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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

PITTSBURGH DIVISION 
 
THOMAS HOBBS, individually and    ] Docket No. _______________ 
On behalf of all others similarly situated,  ] 
       ]  
 Plaintiff,    ]   
       ] 
 v.      ] JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 
       ] 
SYSTEM ONE HOLDINGS, LLC   ] COLLECTION ACTION 
       ]   
   Defendant.   ] PURSUANT TO 29 U.S.C. § 216(b)  
     ]    
________________________________________ ] 
 

COLLECTIVE ACTION COMPLAINT 

I. SUMMARY 

1. System One Holdings, LLC (“System One”) failed to pay Thomas Hobbs (“Hobbs”), 

and other workers like him, overtime as required by the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). See 29 

U.S.C. § 201 et seq.  

2. Instead, System One paid Hobbs, and other workers like him, the same hourly rate for 

all hours worked, including those in excess of 40 in a workweek.   

3. Hobbs brings this collective action to recover unpaid overtime and other damages. 

II. JURISDICTION & VENUE 

4. This Court has original subject matter jurisdiction. See 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and 29 U.S.C. 

§ 216(b).  
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5. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because System One is 

headquartered in Pittsburgh and a significant portion of System One’s business is conducted in this 

District. 

III. THE PARTIES 

 
6. Hobbs was an hourly employee of System One.  Hobbs is an adult individual and 

resident of the state of North Carolina. Hobbs’ written consent is attached as Exhibit A. 

7. System One is Pennsylvania corporation, headquartered in Pittsburgh, and may be 

served with process by serving its registered agent at National Corporate Research, LTD 1601 Elm 

St. Suite 4360, Dallas, TX 75201. 

1 

8. Hobbs brings this action on behalf of himself and all other similarly situated workers 

who were paid straight time for overtime by Defendant. 

 

 

                                                 

1 https://www.systemoneservices.com/locations/(last visited February 7, 2018). 

 

Case 2:18-cv-00181-CRE   Document 1   Filed 02/08/18   Page 2 of 7



 3 

IV. COVERAGE UNDER THE FLSA 

9. At all relevant times, System One was an employer within the meaning of the Section 

3(d) of the FLSA, 29 U.S.C. § 203(d) 

10. At all relevant times, System One was an enterprise engaged in commerce or in the 

production of goods for commerce within the meaning of Section 3(s)(1) of the FLSA, 29 U.S.C. § 

203(s)(1), because it had employees engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for 

commerce, or employees handling, selling, or otherwise working on goods or materials that have been 

moved in or produced for commerce by any person and in that said enterprise has had and has an 

annual gross volume of sales made or business done of not less than $500,000 (exclusive of excise 

taxes at the retail level which are separately stated). 

11. At all relevant times, Hobbs and the Putative Class Members (defined below) were 

engaged in commerce or in the production of goods for commerce per 29 U.S.C. §§ 206-207. 

V. THE FACTS 

12. System One is one of the largest staffing firms in the United States serving energy, 

industrial, engineering, information technology, professional, commercial, healthcare, scientific, legal 

and beyond.2 

13. System One has more than 7,000 employees and consultants from more than 50 

offices and hundreds of client locations.3 

14. Hobbs was an hourly employee of System One. 

                                                 

2 https://www.systemoneservices.com/system-one-story/ (last visited February 7, 2018). 
3 https://www.systemoneservices.com/system-one-story/ (last visited February 7, 2018). 
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15. System One hired Hobbs around December of 2014. 

16. System One paid Hobbs $65 an hour. 

17. Hobbs left System One’s employment in September of 2016.  

18. Hobbs was only paid for hours worked.   

19. The hours Hobbs worked are reflected in System One’s records. 

20. System one paid Hobbs at the same hourly rate for all hours worked, including those 

in excess of 40 in a work week. 

21. Rather than receiving time and a half as required by the FLSA, Hobbs only received 

“straight time” pay for overtime hours worked.  

22. If Hobbs worked less than 40 hours in one workweek, he was only compensated for 

the hours he worked. 

23. If Hobbs did not work, he did not get paid.  

24. But Hobbs normally worked more than 40 hours in a workweek. For these hours, he 

received $65.00 for each hour over 40 hours worked.  

25. System One had substantial control over Hobbs’ working conditions, and over the 

unlawful policies and practices alleged herein. 

26. System One was aware of the overtime requirements of the FLSA. 

27. System One nonetheless failed to pay certain hourly employees, such as Hobbs, 

overtime. 

28. System One’s failure to pay overtime to these hourly workers was, and is, a willful 

violation of the FLSA. 

VI. COLLECTIVE ALLEGATIONS 

29. System One’s illegal policy of paying straight time for overtime violates the FLSA. 
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30. System One paid hundreds of hourly workers using the same unlawful scheme. 

31. Any differences in job duties do not detract from the fact that these hourly workers 

were entitled to overtime pay.  

32. The workers impacted by System One’s “straight time for overtime” scheme should 

be notified of this action and given the chance to join pursuant to 29 U.S.C. § 216 (b). 

33. Therefore, the class is properly defined as: 

All employees of System One Holdings, LLC who were, at any point in the past 3 
years, paid “straight time for overtime.” (the “Putative Class Members”). 

VII. CAUSE OF ACTION – VIOLATION OF THE FLSA 

34. By failing to pay Hobbs and the Putative Class Members overtime at one-and-one-half 

times their regular rates, System One violated the FLSA’s overtime provisions.   

35. System One owes Hobbs and those similarly situated to him the proper overtime rate 

for all overtime hours worked.  

36. Because System One knew, or showed reckless disregard for whether, its pay practice 

violated the FLSA, it owes these wages for at least the past three years. 

37. Hobbs and those similarly situated to him are entitled to recover all reasonable 

attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in this action 

VIII. JURY DEMAND 

38. Hobbs demands a trial by jury. 

IX. PRAYER 

39. Wherefore, Hobbs prays for relief as follows: 

a. An order allowing this action to proceed as a representative collective action under 

the FLSA; 
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b. Judgment awarding Hobbs and the Putative Class Members all unpaid overtime 

compensation, liquidated damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses under the 

FLSA; 

c. An award of pre- and post-judgment interest at the highest rate allowable by law, 

and 

d. All such other and further relief to which Hobbs and the Class Members may show 

themselves to be justly entitled.     

Respectfully submitted, 
 

BY: /s/Michael A. Josephson_________                  
Michael A. Josephson 
Pennsylvania Bar No. 308410 
Texas Bar No. 24014780 
Andrew Dunlap 
Texas Bar No. 24078444 
JOSEPHSON DUNLAP 
11 Greenway Plaza, Suite 3050 
Houston, Texas 77046 
Tel: (713) 352-1100 
Fax: (713) 352-3300 
mjosephson@mybackwages.com 
adunlap@mybackwages.com 
 
AND  
 
Joshua P. Geist 
PA. I.D. No. 85745 
Goodrich & Geist, P.C.  
3634 California Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
Tel: 412-766-1455 
Fax: 412-766-0300 
josh@goodrichandgeist.com 
 
AND 
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Richard J. (Rex) Burch 
Texas Bar No. 24001807 
(pending pro hac vice) 
BRUCKNER BURCH, P.L.L.C. 
8 Greenway Plaza, Suite 1500 
Houston, Texas 77046 
713-877-8788 – Telephone 
713-877-8065 – Facsimile 
rburch@brucknerburch.com 
 
ATTORNEYS IN CHARGE FOR PLAINTIFF  
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CONSENT TO JOIN WAGE CLAIM

print Name: Thomas Hobbs

1. I hereby consent to participate in a collective action lawsuit against System One

to pursue my claims ofunpaid overtime during the time that I worked with the company.

2. I understand that this lawsuit is brought under the Fair Labor Standards Act, and consent

to be bound by the Court's decision.

3. I designate the law firm and attorneys at JOSEPHSON DUNLAP as my attorneys to

prosecute my wage claims.

4. I authorize the law firm and attorneys at JOSEPHSON DUNLAP to use this consent to

file my claim in a separate lawsuit, class/collective action, or arbitration against the

company.

Signature: Thomas Hobbs (Jan 2T), 2018) Date Signed: Jan 20, 201 8
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situated,

Brunswick County
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Plaza, Ste. 3050, Houston, TX 77046, Tel: (713)352-1100

 
SYSTEM ONE HOLDINGS, LLC
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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   Western District of Pennsylvania

THOMAS HOBBS, individually and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated 

SYSTEM ONE HOLDINGS, LLC

SYSTEM ONE HOLDINGS, LLC 
By and through its registered agent: 
National Corporate Research, LTD  
1601 Elm St. Suite 4360,  
Dallas, TX 75201

Michael A. Josephson 
JOSEPHSON DUNLAP LAW FIRM 
11 Greenway Plaza, Suite 3050 
713-352-1100 – Telephone
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Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

’ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

’ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

’ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

’ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

’ Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
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This complaint is part of ClassAction.org's searchable class action lawsuit database and can be found in this 
post: Lawsuit: System One Holdings Needs New System to Pay Employees
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