
comprised of the same 
staff but are by law sep-
arate, as the checkoff  
board is prohibited from 
engaging in political ac-
tivities.

“We do it all at once. We 
track time and hours just 
like an attorney would 
book,” he said. “There are 
so many hours of checkoff 
work today and so many 
hours of non-checkoff. 
It’s an accounting head-
ache. But we’ve had clean 
audits for as long as I’ve 
been on the board.”

Schroeder is proud of 
the work ISA does, though 
he acknowledges the chal-
lenges.

“We try really hard to get 
it right,” he said. “We’re 
trying to turn over a lot of 
rocks. There is stuff that 
doesn’t make sense today 
but may have legs in the 
future.”

Work
From A1

advantage.
This year, the supermajor-

ity Democrats in the General 
Assembly passed new redis-
tricting maps by the end of 
the regular session in May 
and Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
them into law on June 4.

But full census data wasn’t 
available at the time and still 
won’t be released until Aug. 
16, so lawmakers used data 
from the Census Bureau’s 
American Community Sur-
vey and other private sources 
to draw the maps.

MALDEF and the Repub-
lican leaders argued in their 
court documents that the 
use of American Commu-
nity Survey data represents 
an incomplete count and 
therefore violates the “one 
person, one vote” principle 
under the equal protection 
clause of the U.S. Consti-
tution.

The Republican leaders 
have asked the court to ei-
ther force Welch and Har-
mon to appoint a bipartisan 
commission to oversee re-
districting, or appoint a spe-

cial party to draw the maps 
themselves. At last week’s 
status hearing, lawyers for 
the Democratic leaders ar-
gued that would be an ex-
treme remedy in which fed-
eral judges are intervening in 
matters of state law.

MALDEF requested a 
judge block the new maps 
from taking effect in any fu-
ture elections.

But lawyers for the Dem-
ocratic leaders – which 
include Michael Kasper, a 
longtime Democratic redis-
tricting operative and ally to 
former House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan – argued in 
the dismissal motion “there 
is no way to measure the 
validity of Plaintiffs’ equal 
protection allegations until 
the Census Bureau issues the 
2020 census data.”

The lawyers for the Dem-
ocratic leaders focused on 
the state constitution in 
other aspects of their motion 
to dismiss as well, arguing, 
“Nothing in the U.S. Con-
stitution or Illinois’ Consti-
tution or statutes mandates 
only the use of final census 
numbers in redistricting.”

“Plaintiffs do not suggest 
that the General Assembly 

should have used a differ-
ent data set – plaintiffs only 
suggest that the General As-
sembly, led by defendants 
Welch and Harmon, should 
have done nothing and sim-
ply ignored the directives of 
the state constitution,” the 
lawyers wrote. “The federal 
constitution does not re-
quire such inaction on the 
part of state officials.”

Welch and Harmon’s 
lawyers also argued that the 
claims against them lack 
standing because the plain-
tiffs make no specific claims 
that the districts in which 
they reside are negatively 
impacted by the use of ACS 
data.

“They have not alleged—
nor can they allege—that 
their personal voting 
strength is diluted by the 
current redistricting plan,” 
they wrote in the court doc-
ument. “They have not al-
leged, for example, that their 
votes are diluted by over-
population in their districts 
when compared to the vot-
ing power of those residing 
in less populated districts.”

The state elections board, 
which is represented by 
Illinois Attorney General 

Kwame Raoul’s office, also 
filed a motion to dismiss the 
suit Friday, claiming im-
munity in the case via the 
11th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution and echoing 
claims that the plaintiffs 
have not demonstrated in-
jury in the case.

The case is before a three-
judge federal panel, which 
has a tentative trial date set 
for Sept. 27-29.

But there is also another 
status hearing scheduled 
for Aug. 24 – or just over a 
week after full census num-
bers will be made available. 
In an order scheduling that 
hearing, the court acknowl-
edged that planned expert 
testimony is likely to “be 
affected (perhaps substan-
tially) by information that 
will not be available until the 
census numbers come out.”

At the virtual August 
hearing, the parties are 
scheduled to discuss “the 
effect, if any, of the release 
of the census data on the 
complexity of the case and 
the presentation of evidence, 
either on a paper record or a 
trial,” as well as the logistics 
of the trial and dates for ad-
ditional status hearings.

Lawsuits
From A1

local governments across the 
U.S., said in a conference call 
with reporters Tuesday. “But 
this really is an example of 
the use of litigation for fixing 
a national problem.”

If approved, the settle-
ment will likely be the big-
gest of many settlements to 
opioid litigation. While it 
means billions for lawyers 
who worked the cases, it is 
expected to bring more than 
$23 billion to abatement and 
mitigation efforts to help get 
treatment for people who are 
addicted along with other 
programs to address the cri-
sis. The money would come 
in 18 annual payments, with 
the biggest amounts in the 
next several years.

The deal echoes one the 
companies have been push-
ing, sometimes in public, for 
two years.

Johnson & Johnson reiter-
ated in a statement that it’s 
prepared to contribute up 
to $5 billion to the national 
settlement.

“There continues to be 
progress toward finaliz-
ing this agreement and 
we remain committed to 
providing certainty for in-
volved parties and critical 
assistance for families and 
communities in need,” the 
company said. “The settle-
ment is not an admission of 
liability or wrongdoing, and 
the Company will continue 
to defend against any litiga-

tion that the final agreement 
does not resolve.”

But Cardinal Health de-
clined to comment early 
Tuesday, and the other 
distribution companies did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

An Associated Press tally 
finds there have been at least 
$40 billion in completed or 
proposed settlements, pen-
alties and fines between 
governments and the toll 
of opioids since 2007, not 
including one between the 
federal government and 
OxyContin maker Purdue 
Pharma in which most of the 
$8.3 billion would be waived. 
Purdue is trying to reach a 
deal through bankruptcy 
court that could be worth 
$10 billion over time; a hear-
ing on that plan is scheduled 
for August.

Other deals are possible. 
While a growing number 
of companies in the indus-
try have struck deals, some 

manufacturers have not — 
and no pharmacy companies 
have struck nationwide set-
tlements.

But the total amount in 
the settlements is far below 
estimates of the financial 
costs of the epidemic. The 
Society of Actuaries found 
that the cost of the crisis 
in the U.S. was $630 billion 
from 2015 through 2018, 
with most of the costs borne 
by the private sector. And 
the White House Council of 
Economic Advisers, when 
considering the economic 
impact of people who fatally 
overdosed, put the one-year 
cost at about $500 billion 
nationally.

Unlike with the tobacco 
settlements reached in the 
1990s, governments have 
agreed to spend money they 
bring in from opioid-related 
settlements to deal with the 
opioid crisis.

In a joint statement, the 
attorneys general for Con-

necticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Tennessee said the settle-
ment talks with the four 
companies are “potentially 
nearing their completion,” 
and that, “we look forward 
to bringing much-needed 
dollars home to our states 
to help people recover from 
opioid addiction and to 
fundamentally change the 
opioid manufacturing and 
distributing industries so 
this never happens again.”

But they still have choices 
ahead on exactly how they 
do it.

“Is it a nice chunk of 
change?” asked Ryan 
Hampton, who is in recov-
ery from an opioid addiction 
and is a Las Vegas-based ad-
vocate for policy to address 
the overdose crisis. “Sure it 
is. Will it go to where it needs 
to go? The jury’s still out on 
that.”

Opioid
From A1

Free Gift with Purchase of $40 or More

JULY HOT PINK DOLLAR DAYS
Garden Seed Buy 1 Get 1 FREE • Perennials Buy 3 Get 1 FREE

Herbaria Soaps - Buy 2 get 1 FREE
All pink blooming plants 20% off

Use your Hot Pink Dollars now, the same as cash, on any purchase!

Mon.-Sat. 8:30-5:30 p.m.

Sun. 11-4 p.m.

942-4865

Visit us at www.plantscapenursery.com

One mile west of Rt. 148 in Herrin on the Herrin-Colp Hwy.
NURSERY & LANDSCAPE SERVICE

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph

On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,

llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice
and consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping.
Shutterfly denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not
decided who is right. For more information or to submit a
claim for payment please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.

Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.

WhatAre the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.

How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.

Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains
how to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval
Hearing on September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement
and a request for attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund,
reimbursement of expenses, and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the
Class Representatives. Motions for these fees and expenses will be posted on
the Settlement Website when they are filed with the Court. You may appear at
the hearing, either yourself or through an attorney hired by you, but you don’t
have to. The hearing may be held remotely at the Court’s discretion. For more
information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656

www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More
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TODAY!

Voting Period:
July 2 - 18
Vote online at:
sj-r.com/contests

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for
the $250 prize, at least 25 categories must be filled in. $250 prize is a Gift Card.
For complete official rules go to: sj-r.com/contests.

YOU COULD WIN $250
#SpringfieldRC
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they
are filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through
an attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely
at the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

3045 Clearlake • 217-522-5220
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RESUMING REGULAR BUSINESS JULY 8

CHESAPEAKE SEAFOOD
HOUSEWILL NOT BE OPEN ON
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employees around!!
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them some time to spend with their
families over the Holiday!

portive living facilities, to be paid for
with federal funds from the American
Rescue Plan Act.

House Majority Leader Greg Harris, a
Chicago Democrat and member of the
Medicaid working group, said this
year’s bill is aimed at addressing many
of the health care disparities that have
existed in Illinois for years but which
were exacerbated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“It's something we in the legislature
do every year to improve health care for
people in every corner of the state of Illi-
nois, but this will be really the first post-
COVID omnibus bill,” he said. “And in
this, we've learned a lot of lessons from
the last year about inequities and dis-
parities and communities hardest hit by
COVID. Many of these are covered by Il-
linois Medicaid. Some of these folks
were not covered at all. So today is a step
one of many steps to expand coverage
and access to make it more user friendly
and reduce disparities for people to get
health care.”

Critical blood shortage

Tuesday’s bill signing took place at
Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital in
Downers Grove, a southwest suburb of

Chicago, where health care officials
were also conducting a blood drive to
address a critical shortage that’s being
experienced throughout the state and
the country.

Bill Rhoades, chief medical officer at
the hospital, said blood usage nation-
wide has risen about 10 percent recent-
ly, due largely to increased visits to
emergency rooms.

Joy Squier, regional communications
officer for the American Red Cross in
Illinois, said the shortage is especially
critical as the nation heads into the peak
of summer activity.

“While summer is traditionally a time
when blood donations do decline, this
year is particularly challenging as many
Americans receive their vaccinations,
resume summer activities, and after
more than a year of limited interactions,
are doing what's fun and what we all
want to do,” she said. “But it's leading to
lower turnout.”

She said people can schedule an ap-
pointment to donate at a blood bank in
their area by visiting the website Red-
CrossBlood.org, or by calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service covering
state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers statewide. It
is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.

Gov. JB Pritzker signs a bill into law expanding coverage under the state’s
Medicaid plan for mental health, substance abuse treatment and a number of
other services. BLUEROOMSTREAM.COM

Medicaid
Continued from Page 1A

the Lincoln Stage has annually attracted
some of the biggest names in contem-
porary Christian music.

“The bottom line is I love doing this,
and I was honored to be asked,” said
Cooper, a retired 911 dispatcher for San-
gamon County Central Dispatch. “One
of the most critical things was that
Springfield can’t lose this show. I don’t
know what would have been done if
Shaner had not stayed, and I didn’t
come on board. I honestly believe the
show would be gone altogether. I didn’t
want the city to lose this in any way,
shape, or form.

“Especially with the (Route 66) cen-
tennial coming up (in 2026), for this
show not to be in Springfield, would be
absolutely (tragic). It only makes sense
for this show to be here. We’re on Route
66, with the history of Abraham Lincoln.
This is the best place to have it.”

Springfield Mayor Jim Langfelder
said there was “always concern the fes-

tival could go away,” but that the Route
66 board saw value in it, like the city.

After Bonnier Events decided not to
go forward, Langfelder said he and Scott
Dahl, the director of the Springfield Vis-
itors & Convention Bureau, met with the
festival’s board of directors and “ex-
pressed our desire to keep it going and
Greg Cooper’s name came up in conver-
sation,” Langfelder said.

“It would be a smaller scale, no doubt
(without Greg Cooper),” he added. “The
value to keep it going is definitely there,
but how do you make that happen? I
think it’s a good match personally.

“Shaner is still helping, which is
good. We’ll be as supportive as possible,
and I know the Springfield Visitors &
Convention Bureau is supporting it at
the same level. It was important to have
it go on especially coming out of the
pandemic. If you would have laid off two
years, it could have been catastrophic.”

The city, Langfelder said, offers a
$25,000 sponsorship, but Public Works
crews also help out.

The paths of Route 66 cut right
through Springfield with various align-
ments, including what is now Business

Loop 55 and, later, Dirksen Parkway and
Stevenson Drive.

Langfelder has said the city would
continue its marketing efforts about not
only what’s on Route 66 but off-road as
well, like Route 66 MotorHeads Bar and
Grill and Ace Sign Co., both of which
have museums of memorabilia.

It would also include Route History,
which is in the former Texaco gas sta-
tion at 737 E. Cook St., near the Fifth,
Sixth and Ninth street alignments of
historic Route 66. Route History high-
lights stories about the Black experi-
ence on Route 66, Jim Crow laws and the
Great Migration, along with Springfield
history. Ribbon cuttings at noon and 6
p.m. Friday mark the reopening of the
museum due to the pandemic and high-
light new exhibits.

Cooper said one of his goals for the
Mother Road Festival would be getting
more local sponsors and vendors in-
volved, as well as local car clubs, like
Cool Cruisers and Route 66 Cruisers.

“We really want to focus on showcas-
ing Springfield and central Illinois,”
Cooper added. “Anything Route 66-re-
lated is a big deal.”

The festival’s schedule remains the
same, including a display of cars
through Sunday, live music and a burn-
out competition Saturday.

Landing Butch Patrick turned out to
be fortuitous, Cooper said, because he
shares agents with Anson Williams
(Potsie from “Happy Days”) and Barry
Pearl, Doody, one of the T-Birds from
the movie “Grease,” who Cooper already
booked for the Powerlight car show.

Also part of the cruise will be “Hail to
the Heroes,” honoring nurses, doctors
and other front-line workers during the
pandemic. Some of those workers will
ride in convertibles behind Patrick.

“I just appreciate (Greg Cooper’s)
passion and his willingness to do it for
our community,” Langfelder added.
“We’ll support him any way we can.”

“Everything’s bigger (with the Moth-
er Road Festival),” Cooper added.
“You’re going to see the top cars in the
country coming to this show. With
Mother Road, you see the best of the
best.”

Contact Steven Spearie: 217-622-
1788, sspearie@sj-r.com, twit-
ter.com/@StevenSpearie.

Festival
Continued from Page 3A
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.

Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.

What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.

How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they
are filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through
an attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely
at the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More
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Canny said the Hazard
Device Unit, or “bomb
squad,” collected evi-
dence at the scene using a
robot, but didn’t find ad-
ditional explosives.

The evidence will be
tested at the Illinois State
Police lab, he said.

Canny said the explo-
sive device was contained
to the receptacle, which
was at the curb in the
2300 block of West Law-
rence, Canny added.

Janet Hutmacher said
she was turning onto
Lawrence from Monroe to
go home when she heard
the explosion.

“I saw the garbage can
come three feet off the
ground, and the lid flew
off and flew across the
street,” Hutmacher said.
“(A car in front of me)
slammed on its brakes to
avoid getting hit by the
lid.”

Hutmacher said there
was heavy grey smoke
billowing from the recep-
tacle and debris flying in
the street.

Katelyn Klos, who lives
nearby, said she heard the
explosion, but thought it
was a transformer blow-
ing or loud thunder on ac-
count of the earlier rain.

“My husband (Garth)
came home and said, ‘The
streets are all blocked off
by cop cars. What’s going
on?’” Klos said. “I didn’t

hear people yelling or si-
rens, so I was surprised all
these people were out
here.”

Hutmacher said she
didn’t see anyone around
the receptacle at the time
of the explosion.

“I thought it might
have been a prank,” Hut-
macher admitted.

Canny said several
witnesses were talked to
in the area. He said the of-
fice is trying to obtain
video from the area.

Anyone with further
information is asked to
call the Fire Safety Office
at (217) 789-2170.

Contact Steven Spea-
rie: 217-622-1788, sspea-
rie@sj-r.com, twit-
ter.com/@StevenSpearie.

A robot from the Illinois Secretary of State inspects a garbage can in the driveway of a home after a reported
explosion near the intersection of West Lawrence Avenue and Witherspoon Drive in Springfield on Monday.
JUSTIN L. FOWLER/THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER

Blast
Continued from Page 3A

by Despain. 
Authorities obtained a

search warrant for the ve-
hicle and Despain's resi-
dence. 

According to a proba-
ble cause record, Despain
was arrested in Spring-
field Sunday on prelimi-
nary charges of aggravat-
ed criminal sexual abuse
of a victim between 13-17

years old, traveling to
meet a minor and solici-
tation to meet a child.

The Georgia Bureau of
Investigation also se-
cured arrest warrants for
Despain for interference
with custody, enticing a
child for indecent pur-
poses, trafficking of a
person for labor or sexual
servitude and kidnap-
ping. 

Oconee District Attor-
ney Tim Vaughn was
seeking to extradite Des-
pain to Georgia to face

charges.
Stuenkel said the girl

was returned to her fam-
ily in Georgia.

According to Illinois
State Police website, Des-
pain, a registered sex of-
fender, was convicted in
2003 of aggravated crimi-
nal sexual abuse and
bodily harm to a person
under the age of 14 in Peo-
ria County.

Contact Steven Spea-
rie: 217-622-1788, sspea-
rie@sj-r.com, twit-
ter.com/@StevenSpearie.

Missing
Continued from Page 3A

helping to deter young
residents from getting in-
volved with violent
crimes, Langfelder said.

“As of right now, we are
just basically meeting
with the community to
see what they are want-
ing in that area,” said

Marty Strieker, who is
overseeing the programs
at Comer Cox Park.

Strieker said he’s still
looking to hire young
adults to help plan and
oversee programs at
Comer Cox Park. Prefer-
ence is being given to
those in the area seeking
first-time employment
opportunities.

“Every summer there’s
always a request for em-

ployment opportunities,
especially for young peo-
ple,” Langfelder said.

Those interested in the
park district’s employ-
ment opportunities can
contact Strieker by call-
ing 217-753-2800, ext.
2003 or emailing mstriek-
er@springfieldparks.org.

Contact Riley Eu-
banks: reubanks@sj-
r.com, twitter.com/@ri-
leyeubanks.

Park
Continued from Page 3A
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If Your Face Appears in a Photograph
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a
Payment from a Class Action Settlement.

Si desea recibir esta notificación en español,
llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims
that Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing
biometric data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and
consent as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly
denies it violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is
right. For more information or to submit a claim for payment
please visit www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included?You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly
at any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees,
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit a
Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how
to exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses,
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they
are filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through
an attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely
at the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

In addition, Mpetshi
was ordered to pay the
costs of the prosecution
in the case, which totaled
$74,507.77. Prior to sen-
tencing, Mpetshi resided
in Kirksville, Missouri.
He is presently on bond
prior to reporting to the
Bureau of Prisons to be-
gin serving his sentence.

Mpetshi immigrated to
the U.S. from the Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo.
He engaged in a scheme
to defraud the Internal
Revenue Service of hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollar as a tax preparer by
claiming false moving ex-
penses and educational
credits for himself and
others on federal income
tax returns.

Mpetshi, who was able
to speak and write in Eng-
lish, prepared tax returns
for other immigrants of
his homeland living in the
Jacksonville area who
could not read or write in

English. 
“There is a misconcep-

tion that people convict-
ed of tax crimes do not
cause real harm and do
not serve long sen-
tences,” said Acting U.S.
Attorney Douglas J.
Quivey, in a Department
of Justice news release.
“This case shows the op-
posite.”

Mpetshi has been out
on bond and living in
Kirksville, Missouri, after
moving from Jackson-
ville.

Claims
Continued from Page 3A

trade mission to a hu-
manitarian outreach.

Today, Ryan, who is 87,
has plenty of interest in
the democracy demon-
strations taking place in
Cuba — but not much op-
timism.

“I’m afraid they are
just going to lock a whole
bunch of people up in jail
and really crack down on
the demonstrators. I’d
like to see change happen
in Cuba but as long as
those who were associat-
ed with the Castros (Fidel
and his brother Raul) are
still in charge, I don’t
think it will happen.”

Ryan has been a harsh
critic of Fidel Castro and
his successors. But Ryan
has also demanded that
the U.S. trade embargo
with the island nation
come to an end.

“I’m convinced that
the people of Illinois can
be of tremendous help to
the people of Cuba,” he

said in 1999. “I believe our
strengths in agriculture
and education and medi-
cal research, as well as
our state’s strong hu-
manitarian record, will be
able to ease some of the
burden that’s felt daily by
the families in Cuba.”

During his visit, Ryan
toured hospitals, labora-
tories and farms.

“So much of what we
saw was completely
fake,” he said. “We went
into a classroom with a
microscope on every
desk. Our Cuban hosts
would have us believe
this was state-of-the-art.
But the microscopes were
quite old and were cov-
ered with plastic. When
we went to the farm, the
barns were still dripping
with whitewash.”

Ryan, a Republican,
said in recent weeks the
sight of ordinary Cubans
waving American flags
and demanding political
freedom was inspiring.

“I’m proud seeing our
flag flying in the streets of
Havana,” he said. Shortly
after his 1999 visit to Cu-

ba, Ryan called for mak-
ing Cuba the 51st U.S.
state.

A legacy of the 1999
humanitarian outreach
was that cultural and ath-
letic exchanges were es-
tablished between Illi-
nois and Cuba.

Then-state-Sen. Dan
Rutherford led the first
exchange when he
brought a group of Illinois
junior high and high
school softball and base-
ball players to Cuba in
2001. Since then, he has
established a travel busi-
ness that takes Ameri-
cans on tours of Cuba.

“Up until the pandem-
ic began, I was traveling
to Cuba about every six
weeks. I have many
friends in Cuba – waiters
and waitress, drivers –
who I’m in regular con-
tact with. I don’t think
most Cubans want radi-
cal political change, they
want economic reforms.
The reasons these dem-
onstrations are taking
place is because there has
been a shortage of food,
medicine and energy,” the

Pontiac Republican said.
Rutherford views the

recent demonstrations
differently than the for-
mer governor.

“I think it is all fake,” he
said. “The former person
in the White House talked
a lot about ‘fake news’
and I think different fac-
tions in the United States
are playing up different
things for their own agen-
da. The Cubans I talk to
are more interested in
economic issues rather
than radical political
change. The pandemic
shut down the tourism
industry from Europe and
elsewhere in Cuba and
because of that there is
not enough to eat.”

Although the trade
embargo allows for Cuba
to buy food and medicine
from the United States,
Rutherford contends it is
the reason Cubans are
going hungry.

“Since American tour-
ists aren’t allowed in Cu-
ba and Cubans living in
the United States can’t
send money back to their
relatives and because the

U.S. won’t buy Cuban
goods, Cuba lacks the
hard currency to buy food
and medicine from over-
seas.”

Rutherford said an odd
dichotomy is that Cuba
has a well-educated, lit-
erate population. And it
has the best physicians in
Latin America. And, yet,
basic items such as aspi-
rin can’t be found in the
nation’s pharmacies.

“I think if economic re-
forms come to Cuba, po-
litical reforms will fol-
low,” Rutherford said.
“It’s time for the trade
embargo to come to an
end – it’s only hurting or-
dinary Cubans.”

Scott Reeder is a veter-
an statehouse journalist.
He works as a freelance
reporter in the Springfield
area. Scottreed-
er1965@gmail.com.

Reeder
Continued from Page 3A

den's victory. Banks, Jor-
dan and Nehls all voted to
overturn Biden's win that
day, even after the riot-
ing. Davis and Armstrong
were among the minority
of Republicans who voted
to certify Biden's win. 

McCarthy's picks
come after all but two Re-
publicans opposed the
creation of the 13-person
select committee in a
House vote last month,
with most in the GOP ar-
guing that the majority-
Democratic panel would
conduct a partisan probe.
House Democrats origi-
nally attempted to create
an evenly split, indepen-
dent commission to in-
vestigate the insurrec-
tion, but that effort fell
short when it was
blocked by Senate Re-
publicans.

House Republicans
have largely remained
loyal to Trump despite
the violent insurrection
of his supporters that
sent many of them run-
ning for their lives. Banks
made clear in a statement
Monday evening that he
would take a politically
combative approach to
his leadership on the
panel, sharply criticizing
the Democrats who had
set it up.

"Make no mistake,
Nancy Pelosi created this
committee solely to ma-
lign conservatives and to
justify the Left's authori-
tarian agenda," Banks

said.
Jordan, one of Trump's

staunchest defenders
through his two impeach-
ments and the top Repub-
lican on the House Judi-
ciary Committee, said af-
ter the House vote to form
the panel that he believed
the investigation is "im-
peachment three"
against the former presi-
dent. Trump was im-
peached by the House
and acquitted by the Sen-
ate both times.

The members selected
by McCarthy had mixed
reactions to the insurrec-
tion as it happened on
Jan. 6. While Jordan led
the effort to overturn
election results, others
tweeted to the rioters to
end the violence or con-
demned it. 

"Thank you to the Cap-
itol police and all law en-
forcement," Armstrong
tweeted shortly after the
House was evacuated
that afternoon. "Rioting
is not protesting. This
needs to stop. Now." 

Around the same time,
Davis tweeted: "This is a
sad day for our country.
The lawlessness has got
to stop. Protestors must
leave the Capitol so Con-
gress can resume the
process of confirming the
Electoral College vote." 

Nehls, a former sheriff,
was one of several mem-
bers who helped barri-
cade the House doors as
rioters tried to beat them
down. He tweeted an As-
sociated Press photo of
himself holding the door
alongside Capitol Police
— face to face with rioters

who had broken the glass
in the entryway. 

"I was proud to stand
shoulder to shoulder with
Capitol police barricading
entrance to our sacred
House chamber, while
trying to calm the situa-
tion talking to protes-
tors," Nehls tweeted.
"What I'm witnessing is a
disgrace. We're better
than this. Violence is
NEVER the answer. Law
and order!" 

A week later, all five
members voted against
the impeachment of
Trump, who had told his
supporters gathered in
Washington on Jan. 6 to
"fight like hell" to over-
turn his election defeat. 

The Democratic chair
of the select committee,
Mississippi Rep. Bennie
Thompson, said Monday
evening that he hadn't
seen the GOP names but
referred the matter to Pe-
losi. "It's up to her," he
said. 

Pelosi named eight
members of the commit-
tee earlier this month —
seven Democrats and Re-
publican Rep. Liz Cheney
of Wyoming, who has
strongly criticized Trump
and has been the most
outspoken member of her
caucus against the insur-
rection. Cheney, who was
demoted from GOP lead-
ership in May over her
comments, was one of
the two Republicans who
voted in favor of forming
the committee, along
with Illinois Rep. Adam
Kinzinger.

As McCarthy stayed
quiet for weeks on Re-

publican participation on
the panel, Thompson has
said that the committee
will have a quorum to
conduct business wheth-
er GOP members are pre-
sent or not. 

The new members will
be put to the test at the
panel's first hearing next
week, with at least four
rank-and-file police offi-
cers who battled rioters
that day testifying about
their experiences. Doz-
ens of police officers were
injured as the crowd
pushed past them and
broke into the Capitol
building. 

Seven people died dur-
ing and after the rioting,
including a woman who
was shot by police as she
tried to break into the
House chamber and three
other Trump supporters
who suffered medical
emergencies. Two police
officers died by suicide in
the days that followed,
and a third officer, Capitol
Police Officer Brian Sick-
nick, collapsed and later
died after engaging with
the protesters. A medical
examiner determined he
died of natural causes.

Associated Press writ-
er Alan Fram contributed
to this report.

Davis
Continued from Page 3A
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TODAY’S OBITUARIES
Harry Edward Cline Jr., 92
Ila May Dimmitt, 101
Kyle W. Foutes, 40
Harold R. Friday, 84
Rev. Thomas Henseler, 85

Michael D. Peters, 68 
Howard K. Law, 26
Henrietta R. Smith,90
John D. Roberts, 78
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BIRTHS
Blessing Hospital

Daughter, to Curtis and 
Brooklyn Smith of Lew-
istown, Mo., at 10:49 p.m., 
Friday, June 25, 2021

Son, to Dylan and Kellea 
Phillips of Payson, Ill., at 
10:41 p.m., Tuesday, June 
29, 2021

Daughter, to Jordan and 
Emily Henry of Quincy, at 
3:18 a.m., Wednesday, June 
30, 2021

Daughter, to James Pat-
terson and Deanna Spann 
of Pittsfield, Ill., at 1:28 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021

Daughter, to Paul and 
Andrea Entrup of Quincy, 
at 3:43 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 30, 2021

Daughter, to Ryan Paul 
and Amy Mercedes Carter 
of Quincy, at 9:09 a.m., 
Thursday, July 1, 2021

Daughter, to Sara Shoop 

of Quincy, at 6:17 p.m., 
Thursday, July 1, 2021

Daughter, to Bran-
don Stolte and Ashley 
Squires of Pittsfield, Ill., at 
7:44 p.m., Thursday, July 1, 
2021

Daughter, to Alexis 
Vaughn of Quincy, at 
5:37 a.m., Saturday, July 3, 
2021

Daughter, to Henry and 
Abigail Gunsauls of La 
Grange, Mo., at 7:06 a.m., 
Saturday, July 3, 2021

Son, to Jacob and 
Amy Peters of Quincy, at 
3:11 p.m., Saturday, July 3, 
2021

Daughter, to Andrew 
and Annamarie Lord of 
Quincy, at 10:53 a.m., Mon-
day, July 5, 2021

Daughter, to Matthew 
and Katie Albert of Quincy, 
at 5:49 p.m., Tuesday, July 
6, 2021

Wednesday, July 21•4-6 pmWednesday, July 21•4-6 pm
You’re invited to join us for a

Public Open House
at the Blessing Cancer Center

Refreshments will be served.                                          Refreshments will be served.                                          
Please use the Cancer Center Entrance at 
Blessing Hospital’s main circle drive at 11th & Spring. blessinghealth.org/cancer

Tour the newly renovated Medical Oncology suite, Radiation 
Oncology and Outpatient Infusion Center, meet the providers and 

staff, learn about our comprehensive cancer care and more.
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a week and in print Tuesday thru
Sunday except January 1,

ON THIS DATE
In 1798, the U.S. Marine 

Corps was formally re-es-
tablished by a congressio-
nal act that also created the 
U.S. Marine Band. 

In 1804, Vice Presi-
dent Aaron Burr mortally 
wounded former Treasury 
Secretary Alexander Ham-
ilton during a pistol duel in 
Weehawken, New Jersey. 
(Hamilton died the next day.)

In 1859, Big Ben, the 
great bell inside the famous 
London clock tower, chimed 
for the first time. 

In 1936, New York City’s 
Triborough Bridge (now 
officially the Robert F. 
Kennedy Bridge) linking 
Manhattan, Queens and 
The Bronx was opened to 
traffic. 

In 1955, the U.S. Air Force 
Academy swore in its first 
class of cadets at its tempo-
rary quarters at Lowry Air 
Force Base in Colorado. 

In 1960, the novel “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” by Harper 
Lee was first published by 
J.B. Lippincott and Co. 

In 1966, the game show 
“The Newlywed Game,” 
hosted by Bob Eubanks, 
premiered on ABC-TV.

In 1972, the World Chess 
Championship opened 
as grandmasters Bobby 

Fischer of the United States 
and defending champion 
Boris Spassky of the Soviet 
Union began play in Reyk-
javik, Iceland. (Fischer won 
after 21 games.) 

In 1979, the abandoned 
U.S. space station Skylab 
made a spectacular return 
to Earth, burning up in the 
atmosphere and shower-
ing debris over the Indian 
Ocean and Australia. 

In 1989, actor and direc-
tor Laurence Olivier died 
in Steyning, West Sussex, 
England, at age 82. 

In 1991, a Nigeria Airways 
DC-8 carrying Muslim pil-
grims crashed at the Jiddah, 
Saudi Arabia, international 
airport, killing all 261 peo-
ple on board.

In 1995, the United 
States normalized relations 
with Vietnam. 

Ten years ago: Rupert 
Murdoch’s media empire 
was besieged by accu-
sations that two more of 
his British newspapers 
engaged in hacking, decep-
tion and privacy violations. 
So Yeon Ryu (soh yahn 
yoo) won the U.S. Women’s 
Open, defeating fellow 
South Korean Hee Kyung 
Seo (soh) by three shots in a 
three-hole playoff.
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By JACK JEFFERY AND 
IMAD ISSEID
The Associated Press

R A M A LL  A H ,  We s t 
Bank— The family of a 
political activist who died 
in the custody of Pales-
tinian security forces 
last month on Saturday 
accused the Palestinian 
Authority of trying to 
cover up his death.

Relatives of Nazir 
Banat said they still have 
not received a document 
with an official cause of 
death and said the Pal-
estinian Authority has 
made efforts to settle the 
matter out of court.

“The behavior of the 
Palestinian Authority un-
til this moment is crimi-
nal behavior, covering up 
a crime,’’ Ghassan Banat, 
Nazir’s brother, told re-
porters.

Nazir Banat was an 
outspoken critic of the 
Palestinian Authority 
who called on Western 
nations to stop provid-
ing aid to the PA due to 
human rights violations 
and growing authoritar-
ianism.

In a series of posts and 
live videos on Facebook, 
Banat had criticized the 
authority’s close secu-
rity coordination with 
Israel, seen by many 
Palestinians as betrayal, 
and its corruption. He 
also lashed out at Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas in 
April for calling off what 

would have been the first 
Palestinian elections in 
15 years. Banat was a 
candidate on an opposi-
tion slate.

His family has said se-
curity forces stormed into 
Banat’s bedroom while 
he was sleeping and beat 
him, inflicting bloody 
head wounds before re-
moving him from the 
house. He died shortly af-
terward while in custody.

His death has prompt-
ed weeks of protests. On 
July 5 at least six activists 
were arrested by security 
forces when protesting 
outside the Palestinian 
Authority headquarters. 
Multiple witnesses said 
the police used pepper 
spray and beat the pro-
testers with batons.

Some 150 people 
demonstrated in Ra-
mallah on Saturday eve-
ning, holding up posters 
of Banat and chanting 
anti-Abbas slogans. The 
protest was peaceful and 
there were no reports of 
violence or arrests.

The Palestinian Au-
thority, seen as a crucial 
partner of the U.S. and 
other Western countries, 
has formed an investi-
gative committee into 
Banat’s death. His broth-
er said that weeks later, 
the family has heard lit-
tle from the government.

The Palestinian Au-
thority has not responded 
to requests for comment.

‘‘Until this moment, 

we have failed to obtain 
a death certificate. How 
can you have a citizen 
who dies without issu-
ing a death certificate?” 
Ghassan Banat said.

Accompanied by two 
family lawyers, the 
brother rejected what 
he said were attempts 
by the authority to send 
tribal elders to the family 
in hopes of closing the 
case and stopping it from 
reaching the courts.

“This file will not be re-
solved or closed through 
elders or tribal ways,” he 
said. “Nizar’s file is a po-
litical assassination and 
will remain open until 
justice is achieved, even 
if it takes 1,000 years.”

The Palestinian Au-
thority is widely viewed 
as corrupt and author-
itarian, with a recent 
poll last month showing 
that support for Abbas, 
who took power for what 
was supposed to be a 
four-year term in 2005, 
had nosedived.

Abbas has faced mount-
ing pressure after calling 
off the elections when it 
appeared that his Fatah 
party would suffer a 
crushing defeat to the ri-
val Hamas militant group.

Last month, Palestin-
ian security forces ar-
rested prominent activ-
ist and critic, Issa Amro, 
after he criticized recent 
arrests on Facebook.

Jeffery reported from 
Jerusalem.

Family: Palestinian Authority 
covering up critic’s death

NASSER NASSER — STAFF, AP
Demonstrators carry posters with pictures of Palestinian Authority outspoken 
critic Nizar Banat and reads “your voice is heard,” during a rally protesting his 
death in the West Bank city of Ramallah, Saturday, July. 17, 2021. The family of the 
political activist who died in the custody of Palestinian security forces last month, 
on Saturday accused the Palestinian Authority of trying to cover up his death.

By The Associated Press

LAFAYETTE, La. — Spec-
tators cheered Saturday 
as a stone statue of a 
Confederate general was 
hoisted by a crane and 
removed from a pedes-
tal where it stood for 99 
years in front of a city 
hall in south Louisiana.

The Advertiser posted 
video of the work that 
happened a day after 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy signed a 
settlement agreeing to 
move the statue of Gen. 
Alfred Mouton or let the 
city do so. A trial had 
been scheduled for July 
26.

“The Confederacy has 
surrendered,” attorney 
Jerome Moroux told The 
Advocate. Moroux rep-
resented the city and 16 
city residents who want-
ed the statue gone.

The murder of George 
Floyd by Minneapolis 
police in 2020 prompt-
ed new calls across the 
country to remove Con-
federate statues, many 
of which had been erect-
ed decades after the Civ-
il War, during the Jim 
Crow era, when states 
imposed new segrega-
tion laws, and during 
the “Lost Cause” move-
ment, when historians 
and others inaccurate-
ly depicted the South’s 
rebellion as a fight to 
defend states’ rights, not 
slavery.

Mouton ,  whose 
fu l l  na me was 
Jean-Jacques-Alfred-Al-
exandre Mouton, was a 
slave owner and son of 
a former Louisiana gov-
ernor. He died leading 
a cavalry charge in the 
Civil War Battle of Man-
sfield.

“It’s been 99 years 
right now, and that’s 
way too long for that to 

have remained in place,” 
Fred Prejean, president 
of Move the Mindset, a 
group created to pushed 
for the statue’s removal, 
The Advertiser report-
ed.

In 1980, outgoing May-
or Kenny Bowen wanted 
to move the statue to 
what was then the new 
Lafayette city hall. Al-
though United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy 
gave the statue to the 
city in 1922, the group 
fought the move, partly 
because Mouton’s father 
once had owned the stat-
ue’s site.

The group delayed 
the move until Dud 
Lastrapes took office, 
then got a permanent 
court order forbidding 
any move unless it was 
needed for road work or 
the land was sold, The 
Advertiser has reported.

Residents asked the 
city in 2016, during a 
national movement to 
remove Confederate 
statues, to get Mouton’s 
away from City Hall. 

But, after the United 
Daughters threatened a 
lawsuit, the City-Parish 
Council backed down.

That prompted the 
creation of Move the 
Mindset and other 
groups to raise aware-
ness about the statue’s 
Jim Crow-era history, 
the treatment of Black 
people during that pe-
riod and the negative 
implications of having a 
Confederate statue at an 
entrance to Lafayette’s 
downtown.

Sixteen members of 
Move the Mindset filed 
papers in 2019 to inter-
vene in the 1980 injunc-
tion, arguing that the 
group’s unconditional 
donation of the statue 
left it without any legal 
right to fight a move.

Mayor-President Josh 
Guillory asked lawyers 
to investigate options 
and in 2020 the City 
Council endorsed remov-
al. The city joined Move 
the Mindset in the legal 
fight against the 1980 
injunction,

Confederate monument removed 
from city hall in Louisiana

SCOTT CLAUSE — MEMBER, THE DAILY ADVERTISER
The statue of Confederate Gen. Alfred Mouton is removed on Saturday, July 17, 
2021 in Lafayette, La. The statue was moved from the front of city hall where it has 
stood for 99 years.

SCOTT CLAUSE — MEMBER, THE DAILY ADVERTISER
Attorney Jerome Mooroux with Fred and Ola Prejean 
react as the statue of Confederate Gen. Alfred Mouton 
is removed on Saturday, July 17, 2021 in Lafayette, 
La. The statue was moved from the front of city hall 
where it has stood for 99 years.
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By ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sena-
tors fashioning a pair of 
colossal bills that would 
deliver more than $4 tril-
lion for infrastructure, 
health care, environment 
and other initiatives in-
sist they will fully pay for 
both plans.

Will they?
In a Washington ritual 

as reliable as panic-buy-
ing when light snow is 
forecast, both parties 
have long relied on tooth-
less budget gimmicks to 
help finance their priori-
ties. The contrivances let 
lawmakers claim they are 
being fiscally responsible 
while inflicting little pain 
on voters and contribu-
tors with tax increases or 
spending cuts.

Here’s how they may do 
it again:

THE PRICE TAG
For political and proce-

dural reasons, Congress’ 
Democratic leaders are 
slicing President Joe 
Biden’s domestic spend-
ing agenda into two bills. 
One is bipartisan effort 
providing about $1 tril-
lion for roads, broadband 
and other public works 
projects. Bargainers hope 
to clinch a final deal and 
unveil this coming week.

The other bill would aim 
$3.5 trillion at expanding 
Medicare coverage, slow-
ing climate change and 
providing free prekinder-
garten and community 
college. This expansive 
package, which would 
also fatten tax credits for 
children and health care 
and help immigrants be-
come citizens, is a Demo-
crats-only push expected 
to take months and draw 
unanimous Republican 
opposition.

With Washington al-
ready projected to spend 
$63 trillion over the com-
ing decade, an additional 
$4 trillion would be just a 
6% boost. Even so, find-
ing $4 trillion in tax in-
creases or spending cuts 
to pay its costs would be 
prohibitively painful for 
politicians.

GETTING REAL
Some of the savings pro-

posals are legitimate.
To pay for much of the 

$3.5 trillion package, 
Democrats led by Sen-
ate Finance Committee 
Chairman Ron Wyden, 
D-Ore., want to increase 
taxes on the wealthy, big 
corporations and com-
panies earning income 
abroad.

Raising more would be 
tough. Lawmakers are 

boxed in between Biden’s 
pledge to not raise tax-
es on people earning less 
than $400,000 annually 
and GOP opposition to un-
raveling President Donald 
Trump’s big 2017 tax cut. 
“It’s the perfect storm for 
not doing anything real 
on the revenue side,” said 
William Hoagland, a for-
mer top Republican Sen-
ate aide.

Also real are proposals 
to beef up the IRS budget 
so it can collect more un-
paid taxes and, perhaps, to 
claim the bills themselves 
would generate more gov-
ernment revenue by stim-
ulating economic activity.

But either could go too 
far.

PICKING THE 
UMPIRES

No one doubts that a 
more muscular IRS would 
pry more taxes out of 
scofflaws. Bolstering pro-
grams that help people 
stay healthy, get educated 
and move goods more ef-
ficiently undoubtedly help 
the economy hum.

The question, though, is 
exactly how much federal 
revenue those two ideas 
would yield. Government 
agencies and outside an-
alysts have widely diver-
gent views, especially for 
forecasting legislation’s 
impact on economic 
growth.

Lawmakers eager to 
claim they have fully fi-
nanced their proposals 
could gravitate to the 
highest plausible numbers 
they can find, to critics’ 
chagrin.

“In basketball, you don’t 
get to choose your own 
ref,” said Marc Goldwein, 
senior policy director at 
the nonpartisan Commit-
tee for a Responsible Fed-
eral Budget.

DUELING IRS 
NUMBERS

The Congressional Bud-
get Office, lawmakers’ 
nonpartisan accountant, 
estimated last year that 
Congress could collect 
$61 billion more in taxes 
over the next decade by 
giving the IRS an addi-
tional $20 billion.

Others are more gen-
erous, which could help 
Democrats eager to fi-
nance their $3.5 trillion 
proposal.

The Penn Wharton Bud-
get Model, a nonpartisan 
research group, project-
ed that Biden’s proposed 
$79 billion boost for the 
IRS would produce $480 
billion more revenue. The 
Treasury Department 
pegged the revenue in-

crease under Biden’s plan 
at $779 billion.

___

AN OLD, UNRELIABLE 
FRIEND

Documents show the 
bipartisan infrastruc-
ture proposal and Dem-
ocrats’ separate $3.5 tril-
lion measure may both 
claim savings from long-
term economic growth 
the bills would suppos-
edly spur.

That concept is called 
dynamic scoring, and 
Republicans have long 
embraced it to paint their 
tax cuts as cost-free. 
That’s not happened.

“The tax cuts will pay 
for themselves,” Steven 
Mnuchin, Trump’s Trea-
sury secretary, said re-
peatedly about the 2017 
tax law. Instead, The 
CBO estimated that even 
including increased eco-
nomic activity, that mea-
sure will drive up federal 
deficits by $1.9 trillion 
over a decade.

Democrats have long 
mocked dynamic scor-
ing as a Republican ruse 
for claiming savings that 
may never materialize 
to hide the true cost of 
their tax-cutting agenda. 
Among its most virulent 
critics has been Sen-
ate Budget Committee 
Chairman Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt., who in 2015 
called it “voodoo eco-
nomics.” Sanders’ office 
declined comment for 
this story.

Yet Democrats ar-
gue that if tax cuts can 
spawn economic growth, 

so can fortifying produc-
tive programs such as 
education and transpor-
tation. That’s legitimate 
if you don’t put “so much 
spin on the ball that 
you’re basically closing 
a budget gap with mag-
ical thinking,” said Sen. 
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii.

Citing past GOP sup-
port for dynamic scor-
ing, Sen. Roy Blunt, 
R-Mo., said, “Maybe on 
this topic I would just 
say, ‘Welcome to the 
team.’”

The CBO has provided 
some dynamic scoring 
estimates but cautioned 
that the projections are 
uncertain.

REPEALING A GHOST 
REGULATION

Both bills’ negotiators 
are ready to claim sav-
ings by assuming Biden 
will repeal Trump ad-
ministration regulations 
on drug rebates. The CBO 
projected those rules 
would cost the govern-
ment $177 billion over a 
decade, so blocking them 
would reduce expected 
spending.

But Trump’s rule has 
never been implemented. 
With Washington running 
record-setting budget 
deficits annually, claiming 
savings by repealing the 
rule and using that money 
to finance spending bills 
would be like a deeply in-
debted family canceling 
a $50,000 vacation and 
using those “savings” to 
buy something else.

OTHER QUESTION 

MARKS

Senate Democrats say 
some proposed tax cred-
its and spending in their 
$3.5 trillion bill may last 
less than the measure’s 
full 10 years. That would 
constrain the legislation’s 
price tag.

Both parties have a his-
tory of putting early expi-
ration dates on programs 
that, like some of these, 
are so popular that a fu-
ture Congress will like-
ly renew them. Republi-
cans did that with much 
of President George W. 

Bush’s 2001 tax cut, which 
was mostly extended.

The Committee for a 
Responsible Federal Bud-
get says the full 10-year 
cost of the policies in 
Democrats’ $3.5 trillion 
plan is $5 trillion.

Other questionable pro-
posals include selling oil 
from the government’s 
Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve, which inevitably 
gets refilled, sometimes 
at higher cost, and taking 
credit for proceeds from 
the federal auction of 5G 
spectrum airwaves, which 
is happening anyway.

Beware of budget gimmicks in spending deals

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE — STAFF, AP
The Capitol in Washington. Senators negotiating two colossal bills delivering $4 trillion for bolstering infra-
structure, health care, environment and other initiatives keep insisting both measures will be fully paid for.

If Your Face Appears in a Photograph  
On Shutterfly, You May Be Entitled to a  

Payment from a Class Action Settlement.
Si desea recibir esta notificación en español, llámenos o visite nuestra página web.

A $6.75 million settlement has been reached in a class action 
lawsuit against Shutterfly, Inc. (“Shutterfly”), which claims that 
Shutterfly violated Illinois law by collecting and storing biometric 
data of individuals in Illinoiswithout proper notice and consent 
as part of a featured called Face Grouping. Shutterfly denies it 
violated anylaw and the Court has not decided who is right. For 
more information or to submit a claim for payment please visit 
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com.
Who is Included? You are a Class Member and are affected by this Settlement if 
you are an Illinois resident and appear in a photograph maintained on Shutterfly at 
any time since June 11, 2014.
What Are the Settlement Terms? Class Members who file valid claims will be 
eligible to receive a pro rata portion of the $6,750,000 Settlement Fund, with the 
payment amount depending on the number of valid claims and deductions for 
Court-approved notice and settlement administration expenses, attorneys’ fees, 
litigation costs and expenses, and service awards to the Class Representatives.
How Can I Get a Payment? The only way to get a payment is to submit 
a Claim Form. If you submit a Claim Form, you will give up the right to sue 
Shutterfly or any Released Parties in a separate lawsuit about the claims made 
in this case and released by the Settlement. You must submit a Claim Form by  
September 14, 2021.
Your Other Options. If you do not want to be legally bound by the 
Settlement, you must exclude yourself by August 16, 2021. If you do not 
exclude yourself, you will release any claims you may have, as more fully 
described in the Settlement Agreement, available at the Settlement Website at  
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com. You may object to the Settlement by 
August 16, 2021. The Long Form Notice available on the website explains how to  
exclude yourself or object. The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on 
September 8, 2021 to consider whether to approve the Settlement and a request for 
attorneys’ fees of up to 35% of the Settlement Fund, reimbursement of expenses, 
and for a Service Award of $5,000 to each of the Class Representatives. Motions 
for these fees and expenses will be posted on the Settlement Website when they are 
filed with the Court. You may appear at the hearing, either yourself or through an 
attorney hired by you, but you don’t have to. The hearing may be held remotely at 
the Court’s discretion. For more information, call or visit the website.

1-833-760-0656
www.ShutterflyBIPASettlement.com

Learn More

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK— A statue of 
George Floyd that was de-
faced in Brooklyn has been 
cleaned and is headed for 
Manhattan’s Union Square.

The artwork was un-
veiled on the Juneteenth 
holiday in a spot on Flat-
bush Avenue. Five days lat-
er on June 24, it was vandal-
ized with black paint and 
marked with the logo of a 
white supremacist group.

But members of the 
group that installed the stat-
ue painstakingly cleaned it, 
and local residents and one 
of Floyd’s brothers gath-
ered around it this week 
to bid farewell ahead of its 
long-planned move to Union 
Square as part of an exhibi-
tion in September.

“I heard the news about 
the vandalism. I was so 
proud that I got word that 
Flatbush held it down. They 
really supported us, looked 

out for the statue, looked out 
for the spirit of my brother,” 
Terrence Floyd said at the 
gathering. He added to news 
reporters: ”You try to stop 
us, but you can’t stop us. 
And we still gonna continue, 
with love.”

Andrew Cohen of Con-
front Art, the group be-
hind the statue, said people 
spent hours cleaning off 

the paint with toothbrush-
es and hands.

“The only method that 
worked was really, really 
putting the elbow grease 
into it,” he said.

The statue is going back 
to a studio Monday for fur-
ther cleaning.

No arrests have been 
made in the vandalism.

After vandalism, NYC George 
Floyd statue cleaned, will move

BEBETO MATTHEWS — STAFF, AP
Jonte Lancaster plays trombone during a celebration for the 
refurbished George Floyd statue, after it was vandalized fol-
lowing its Juneteenth installation, Thursday, July 22, 2021 in 
the Flatbush section of Brooklyn borough of New York. 
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Exhibit D: Digital Banner Notice 
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Exhibit E: Search-Based Notice 
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Exhibit F: Request For Exclusion 
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