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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA 

(1) KIMIESHA HILL, ) 
(2) JASON GARNETT, and, ) 
(3) KIARA McCORKLE, on behalf ) 
of themselves and all others similarly  ) 
situated, ) 

) 
Plaintiffs, ) 

) Case No. 
vs. ) Oklahoma County Case No. CJ-2021-67 

) 
(1) TOWN OF VALLEY BROOK, ) 
(2) VALLEY BROOK MUNICIPAL )
COURT, ) 
(3) LEWIS NIEMAN, Mayor of Valley  )
Brook, in his official capacity;  ) 
(4) STEPHEN HAYNES, Municipal ) 
Judge, in his official and individual ) 
capacity; ) 
(5) MICHAEL STAMP, Chief of ) 
Valley Brook Police Department, in ) 
his official capacity; ) 
(6) VALLEY BROOK POLICE ) 
DEPARTMENT, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1367, 1441, 1443 and 1446, Defendants, Town of 

Valley Brook, Valley Brook Municipal Court, Lewis Nieman, Stephen Haynes, Michael 

Stamp and the Valley Brook Police Department (collectively, the “Defendants”), with full 

reservation of all defenses, hereby remove this action titled Kimiesha Hill, et al. v. Town 

of Valley Brook, et al., filed in the District Court in and for Oklahoma County, State of 

CIV-21-97-PRW

Case 5:21-cv-00097-PRW   Document 1   Filed 02/09/21   Page 1 of 6



 

2 
 

OK 576966.1  

Oklahoma, Case No. CJ-2021-67 (the “State Court Action”) to the United States District 

Court for the Western District of Oklahoma on the following grounds:  

 1. Plaintiffs filed the State Court Action on January 7, 2021. An Amended  

Petition was filed on January 19, 2021. Defendants Stephen Haynes and Lewis Nieman 

were served on January 20, 2021. Defendants Michael Stamp, Town of Valley Brook, 

Valley Brook Municipal Court, and Valley Brook Police Department were served on 

January 21, 2021.  

 2.   This Court has jurisdiction over this removed action pursuant to 28 U.S.C.  

§§ 1332, 1367, 1441 (a), 1443. and 42 U.S.C. § 1983.  

3.  Plaintiffs allege the following: 

 Count I – Imprisonment or Threat of Imprisonment for Failure 
to Pay a Fine in Violation of the Due Process and Equal 
Protection Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution and 42 U.S.C. § 1983; 
 

 Count II – Failure to Provide an Opportunity to be Heard Prior 
to Arrest, Detention, or Other Punitive Action in Violation of 
the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution and 42 U.S.C. § 1983; 

 
 Count III – Denial of Due Process in Violation of Article 2, 

Section 7 of the Oklahoma Constitution;  
 

 Count IV – Jailing Plaintiffs Indefinitely without a Judicial 
Hearing in Violation of the Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution and 
42 U.S.C. § 1983;  

 
 Count V – Excessive Fines in Violation of the Eighth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution and 42 U.S.C. § 
1983; 
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 Count VI – Imprisoning or Threatening to Imprison Plaintiffs 
for Non-Payment of Debts without Appointing Adequate 
Counsel or Securing a Knowing and Intelligent Waiver of 
Counsel in Violation of the Due Process Clause of the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, the 
Sixth Amendment to the United States Constitution, and 42 
U.S.C. § 1983; and,  

 
 Count VII – Unreasonable Searches in Violation of the Fourth 

and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution 
and 42 U.S.C. § 1983. 

 
All claims, except for Count III, allege violations of federal law and the United States 

Constitution.  Counts I, II, IV, V, VI and VII all arise under federal law and could have 

been originally filed in this Court pursuant to 28 USC § 1332. See Exhibit 5, Amended 

Class Action Complaint.  

4.   This Court also has supplemental jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1367  

over Plaintiffs’ state law claim because it is so related to the other claims Plaintiffs allege 

and form part of the same case or controversy.  

5.  Indeed, all of the claims Plaintiffs seek to allege arise from the same 

purported conduct and purported actions and as such, this Court has subject matter 

jurisdiction over the entirety of the action and all of the claims asserted in the State Court 

Action.  

6.   Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(d), written notice of the filing of the Notice of  

Removal will be promptly served on all parties, and a copy will be promptly filed with the 

District Court in and for Oklahoma County, State of Oklahoma. A copy of the Notice of 

Filing Notice of Removal is attached hereto as Exhibit 17. 
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7. All Defendants who have been served in this action have consented to and 

join in this removal.   

8.   Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b), the Notice of Removal is timely filed within 

thirty (30) days of service on Defendants.  

9. As required by 28 U.S.C. § 1446 (a) and Local Rule 81.2, Defendants have 

attached copies of all state court proceedings and pleadings to this Notice of Removal along 

with a copy of the docket from the State Court Action. Copies of all process, pleadings, 

and orders received for this matter are attached hereto as Exhibits 1 - 16.  

10.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a), venue in this district is proper because 

Plaintiffs filed the State Court Action in a court sitting within the United States District 

Court for the Western District of Oklahoma.  

11.   Nothing in this Notice shall be interpreted as a waiver or relinquishment of  

Defendants’ right to assert any defense or affirmative matter, including without limitation 

a motion to dismiss pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12.  

 WHEREFORE this Court has jurisdiction over this matter, and Defendants hereby 

remove the action from the District Court in and for Oklahoma County, State of Oklahoma 

to the United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma.   

Respectfully submitted, 
 

      s/Courtney D. Powell   
Andrew W. Lester, OBA No. 5388 
Shannon F. Davies, OBA No. 13565 
Courtney D. Powell, OBA No. 19444 
Anthony J. Ferate, OBA No. 21171 

      Spencer Fane LLP 
      9400 N. Broadway Extension, Suite 600 
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      Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73114-7423 
      Telephone: (405) 844-9900 
      Facsimile: (405) 844-9958 
      alester@spencerfane.com 

sdavies@spencerfane.com 
cpowell@spencerfane.com 
ajferate@spencerfane.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
             

I hereby certify that I electronically filed the foregoing Notice of Removal with the 
Clerk of the Court by using the ECF system on this Monday, February 08, 2021.  I also 
certify that the foregoing document is being served this day on all counsel of record 
identified on this Service List in the manner specified, either via transmission of Notices 
of Electronic Filing generated by ECF or via U.S. Mail for those counsel or parties who 
are not authorized to receive Notices of Electronic filing electronically. 
 
Service List 
Woodrow K. Glass 
WARD & GLASS, LLP 
1601 36TH Ave NW 
Norman, OK  73072 
woody@wardglasslaw.com 

 
Arthur Ago 
Tianna Mays 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
1500 K Street NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC  20005 
aago@lawyerscommittee.org 
tmays@lawyerscommittee.org 

 
Jason A. Leckerman 
Lisa Swaminathan 
Laura E. Luisi Gavin 
Izabella Babchinetskaya 
Ballard Spahr LLP 
1735 Market St. 51st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19103 
leckermanj@ballardspahr.com 
swaminathanl@ballardspahr.com 
gavinl@ballardspahr.com 
babchinetskayal@ballardspahr.com 
 
 
 
      s/Courtney Powell    
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