
 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
 

 
Plaintiff Andrew Guarino (“Plaintiff”) alleges upon personal knowledge as to himself and 

his own actions, and upon information and belief, including the investigation of counsel as follows:  

I. NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This action arises out of the recent cyber attack and data breach at Lakeview Loan 

Servicing, LLC (“Defendant” or “LLS”) that targeted the information of consumers who utilized 

LLS for residential mortgage services (the “Data Breach”).  

2. The Data Breach resulted in unauthorized access to the sensitive data of consumers 

that used LLS’s services. Because of the Data Breach, 2,537,261 Class Members’ suffered 

ascertainable losses inclusive of out-of-pocket expenses and the value of their time incurred to 

remedy or mitigate the effects of the attack and the present and substantial risk of imminent harm 

caused by the compromise of their sensitive personal information, including their name, address, 

loan number, and social security number (and, for some, information connected with a loan 

application, a loan modification, or other items involving their loan’s servicing (hereinafter, the 

“Personally Identifiable Information” or “PII”). 

ANDREW GUARINO, individually and on behalf of 
themselves and all others similarly situated,  
 

Plaintiff,  

             v. 
 
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC, 
 

Defendant. 

 

Case No. __________________ 
 

CLASS ACTION COMPLAINT 
       
       
      DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
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3. To compound matters, LLS’s Data Breach occurred from October 27, 2021 through 

December 7, 2021 and LLS did not ascertain what information was accessed until January 31, 

2022.  

4. Then LLS sat on the information for over a month – failing to disseminate data 

breach consumer notifications until March 18, 2022. When a data set that is inclusive of the 

aforementioned PII is breached, every moment is precious to ensure that that data is not then 

weaponized against the rightful owner of that data through identity theft. Sitting on this 

information allowed LLS to dodge responsibility and inevitably worsened the Data Breach 

victims’ chances at weathering the storm that LLS created.  

5. As a result of the Data Breach, Plaintiff and Class Members have been harmed – 

they have been exposed to a heightened and imminent risk of fraud and identity theft. Plaintiff and 

Class Members must now and forever closely monitor their financial accounts to guard against 

identity theft.  

6. Plaintiff and Class Members may also incur out-of-pocket costs, for example, 

through having to purchase credit monitoring systems, credit freezes, or other protective measures 

to deter and detect identity theft. Plaintiff seeks to remedy those harms on behalf of himself and 

all similarly situated persons whose PII was accessed unlawfully during the Data Breach. Plaintiff 

seeks remedies including, but not limited to, compensatory damages, reimbursement for out-of-

pocket costs, and injunctive relief including improvements to Defendant’s data security systems 

and protocols, future annual audits, and adequate credit monitoring services funded by the 

Defendant.  
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7. As such, Plaintiff brings this Action against Defendant seeking redress for its 

unlawful conduct, asserting claims for: (i) negligence, (ii) breach of implied contract, and (iii) 

breach of fiduciary duty. 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. This Court has original jurisdiction under the Class Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1332(d)(2), because this is a class action involving more than 100 Class Members and because 

the amount in controversy exceeds $5,000,000, exclusive of interest and costs. Moreover, Plaintiff, 

numerous other Class Members, and Defendants are citizens of different states – namely, the 

Plaintiff is domiciled in Massachusetts whereas the Defendant is located in Florida.  

9. The Court has general personal jurisdiction over Defendant because, personally or 

through its agents, Defendant operated, conducted, engaged in, or carried on a business or business 

venture in Florida; had offices in Florida; committed tortious acts in Florida; and/or breached a 

contract in Florida by failing to perform acts required by the contract to be performed in Florida. 

Defendant is organized under the laws of Florida and headquartered at 4425 Ponce de Leon Blvd, 

Coral Gables, FL 33146, with its principal place of business in Coral Gables, FL.  

10. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(a)(1), 1391(b)(1), 

1391(b)(2), and 1391(c)(2) as a substantial part of the events giving rise to the claims emanated 

from activities within this district, Defendant conducts substantial business in this district, and 

Defendant resides in this district. Further, Defendant is headquartered and does business in and/or 

has offices for the transaction of its customary business in this district.  

III. PARTIES 

11. Plaintiff Andrew Guarino is a citizen of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 

was harmed by the Data Breach alleged herein.  
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12. Defendant Lakeview Loan Servicing is a private residential mortgage loan servicer 

and is a citizen of the State of Florida.  

IV. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

DEFENDANT’S BUSINESS 

13. According to the Defendant, LLS is the fourth largest residential mortgage loan 

servicer in the United States.1 

14. Specifically, LLS offers four services through their website related to residential 

mortgage loan servicing: (1) “get cash out,” meaning trading home equity in order to get access to 

cash; (2) lowering payments through interest rate reductions; (3) offering residential mortgages to 

prospective homebuyers; and (4) servicing loans for residential mortgages.2 

15. According to LLS’s Privacy Policy, “[t]he types of personal information [LLS] 

collect[s] and share[s] depend[s] on the product or service [the consumer] has with [LLS.] That 

information include[s]:  

a. Social security number and income; 

b. Account balances and payment history; and, 

c. Credit history and credit scores.”3 

16. Additionally, the Privacy Policy states: “[t]o protect your personal information 

from unauthorized access and use, we use security measures that comply with federal law. These 

measures include computer safeguards and secured files and buildings.”4 

 
1 https://lakeview.com, (last accessed Mar. 31, 2022). 
2 Id.  
3 https://lakeview.com/privacy-policy/, (last accessed Mar. 31, 2022).  
4 Id.  
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17. By obtaining, collecting, using and deriving benefits from Plaintiff’s and Class 

Members’ PII, Defendant assumed legal and equitable duties and knew or should have known that 

it was responsible for protecting said PII from unauthorized disclosure.  

18. Plaintiff and Class Members have taken reasonable steps to maintain the 

confidentiality of their PII. 

THE DATA BREACH 

19. To define data breaches: “a data breach exposes confidential, sensitive, or protected 

information to an unauthorized person. The files in a data breach are viewed and/or shared without 

permission.”5 

20. In December 2021, LLS experienced a security incident involving unauthorized 

access to its file servers.   

21. Defendant LLS launched an investigation and determined that an unauthorized 

individual obtained access to files on its storage servers from October 27, 2021 to December 7, 

2021. 

22. On January 31, 2022, Defendant finally ascertained what information was accessed 

in the Breach.  

23. However, LLS then sat on the information for over a month – failing to disseminate 

data breach consumer notifications until March 18, 2022.  

24. The Data Breach resulted in unauthorized access to the sensitive data of 

approximately 2.3 million consumers.   

25. The sensitive PII stolen in the Data Breach included Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ 

names, addresses, loan numbers, and Social Security numbers. 

 
5 “How Data Breaches Happen,” KASPERSKY, at https://www.kaspersky.com/resource-center/definitions/data-
breach (last accessed Mar. 15, 2022).  
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26. The Personally Identifiable Information contained in the files accessed in the Data 

Breach was not encrypted.  

27. Plaintiff and Class Members provided their Personally Identifiable Information to 

Defendant with the reasonable expectation and the mutual understanding that Defendant would 

comply with its obligations to keep such information confidential and secure from unauthorized 

access. Defendant’s data security obligations were particularly important given the substantial 

increase in data breaches preceding the date of the breach.  

28. Therefore, the increase in such attacks, and the attendant risk of future attacks was 

widely known to the public and to anyone in the Defendant’s industry, including the Defendant 

itself.  

Securing PII and Preventing Breaches 

29. LLS could have prevented this Data Breach by properly encrypting or otherwise 

protecting their equipment and computer files containing PII. 

30. In its notice letters, LLS acknowledged the sensitive and confidential nature of the 

PII. To be sure, collection, maintaining, and protecting PII is vital to virtually all of LLS’s business 

purposes as a financial services firm. LLS acknowledged through its conduct and statements that 

the misuse or inadvertent disclosure of PII can pose major privacy and financial risks to impacted 

individuals, and that under state law they may not disclose and must take reasonable steps to 

protect PII from improper release or disclosure. 
 

The Data Breach was a Foreseeable Risk of which Defendant was on Notice 

31. It is well known that PII, including Social Security numbers and financial account 

information in particular, is an invaluable commodity and a frequent target of hackers. 

32. In 2019, a record 1,473 data breaches occurred, resulting in approximately 

164,683,455 sensitive records being exposed, a 17% increase from 2018.6 

 
6 https://www.idtheftcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/01.28.2020_ITRC_2019-End-of-Year-Data-
Breach-Report_FINAL_Highres-Appendix.pdf (last accessed December 10, 2021) 
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33. Of the 1,473 recorded data breaches, 108 of them were in the 

banking/credit/financial industry, with the number of sensitive records being exposed exceeding 

100 million. In fact, over 62% of the 164 million sensitive records exposed in data breaches in 

2019 were exposed in those 108 breaches in the banking/credit/financial sector.7  

34. The 108 reported financial sector data breaches reported in 2019 exposed 

100,621,770 sensitive records, compared to 2018 in which only 1,778,658 sensitive records were 

exposed in financial sector breaches.8  

35. Individuals place a high value not only on their PII, but also on the privacy of that 

data. For the individual, identity theft causes “significant negative financial impact on victims” as 

well as severe distress and other strong emotions and physical reactions. 

36. Individuals are particularly concerned with protecting the privacy of their financial 

account information and social security numbers, which are the “secret sauce” that is “as good as 

your DNA to hackers.” There are long-term consequences to data breach victims whose social 

security numbers are taken and used by hackers. Even if they know their social security numbers 

have been accessed, Plaintiff and Class Members cannot obtain new numbers unless they become 

a victim of Social Security number misuse. Even then, the Social Security Administration has 

warned that “a new number probably won’t solve all [] problems … and won’t guarantee … a 

fresh start.” 

37. In light of recent high profile data breaches at other industry leading companies, 

including, Microsoft (250 million records, December 2019), Wattpad (268 million records, June 

2020), Facebook (267 million users, April 2020), Estee Lauder (440 million records, January 

2020), Whisper (900 million records, March 2020), and Advanced Info Service (8.3 billion 

records, May 2020), LLS knew or should have known that its electronic records would be targeted 

by cybercriminals. 

 
7 Id. 
8 Id at p. 15. 
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38. Indeed, cyberattacks have become so notorious that the FBI and U.S. Secret Service 

have issued a warning to potential targets so they are aware of and take appropriate measures to 

prepare for and are able to thwart such an attack.  

39. Despite the prevalence of public announcements of data breach and data security 

compromises, and despite its own acknowledgments of data security compromises, and despite 

their own acknowledgment of its duties to keep PII private and secure, LLS failed to take 

appropriate steps to protect the PII of Plaintiffs and the proposed Class from being compromised. 
 

At All Relevant Times LLS Had a Duty to Plaintiff and Class Members to Properly 
Secure their Private Information 

 

40. At all relevant times, LLS had a duty to Plaintiff and Class Members to properly 

secure their PII, encrypt and maintain such information using industry standard methods, train its 

employees, utilize available technology to defend its systems from invasion, act reasonably to 

prevent foreseeable harm to Plaintiff and Class Members, and to promptly notify Plaintiff and 

Class Members when LLS became aware that their PII may have been compromised. 

41. LLS’s duty to use reasonable security measures arose as a result of the special 

relationship that existed between LLS, on the one hand, and Plaintiff and the Class Members, on 

the other hand. The special relationship arose because Plaintiff and the Members of the Class 

entrusted LLS with their PII when they transacted with Defendant. 

42. LLS had the resources necessary to prevent the Data Breach but neglected to 

adequately invest in security measures, despite its obligation to protect such information. 

Accordingly, LLS breached its common law, statutory, and other duties owed to Plaintiffs and 

Class Members. 

43. Security standards commonly accepted among businesses that store PII using the 

internet include, without limitation: 
a. Maintaining a secure firewall configuration; 

b. Maintaining appropriate design, systems, and controls to limit user access to 
certain information as necessary; 
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c. Monitoring for suspicious or irregular traffic to servers; 

d. Monitoring for suspicious credentials used to access servers; 

e. Monitoring for suspicious or irregular activity by known users; 

f. Monitoring for suspicious or unknown users; 

g. Monitoring for suspicious or irregular server requests; 

h. Monitoring for server requests for PII; 

i. Monitoring for server requests from VPNs; and 

j. Monitoring for server requests from Tor exit nodes. 

44. The Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) defines identity theft as “a fraud 

committed or attempted using the identifying information of another person without authority.”9 

The FTC describes “identifying information” as “any name or number that may be used, alone or 

in conjunction with any other information, to identify a specific person,” including, among other 

things, “[n]ame, Social Security number, date of birth, official State or government issued driver’s 

license or identification number, alien registration number, government passport number, 

employer or taxpayer identification number.”10 

45. The ramifications of LLS’s failure to keep its consumers’ PII secure are long lasting 

and severe. Once PII is stolen, particularly Social Security and driver’s license numbers, fraudulent 

use of that information and damage to victims is likely to continue for years. 
 

The Value of Personally Identifiable Information 

46. The PII of consumers remains of high value to criminals, as evidenced by the prices 

they will pay through the dark web. Numerous sources cite dark web pricing for stolen identity 

credentials. For example, personal information can be sold at a price ranging from $40 to $200, 

and bank details have a price range of $50 to $200.11 According to the Dark Web Price Index for 

 
9 17 C.F.R. § 248.201 (2013).   
10 Id. 
11  Your personal data is for sale on the dark web. Here’s how much it costs, Digital Trends, Oct. 16, 2019, 
available at: https://www.digitaltrends.com/computing/personal-data-sold-on-the-dark-web-how-much-it-
costs/ (last accessed December 10, 2021). 
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2021, payment card details for an account balance up to $1,000 have an average market value of 

$150, credit card details with an account balance up to $5,000 have an average market value of 

$240, stolen online banking logins with a minimum of $100 on the account have an average market 

value of $40, and stolen online banking logins with a minimum of $2,000 on the account have an 

average market value of $120.12 

47. Social Security numbers, for example, are among the worst kind of personal 

information to have stolen because they may be put to a variety of fraudulent uses and are difficult 

for an individual to change. The Social Security Administration stresses that the loss of an 

individual’s Social Security number, as is the case here, can lead to identity theft and extensive 

financial fraud: 
A dishonest person who has your Social Security number can use it to get other 
personal information about you. Identity thieves can use your number and your 
good credit to apply for more credit in your name. Then, they use the credit cards 
and don’t pay the bills, it damages your credit. You may not find out that someone 
is using your number until you’re turned down for credit, or you begin to get calls 
from unknown creditors demanding payment for items you never bought. 
Someone illegally using your Social Security number and assuming your identity 
can cause a lot of problems.13 

48. Furthermore, trying to change or cancel a stolen Social Security number is no minor 

task. An individual cannot obtain a new Social Security number without significant paperwork and 

evidence of actual misuse. In other words, preventive action to defend against the possibility of 

misuse of a Social Security number is not permitted; an individual must show evidence of actual, 

ongoing fraud activity to obtain a new number. 

49. Even then, a new Social Security number may not be effective, as “[t]he credit 

bureaus and banks are able to link the new number very quickly to the old number, so all of that 

old bad information is quickly inherited into the new Social Security number.”14 

 
12 Dark Web Price Index 2021, Zachary Ignoffo, March 8, 2021, available at: 
https://www.privacyaffairs.com/dark-web-price-index-2021/ (last accessed December 10, 2021). 
13 Social Security Administration, Identity Theft and Your Social Security Number, available at: 
https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10064.pdf (last accessed December 10, 2021). 
14  Brian Naylor, Victims of Social Security Number Theft Find It’s Hard to Bounce Back, NPR (Feb. 9, 
2015), http://www.npr.org/2015/02/09/384875839/data-stolen-by-anthem-s-hackers-has-millions-worrying-
about-identity-theft (last accessed December 10, 2021). 
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50. This data, as one would expect, demands a much higher price on the black market. 

Martin Walter, senior director at cybersecurity firm RedSeal, explained, “[c]ompared to credit card 

information, personally identifiable information and Social Security Numbers are worth more than 

10x on the black market.”15 

51. PII can be used to distinguish, identify, or trace an individual’s identity, such as 

their name and Social Security number. This can be accomplished alone, or in combination with 

other personal or identifying information that is connected or linked to an individual, such as their 

birthdate, birthplace, and mother’s maiden name.16 

52. Given the nature of LLS’s Data Breach, as well as the length of the time LLS’s 

systems were breached and the long delay in notification to Class Members, it is foreseeable that 

the compromised PII has been or will be used by hackers and cybercriminals in a variety of 

devastating ways. Indeed, the cybercriminals who possess Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ PII can 

easily obtain Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ tax returns or open fraudulent credit card accounts in 

Class Members’ names. 

53. Based on the foregoing, the information compromised in the Data Breach is 

significantly more valuable than the loss of, for example, credit card information in a retailer data 

breach, because credit card victims can cancel or close credit and debit card accounts.17 The 

information compromised in this Data Breach is impossible to “close” and difficult, if not 

impossible, to change (such as Social Security numbers). 

54. To date, LLS has offered its consumers only two years of identity monitoring 

services. The offered services are inadequate to protect Plaintiff and Class Members from the 

threats they face for years to come, particularly in light of the PII at issue here. 

55. The injuries to Plaintiff and Class Members were directly and proximately caused 
 

15  Tim Greene, Anthem Hack: Personal Data Stolen Sells for 10x Price of Stolen Credit Card Numbers, 
Computer World (Feb. 6, 2015), http://www.itworld.com/article/2880960/anthem-hack-personal-data-stolen-
sells-for-10x-price-of-stolen-credit-card-numbers.html (last accessed December 10, 2021). 
16 See OFFICE OF MGMT. & BUDGET, OMB MEMORANDUM M-07-16 n. 1. 
17 See Jesse Damiani, Your Social Security Number Costs $4 On The Dark Web, New Report Finds, Forbes, Mar 
25, 2020, available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/jessedamiani/2020/03/25/your-social-security-number-
costs-4-on-the-dark-web-new-report-finds/?sh=6a44b6d513f1 (last accessed December 10, 2021).  
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by LLS’s failure to implement or maintain adequate data security measures for its current and 

former customers. 
 

Defendant Fails to Comply with FTC Guidelines 

56. The Federal Trade Commission (“FTC”) has promulgated numerous guides for 

businesses which highlight the importance of implementing reasonable data security practices. 

According to the FTC, the need for data security should be factored into all business decision- 

making. 

57. In 2016, the FTC updated its publication, Protecting Personal Information: A 

Guide for Business, which established cyber-security guidelines for businesses. The guidelines 

note that businesses should protect the personal patient information that they keep; properly 

dispose of personal information that is no longer needed; encrypt information stored on computer 

networks; understand their network’s vulnerabilities; and implement policies to correct any 

security problems.18 The guidelines also recommend that businesses use an intrusion detection 

system to expose a breach as soon as it occurs; monitor all incoming traffic for activity indicating 

someone is attempting to hack the system; watch for large amounts of data being transmitted from 

the system; and have a response plan ready in the event of a breach.19 

58. The FTC further recommends that companies not maintain PII longer than is 

needed for authorization of a transaction; limit access to sensitive data; require complex passwords 

to be used on networks; use industry-tested methods for security; monitor for suspicious activity 

 
18 Protecting Personal Information: A Guide for Business, Federal Trade Commission (2016). Available at 
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/plain-language/pdf-0136_proteting-personal-information.pdf (last 
visited Mar. 15, 2022). 
19 Id.  
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on the network; and verify that third-party service providers have implemented reasonable security 

measures. 

59. The FTC has brought enforcement actions against businesses for failing to 

adequately and reasonably protect consumer data, treating the failure to employ reasonable and 

appropriate measures to protect against unauthorized access to confidential consumer data as an 

unfair act or practice prohibited by Section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act (“FTCA”), 15 

U.S.C. § 45. 

60. Defendant failed to properly implement basic data security practices. 

61. Defendant’s failure to employ reasonable and appropriate measures to protect 

against unauthorized access to consumers’ Personally Identifiable Information constitutes an unfair 

act or practice prohibited by Section 5 of the FTC Act, 15 U.S.C. § 45. 

62. Defendant was at all times fully aware of its obligation to protect the Personally 

Identifiable Information of its subjects. Defendant was also aware of the significant repercussions 

that would result from its failure to do so. 

63. Several best practices have been identified that at a minimum should be 

implemented by companies like Defendant, including but not limited to: educating all employees; 

strong passwords; multi-layer security, including firewalls, anti-virus, and anti- malware software; 

encryption, making data unreadable without a key; multi-factor authentication; backup data; and 

limiting which employees can access sensitive data. 

64. Other best cybersecurity practices that are standard in the Defendant’s industry 

include installing appropriate malware detection software; monitoring and limiting the network 

ports; protecting web browsers and email management systems; setting up network systems such 
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as firewalls, switches and routers; monitoring and protection of physical security systems; 

protection against any possible communication system; and training staff regarding critical points. 

65. Defendant failed to meet the minimum standards of any of the following 

frameworks: the NIST Cybersecurity Framework Version 1.1 (including without limitation 

PR.AC-1, PR.AC-3, PR.AC-4, PR.AC-5, PR.AC-6, PR.AC-7, PR.AT-1, PR.DS-1, PR.DS-5, 

PR.PT-1, PR.PT-3, DE.CM-1, DE.CM-4, DE.CM-7, DE.CM-8, and RS.CO-2), and the Center for 

Internet Security’s Critical Security Controls (CIS CSC), which are all established standards in 

reasonable cybersecurity readiness. 

66. These foregoing frameworks are existing and applicable industry standards in 

Defendant’s industry, and Defendant failed to comply with these accepted standards, thereby 

opening the door to and causing the Data Breach. 

Defendant’s Breach 

67. Defendant breached its obligations to Plaintiff and Class Members and/or was 

otherwise negligent and reckless because it failed to properly maintain and safeguard its computer 

systems and data. Defendant’s unlawful conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following acts 

and/or omissions: 

a. Failing to maintain an adequate data security system to reduce the risk of data breaches; 

b. Failing to adequately protect consumers’ PII; 

c. Failing to properly monitor its own data security systems for existing intrusions; 

d. Failing to train its employees in the proper handling of data breaches, the protection of 

PII, and the maintenance of adequate email security practices; 

e. Failing to comply with the FTC guidelines for cybersecurity, in violation of Section 5 

of the FTC Act; and, 
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f. Failing to adhere to industry standards for cybersecurity.  

68. Defendant negligently and unlawfully failed to safeguard Plaintiff’s and Class 

Members’ PII by allowing cyberthieves to access LLS’s IT systems which contained unsecured 

and unencrypted PII. 

69. Accordingly, as outlined below, Plaintiff and Class Members now face an increased 

risk of fraud and identity theft. In addition, Plaintiff and Class Members also lost the benefit of the 

bargain they made with Defendant. 

Harm to Consumers 

70. PII is such a valuable commodity to identity thieves that once the information has 

been compromised, criminals often trade the information on the “cyber black- market” for years. 

71. There is a strong probability that entire batches of stolen information have been 

dumped on the black market and are yet to be dumped on the black market, meaning Plaintiff and 

Class Members are at an increased risk of fraud and identity theft for many years into the future. 

72. Thus, Plaintiff and Class Members must vigilantly monitor their financial 

accounts for many years to come.  

73. For example, the Social Security Administration has warned that identity thieves 

can use an individual’s Social Security number to apply for additional credit lines. Such fraud may 

go undetected until debt collection calls commence months, or even years, later. Stolen Social 

Security Numbers also make it possible for thieves to file fraudulent tax returns, file for 

unemployment benefits, or apply for a job using a false identity. Each of these fraudulent activities 

is difficult to detect. An individual may not know that his or her Social Security Number was used 

to file for unemployment benefits until law enforcement notifies the individual’s employer of the 
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suspected fraud. Fraudulent tax returns are typically discovered only when an individual’s 

authentic tax return is rejected. 

74. Moreover, it is not an easy task to change or cancel a stolen Social Security number. 

75. An individual cannot obtain a new Social Security number without significant 

paperwork and evidence of actual misuse. Even then, a new Social Security number may not be 

effective, as “[t]he credit bureaus and banks are able to link the new number very quickly to the 

old number, so all of that old bad information is quickly inherited into the new Social Security 

number.”20 The fraudulent activity resulting from the Data Breach may not come to light for years. 

76. There may be a time lag between when harm occurs versus when it is discovered, 

and also between when Personally Identifiable Information is stolen and when it is used. 

77. At all relevant times, Defendant knew, or reasonably should have known, of the 

importance of safeguarding the PII of Plaintiff and Class Members, including Social Security 

numbers, driver’s license numbers, and financial account information, and of the foreseeable 

consequences that would occur if Defendant’s data security system and network was breached, 

including, specifically, the significant costs that would be imposed on Plaintiff and Class Members 

as a result of a breach. 

78. Defendant knew or should have known about these dangers and strengthened its 

data, IT, and email handling systems accordingly. Defendant was put on notice of the substantial 

and foreseeable risk of harm from a data breach, yet it failed to properly prepare for that risk. 

 
20 Brian Naylor, “Victims of Social Security Number Theft Find It’s Hard to Bounce Back,” NPR (Feb. 9, 2015), 
http://www.npr.org/2015/02/09/384875839/data-stolen-by-anthem-s-hackers-has-millions-worrying-about- 
identity-theft. 
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Harm to Plaintiff 

79. Prior to the Data Breach, Mr. Guarino provided his PII to LLS for purposes of 

obtaining a mortgage.   

80. In March of 2022, Plaintiff received Notice of Data Breach Letter from LLS 

informing him that his full name and social security number were stolen by cyberthieves in the 

Data Breach.  As a result of the Data Breach, LLS directed Plaintiff to take certain steps to protect 

his PII and otherwise mitigate damages.   

81. As a result of the Data Breach and the directives that he received in the Notice 

Letter, Plaintiff spends approximately several hours per week dealing with the consequences of 

the Data Breach, including, for example, self-monitoring his bank and credit accounts, as well 

spending time to verify the legitimacy of the Notice of Data Breach, communicating with his bank, 

and exploring credit monitoring and identity theft insurance options. This time has been lost 

forever and cannot be recaptured. 

82. Plaintiff is very careful about sharing his own PII and has never knowingly 

transmitted unencrypted PII over the internet or any other unsecured source. 

83. Plaintiff stores any and all documents containing PII in a secure location, and 

destroys any documents he receives in the mail that contain any PII or that may contain any 

information that could otherwise be used to compromise her identity and financial accounts. 

Moreover, he diligently chooses unique usernames and passwords for her various online accounts. 

84. Plaintiff suffered actual injury and damages due to LLS’s mismanagement of his 

PII before the Data Breach.  
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85. Plaintiff suffered actual injury in the form of damages and diminution in the value 

of his PII—a form of intangible property that he entrusted to LLS for the purpose of providing him 

mortgage services, which was compromised in and as a result of the Data Breach. 

86. Plaintiff suffered lost time, annoyance, interference, and inconvenience as a result 

of the Data Breach, and he has suffered anxiety and increased concerns for the theft of his privacy 

since he received the Notice Letter. He is especially concerned about the theft of his full name 

paired with his Social Security number. 

87. Plaintiff has suffered imminent and impending injury arising from the substantially 

increased risk of fraud, identity theft, and misuse resulting from his stolen PII, especially his Social 

Security number, being placed in the hands of unauthorized third-parties and possibly criminals. 

88. Plaintiff has a continuing interest in ensuring that his PII, which, upon information 

and belief, remains backed up in LLS’s possession, is protected and safeguarded from future 

breaches. 

V. CLASS ALLEGATIONS 

89. Plaintiff brings this Action on behalf of herself and on behalf of all other persons 

similarly situated (the “Class”). Plaintiff proposes the following Class definition, subject to 

amendment as appropriate: 

All persons who utilized LLS’s services, whose Personally Identifiable Information 
was maintained on LLS’s system that was compromised in the Data Breach, and 
who were sent a notice of the Data Breach (the “Class Definition”).  
 
90. Excluded from the Class are Defendant’s officers, directors, and employees; any 

entity in which Defendant has a controlling interest; and the affiliates, legal representatives, 

attorneys, successors, heirs, and assigns of Defendant. Also excluded from the Class are members 

of the judiciary to whom this case is assigned, their families and Members of their staff. 
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91. Numerosity. The Members of the Class are so numerous that joinder of all of them 

is impracticable. While the exact number of Class Members is unknown to Plaintiff at this time, 

based on information and belief, the Class consists of over 2,300,000 individuals whose sensitive 

data was compromised in the Data Breach. 

92. Commonality. There are questions of law and fact common to the Class, which 

predominate over any questions affecting only individual Class Members. These common 

questions of law and fact include, without limitation: 

a. Whether the Defendant unlawfully used, maintained, lost, or disclosed Plaintiff’s 

and Class Members’ Personally Identifiable Information; 

b. Whether Defendant failed to implement and maintain reasonable security 

procedures and practices appropriate to the nature and scope of the information 

compromised in the Data Breach; 

c. Whether Defendant’s data security systems prior to, during, and after the Data 

Breach complied with the applicable data security laws and regulations; 

d. Whether Defendant’s data security systems prior to and during the Data Breach 

were consistent with industry standards, as applicable;  

e. Whether Defendant owed a duty to Class Members to safeguard their Personally 

Identifiable Information; 

f. Whether Defendant breached a duty to Class Members to safeguard their Personally 

Identifiable Information; 

g. Whether computer hackers obtained Class Members Personally Identifiable 

Information in the Data Breach;  
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h. Whether the Defendant knew or should have known that its data security systems 

and monitoring processes were deficient; 

i. Whether the Plaintiff and Class Members suffered legally cognizable injuries as a 

result of the Defendant’s misconduct; 

j. Whether Defendant’s conduct was negligent; 

k. Whether Defendant was unjustly enriched by unlawfully retaining a benefit 

conferred upon them by Plaintiff and Class Members; 

l. Whether Defendant failed to provide notice of the Data Breach in a timely manner; 

m. Whether Plaintiff and Class Members are entitled to damages, civil penalties, 

and/or injunctive relief; 

93. Typicality. Plaintiff’s claims are typical of those of other Class Members because 

Plaintiff’s information, like that of every other Class Member, was compromised in the Data 

Breach. 

94. Adequacy of Representation. Plaintiff will fairly and adequately represent and 

protect the interests of the Members of the Class. Plaintiff’s Counsel are competent and 

experienced in litigating Class actions. 

95. Predominance. Defendant has engaged in a common course of conduct toward 

Plaintiff and Class Members, in that all of Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ data was stored on the 

same computer system and unlawfully accessed in the same way. The common issues arising from 

Defendant’s conduct affecting Class Members set out above predominate over any individualized 

issues. Adjudication of these common issues in a single action has important and desirable 

advantages of judicial economy. 
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96. Superiority. A Class action is superior to other available methods for the fair and 

efficient adjudication of the controversy. Class treatment of common questions of law and fact is 

superior to multiple individual actions or piecemeal litigation. Absent a Class action, most Class 

Members would likely find that the cost of litigating their individual claims is prohibitively high 

and would therefore have no effective remedy. The prosecution of separate actions by individual 

Class Members would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to 

individual Class Members, which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for 

Defendant. In contrast, the conduct of this action as a Class action presents far fewer management 

difficulties, conserves judicial resources and the parties’ resources, and protects the rights of each 

Class Member. 

97. Defendant has acted on grounds that apply generally to the Class as a whole, so that 

Class certification, injunctive relief, and corresponding declaratory relief are appropriate on a 

Class-wide basis. 

VI. CAUSES OF ACTION 

COUNT I 

NEGLIGENCE 

98. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporates by reference herein all of the allegations 

contained in preceding paragraphs.  

99. As a condition of receiving their mortgages from partners of Defendant, 

Defendant’s current and former customers were obligated to provide and entrust Defendant with 

certain PII, including their name, birthdate, address, loan number, Social Security number, and 

information provided in connection with a loan application, loan modification, or other items 

regarding loan servicing.  
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100. Plaintiff and the Class entrusted their PII to Defendant on the premise and with the 

understanding that Defendant would safeguard their information, use their PII for business 

purposes only, and/or not disclose their PII to unauthorized third parties.  

101. Defendant has full knowledge of the sensitivity of the PII and the types of harm 

that Plaintiff and the Class could and would suffer if the PII were wrongfully disclosed or obtained 

by unauthorized parties.  

102. Defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the failure to exercise due 

care in the collecting, storing, and using of its current and former customers’ PII involved an 

unreasonable risk of harm to Plaintiff and the Class, including harm that foreseeably could occur 

through the criminal acts of a third party.  

103. Defendant had a duty to exercise reasonable care in safeguarding, securing, and 

protecting such information from being compromised, lost, stolen, misused, and/or disclosed to 

unauthorized parties. This duty includes, among other things, designing, maintaining, and testing 

Defendant’s security protocols to ensure that Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ information in 

Defendant’s possession was adequately secured and protected. 

104. Defendant also had a duty to exercise appropriate clearinghouse practices to remove 

former customers’ PII it was no longer required to retain pursuant to regulations. 

105. Defendant had a duty to have procedures in place to detect and prevent the improper 

access and misuse of Plaintiff and the Class’s PII, and to employ proper procedures to prevent the 

unauthorized dissemination of the PII of Plaintiff and the Class. 

106. Defendant’s duty to use reasonable security measures arose as a result of the special 

relationship that existed between Defendant and Plaintiff and the Class. That special relationship 
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arose because Plaintiff and the Class entrusted Defendant with their confidential PII, a mandatory 

step in obtaining services from Defendant.  

107. Defendant were subject to an “independent duty,” untethered to any contract 

between Defendant and Plaintiff and the Class, to maintain adequate data security.  

108. A breach of security, unauthorized access, and resulting injury to Plaintiff and the 

Class was reasonably foreseeable, particularly in light of Defendant’s inadequate security 

practices.  

109. Plaintiff and the Class were the foreseeable and probable victims of any inadequate 

security practices and procedures. Defendant knew or should have known of the inherent risks in 

collecting and storing the PII of Plaintiff and the Class, the critical importance of adequately 

safeguarding that PII, and the necessity of encrypting PII stored on Defendant’s systems.  

110. Defendant’s own conduct created a foreseeable risk of harm to Plaintiff and the 

Class. Defendant’s wrongful conduct included, but was not limited to, its failure to take the steps 

and opportunities to prevent the Data Breach as set forth herein. Defendant’s misconduct also 

included its decision not to comply with industry standards for the safekeeping of Plaintiff’s and 

the Class’s PII, including basic encryption techniques available to Defendant. 

111. Plaintiff and the Class had no ability to protect their PII that was in, and remains in, 

Defendant’s possession. 

112. Defendant was in a position to effectively protect against the harm suffered by 

Plaintiff and the Class as a result of the Data Breach. 

113. Defendant had and continues to have a duty to adequately disclose that the PII of 

Plaintiff and the Class within Defendant’s possession was compromised, how it was compromised, 

and precisely the types of data that were compromised and when. Such notice was necessary to 
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allow Plaintiff and the Class to take steps to prevent, mitigate, and repair any identity theft and the 

fraudulent use of their PII by third parties.  

114. Defendant has admitted that the PII of Plaintiff and the Class was wrongfully 

accessed by unauthorized third persons as a result of the Data Breach.  

115. Defendant, through its actions and inaction, unlawfully breached its duties to 

Plaintiff and the Class by failing to implement industry protocols and exercise reasonable care in 

protecting and safeguarding the PII of Plaintiff and the Class when the PII was within Defendant’s 

possession or control.  

116. Defendant improperly and inadequately safeguarded the PII of Plaintiff and the 

Class in deviation of standard industry rules, regulations, and practices at the time of the Data 

Breach.  

117. Defendant failed to heed industry warnings and alerts to provide adequate 

safeguards to protect its current and former customers’ PII in the face of increased risk of theft.  

118. Defendant, through its actions and/or omissions, unlawfully breached its duty to 

Plaintiff and the Class by failing to have appropriate procedures in place to detect and prevent 

dissemination of its current and former customers’ PII. 

119. Defendant breached its duty to exercise appropriate clearinghouse practices by 

failing to remove former customers’ PII it was no longer required to retain pursuant to regulations.  

120. Defendant, through its actions and/or omissions, unlawfully breached its duty to 

adequately and timely disclose to Plaintiff and the Class the existence and scope of the Data 

Breach. 

121. But for Defendant’s wrongful and negligent breach of duties owed to Plaintiff and 

the Class, the PII of Plaintiff and the Class would not have been compromised. 
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122. There is a close causal connection between (a) Defendant’s failure to implement 

security measures to protect the PII of Plaintiff and the Class and (b) the harm or risk of imminent 

harm suffered by Plaintiff and the Class. Plaintiff and the Class’ PII was accessed and exfiltrated 

as the direct and proximate result of Defendant’s failure to exercise reasonable care in safeguarding 

such PII by adopting, implementing, and maintaining appropriate security measures. 

123. Additionally, Section 5 of the FTC Act prohibits “unfair . . . practices in or affecting 

commerce,” including, as interpreted and enforced by the FTC, the unfair act or practice of 

businesses, such as Defendant, of failing to implement reasonable measures to protect PII. The 

FTC Act and related authorities form part of the basis of Defendant’s duty in this regard. 

124. Defendant violated Section 5 of the FTC Act by failing to use reasonable measures 

to protect PII and not complying with applicable industry standards, as described in detail herein. 

Defendant’s conduct was particularly unreasonable given the nature and amount of PII it obtained 

and stored and the foreseeable consequences of the damages that would result to Plaintiff and the 

Class. 

125. Defendant’s violation of Section 5 of the FTC Act constitutes negligence per se.  

126. Plaintiff and the Class are within the class of persons that the FTC Act was intended 

to protect.  

127. The harm that occurred as a result of the Data Breach is the type of harm the FTC 

Act was intended to guard against. The FTC has pursued enforcement actions against businesses, 

which, as a result of their failure to employ reasonable data security measures and avoid unfair and 

deceptive practices, caused the same harm as that suffered by Plaintiff and the Class.  

128. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence and negligence per se, 

Plaintiff and the Class have suffered and will suffer injury, including but not limited to: (i) actual 
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identity theft; (ii) the loss of the opportunity of how their PII is used; (iii) the compromise, 

publication, and/or theft of their PII; (iv) out-of-pocket expenses associated with the prevention, 

detection, and recovery from identity theft, tax fraud, and/or unauthorized use of their PII; (v) lost 

opportunity costs associated with effort expended and the loss of productivity addressing and 

attempting to mitigate the present and future consequences of the Data Breach, including but not 

limited to efforts spent researching how to prevent, detect, contest, and recover from tax fraud and 

other identity theft; (vi) costs associated with placing freezes on credit reports; (vii) the continued 

risk to their PII, which remains in Defendant’s possession and is subject to further unauthorized 

disclosures so long as Defendant fails to undertake appropriate and adequate measures to protect 

the current and former customers’ PII in its continued possession; and (viii) present and future 

costs in the form of time, effort, and money that will be expended to prevent, detect, contest, and 

repair the impact of the compromise of PII as a result of the Data Breach for the remainder of the 

lives of Plaintiff and the Class Members.  

129. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence and negligence per se, 

Plaintiff and the Class have suffered and will continue to suffer other forms of injury and/or harm, 

including, but not limited to, anxiety, emotional distress, loss of privacy, and other economic and 

non-economic losses.  

130. Additionally, as a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence and 

negligence per se, Plaintiff and the Class have suffered and will suffer the continued risks of 

exposure of their PII, which remains in Defendant’s possession and is subject to further 

unauthorized disclosures so long as Defendant fails to undertake appropriate and adequate 

measures to protect the PII in its continued possession.  
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131. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence and negligence per se, 

Plaintiff is now at an increased risk of identity theft or fraud.  

132. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s negligence and negligence per se, 

Plaintiff is entitled to and demand actual, consequential, and nominal damages and injunctive relief 

to be determined at trial.  

COUNT II  

BREACH OF IMPLIED CONTRACT 

133. Plaintiff and the Class re-alleges and incorporate by reference herein all of the 

allegations in the preceding paragraphs. 

134. Defendant acquired and maintained the PII of Plaintiff and the Class, including 

name, birthdate, address, loan number, Social Security number, and information provided in 

connection with a loan application, loan modification, or other items regarding loan servicing.  

135. At the time Defendants acquired the PII and PII of Plaintiff and the Class, there was 

a meeting of the minds and a mutual understanding that Defendants would safeguard the PII and 

not take unjustified risks when storing the PII.  

136. Plaintiff and the Class would not have entrusted their PII to Defendants had they 

known that Defendants would make the PII internet-accessible, not encrypt sensitive data elements 

such as Social Security numbers, and not delete the PII that Defendants no longer had a reasonable 

need to maintain.  

137. Prior to the Data Breach, Defendant published the Privacy Policy, agreeing to 

protect and keep private financial information of Plaintiff and the Class.  

138. Defendant further promised to comply with industry standards and to ensure that 

Plaintiff’s and Class Members’ PII would remain protected.  
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139. Implicit in the agreement between Plaintiff and Class Members and the Defendant 

to provide PII, was the latter’s obligation to: (a) use such PII for business purposes only, (b) take 

reasonable steps to safeguard that PII, (c) prevent unauthorized disclosures of the PII, (d) provide 

Plaintiff and Class Members with prompt and sufficient notice of any and all unauthorized access 

and/or theft of their PII, (e) reasonably safeguard and protect the PII of Plaintiff and Class 

Members from unauthorized disclosure or uses, and (f) retain the PII only under conditions that 

kept such information secure and confidential.  

140. In collecting and maintaining the PII of Plaintiff and the Class and publishing the 

Privacy Policy, Defendant entered into contracts with Plaintiff and the Class requiring Defendant 

to protect and keep secure the PII of Plaintiff and the Class.  

141. Plaintiff and the Class fully performed their obligations under the contracts with 

Defendant.  

142. Defendant breached the contracts they made with Plaintiff and the Class by failing 

to protect and keep private financial information of Plaintiff and the Class, including failing to (i) 

encrypt or tokenize the sensitive PII of Plaintiff and the Class, (ii) delete such PII that Defendant 

no longer had reason to maintain, (iii) eliminate the potential accessibility of the PII from the 

internet where such accessibility was not justified, and (iv) otherwise review and improve the 

security of the network system that contained such PII.  

143. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s above-described breach of implied 

contract, Plaintiff and the Class have suffered (and will continue to suffer) ongoing, imminent, and 

impending threat of identity theft crimes, fraud, and abuse, resulting in monetary loss and 

economic harm; actual identity theft crimes, fraud, and abuse, resulting in monetary loss and 

economic harm; loss of the confidentiality of the stolen confidential data; the illegal sale of the 
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compromised data on the dark web; expenses and/or time spent on credit monitoring and identity 

theft insurance; additional time spent scrutinizing bank statements, credit card statements, and 

credit reports; expenses and/or time spent initiating fraud alerts, credit freezes, decreased credit 

scores and ratings; lost work time; and other economic and non-economic harm.  

144. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s breach of contract, Plaintiff is at an 

increased risk of identity theft or fraud.  

145. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s breach of contract, Plaintiff is 

entitled to and demand actual, consequential, and nominal damages and injunctive relief, to be 

determined at trial.  

COUNT III 

BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY 

146. Plaintiff and the Class re-alleges and incorporate by reference herein all of the 

allegations contained in the preceding paragraphs.   

147. A relationship existed between Plaintiff and the Class and Defendant in which 

Plaintiff and the Class put their trust in Defendant to protect the private information of Plaintiff 

and the Class. Defendant accepted that trust and the concomitant obligations.  

148. Plaintiff and the Class entrusted their PII to Defendant on the premise and with the 

understanding that Defendant would safeguard their information, use their PII for business 

purposes only, and not disclose their PII to unauthorized third parties.  

149. Defendant has full knowledge of the sensitivity of the PII and the types of harm 

that Plaintiff and the Class could and would suffer if the PII were wrongfully disclosed.  

150. Defendant knew or reasonably should have known that the failure to exercise due 

care in the collecting, storing, and using of its current and former customers’ PII involved an 
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unreasonable risk of harm to Plaintiff and the Class, including harm that foreseeably could occur 

through the criminal acts of a third party.  

151. Defendant’s fiduciary duty required it to exercise reasonable care in safeguarding, 

securing, and protecting such information from being compromised, lost, stolen, misused, and/or 

disclosed to unauthorized parties. This duty includes, among other things, designing, maintaining, 

and testing Defendant’s security protocols to ensure that Plaintiff and the Class’s information in 

Defendant’s possession was adequately secured and protected.  

152. Defendant also had a fiduciary duty to have procedures in place to detect and 

prevent the improper access and misuse of Plaintiff’s and the Class’s PII. Defendant’s duty to use 

reasonable security measures arose as a result of the special relationship that existed between 

Defendant and Plaintiff and the Class. That special relationship arose because Plaintiff and the 

Class entrusted Defendant with their confidential PII, a necessary part of obtaining services from 

Defendant, and because Defendant was the only party in a position to know of its inadequate 

security measures and capable of taking steps to prevent the Data Breach.  

153. Defendant breached the fiduciary duty that it owed to Plaintiff and the Class by 

failing to act with the utmost good faith, fairness, and honesty, failing to act with the highest and 

finest loyalty, and failing to protect the private information of Plaintiff and the Class.  

154. Defendant’s breach of fiduciary duty was a legal cause of damage to Plaintiff and 

the Class.  

155. But for Defendant’s breach of fiduciary duty, the damage to Plaintiff and the Class 

would not have occurred.  

156. Defendant’s breach of fiduciary duty contributed substantially to producing the 

damage to Plaintiff and the Class.  
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157. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s breach of fiduciary duty, Plaintiff 

are entitled to and demand actual, consequential, and nominal damages and injunctive relief, to be 

determined at trial.  

VII. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

158. WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, on behalf of themself and all Class Members, request 

judgment against Defendant and that the Court grant the following:  

a. For an Order certifying the Class as defined herein, and appointing Plaintiff and  

their counsel to represent the Class;  

b. For equitable relief enjoining Defendant from engaging in the wrongful conduct  

complained of herein pertaining to the misuse and/or disclosure of Plaintiff and the 

Class Members’ PII, and from refusing to issue prompt, complete, and accurate 

disclosures to Plaintiff and the Class Members;  

c. For injunctive relief requested by Plaintiff, including but not limited to, injunctive 

and other equitable relief as is necessary to protect the interests of Plaintiff and 

Class Members, including but not limited to an order:  

i. prohibiting Defendant from engaging in the wrongful and unlawful acts 

described herein;  

ii. requiring Defendant to protect, including through encryption, all data 

collected through the course of its business in accordance with all applicable 

regulations, industry standards, and federal, state or local laws;  

iii. requiring Defendant to delete, destroy, and purge the personally identifying 

information of Plaintiff and Class Members unless Defendant can provide 

to the Court reasonable justification for the retention and use of such 
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information when weighed against the privacy interests of Plaintiff and 

Class Members;  

iv. requiring Defendant to implement and maintain a comprehensive 

Information Security Program designed to protect the confidentiality and 

integrity of the personally identifying information of Plaintiff and Class 

Members;  

v. prohibiting Defendant from maintaining Plaintiff and Class Members’ 

personally identifying information on a cloud-based database;  

vi. requiring Defendant to engage independent third-party security 

auditors/penetration testers as well as internal security personnel to conduct 

testing, including simulated attacks, penetration tests, and audits on 

Defendant’s systems on a periodic basis, and ordering Defendant to 

promptly correct any problems or issues detected by such third-party 

security auditors;  

vii. requiring Defendant to engage independent third-party security auditors and 

internal personnel to run automated security monitoring;  

viii. requiring Defendant to audit, test, and train its security personnel regarding 

any new or modified procedures;  

ix. requiring Defendant to segment data by, among other things, creating 

firewalls and access controls so that if one area of Defendant’s network is 

compromised, hackers cannot gain access to other areas of Defendant’s 

systems;  
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x. requiring Defendant to conduct regular database scanning and securing 

checks;  

xi. requiring Defendant to establish an information security training program 

that includes at least annual information security training for all employees, 

with additional training to be provided as appropriate based upon the 

employees’ respective responsibilities with handling personally identifying 

information, as well as protecting the personally identifying information of 

Plaintiff and Class Members;  

xii. requiring Defendant to routinely and continually conduct internal training 

and education, and on an annual basis to inform internal security personnel 

how to identify and contain a breach when it occurs and what to do in 

response to a breach;  

xiii. requiring Defendant to implement a system of tests to assess its respective 

employees’ knowledge of the education programs discussed in the 

preceding subparagraphs, as well as randomly and periodically testing 

employees’ compliance with Defendant’s policies, programs, and systems 

for protecting personally identifying information;  

xiv. requiring Defendant to implement, maintain, regularly review, and revise as 

necessary a threat management program designed to appropriately monitor 

Defendant’s information networks for threats, both internal and external, 

and assess whether monitoring tools are appropriately configured, tested, 

and updated;  
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xv. requiring Defendant to adequately educate all Class Members about the 

threats that they face as a result of the loss of their confidential personally 

identifying information to third parties, as well as the steps affected 

individuals must take to protect themselves;  

xvi. requiring Defendant to implement logging and monitoring programs 

sufficient to track traffic to and from Defendant’s servers; and, for a period 

of 10 years, appointing a qualified and independent third party assessor to 

conduct a SOC 2 Type 2 attestation on an annual basis to evaluate 

Defendant’s compliance with the terms of the Court’s final judgment, to 

provide such report to the Court and to Class Counsel, and to report any 

material deficiencies or noncompliance with the Court’s final judgment;  

d. For an award of damages, including actual, consequential, and nominal damages, 

as allowed by law in an amount to be determined;  

e. For an award of reasonable attorneys’ fees, costs, and litigation expenses, as 

allowed by law;  

f. For prejudgment interest on all amounts awarded; and  

g. Such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.  

 
VIII. JURY TRIAL DEMAND 

159. Plaintiff hereby demands that this matter be tried before a jury. 
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IV. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only) Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions
CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

110 Insurance PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY 625 Drug Related Seizure 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 375 False Claims Act
120 Marine 310 Airplane 365 Personal Injury  - of Property 21 USC 881 423 Withdrawal 376 Qui Tam (31 USC
130 Miller Act 315 Airplane Product Product Liability 690 Other 28 USC 157 3729 (a))
140 Negotiable Instrument Liability 367 Health Care/ 400 State Reapportionment
150 Recovery of Overpayment 320 Assault, Libel & Pharmaceutical PROPERTY RIGHTS 410 Antitrust

& Enforcement of Judgment Slander Personal Injury 820 Copyrights 430 Banks and Banking
151 Medicare Act 330 Federal Employers’ Product Liability 830 Patent 450 Commerce

152 Recovery of Defaulted Liability 368 Asbestos Personal 835 Patent – Abbreviated
New Drug Application 460 Deportation

Student Loans 340 Marine
840 Trademark
880 Defend Trade Secrets

Act of 2016

470 Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations

(Excl. Veterans) 345 Marine Product LABOR SOCIAL SECURITY 480 Consumer Credit 
(15 USC 1681 or 1692)

153 Recovery of Overpayment Liability

Injury Product

710 Fair Labor Standards 861 HIA (1395ff) 485 Telephone Consumer 
Protection Act (TCPA)

of Veteran’s Benefits 350 Motor Vehicle 370 Other Fraud Act 862 Black Lung (923) 490 Cable/Sat TV
160 Stockholders’ Suits 355 Motor Vehicle 371 Truth in Lending 720 Labor/Mgmt. Relations 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) 850 Securities/Commodities/
190 Other Contract Product Liability 380 Other Personal 740 Railway Labor Act 864 SSID Title XVI Exchange
195 Contract Product Liability 360 Other Personal Property Damage 751 Family and Medical 865 RSI (405(g)) 890 Other Statutory Actions
196 Franchise Injury 385 Property Damage Leave Act 891 Agricultural Acts

362 Personal Injury - Product Liability 790 Other Labor Litigation 893 Environmental Matters
Med. Malpractice 791 Empl. Ret. Inc. 895 Freedom of Information

REAL PROPERTY CIVIL RIGHTS PRISONER PETITIONS Security Act FEDERAL TAX SUITS Act
210 Land Condemnation 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus: 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff 896 Arbitration
220 Foreclosure 441 Voting 463 Alien Detainee or Defendant) 899 Administrative Procedure

230 Rent Lease & Ejectment 442 Employment 510 Motions to Vacate 
Sentence

871 IRS—Third Party 26 USC 
7609

Act/Review or Appeal of      
Agency Decision

240 Torts to Land 443 Housing/
Accommodations Other: 950 Constitutionality of State 

Statutes
245 Tort Product Liability 445 Amer. w/Disabilities - 530 General IMMIGRATION
290 All Other Real Property Employment 535 Death Penalty 462 Naturalization Application 

446 Amer. w/Disabilities - 540 Mandamus & Other 465 Other Immigration
Other 550 Civil Rights Actions

448 Education 555 Prison Condition
560 Civil Detainee –
Conditions of 
Confinement

V. ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)
Transferred from
another district
(specify)

6 Multidistrict
Litigation
Transfer

8 Multidistrict
Litigation 
– Direct
File

9 Remanded from
Appellate Court  

1 Original
Proceeding

2 Removed 
from State 
Court 

3 Re-filed 
(See VI 
below)

4 Reinstated 
or
Reopened

5 7 Appeal to 
District Judge 
from Magistrate
Judgment

VI. RELATED/
RE-FILED CASE(S)

(See instructions): a) Re-filed Case YES  NO b) Related Cases   YES  NO
JUDGE: DOCKET NUMBER:

VII. CAUSE OF ACTION
Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and Write a Brief Statement of Cause  (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):

LENGTH OF TRIAL via days estimated (for both sides to try entire case)

VIII. REQUESTED IN
COMPLAINT:

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION
UNDER F.R.C.P. 23 DEMAND $ CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:

JURY DEMAND: Yes No

ABOVE INFORMATION IS TRUE & CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE
DATE SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY : RECEIPT #    AMOUNT  IFP    JUDGE    MAG JUDGE

ANDREW GUARINO, individually and 
on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated

Miami-Dade County, FL

Jonathan Cohen 
MILBERG COLEMAN BRYSONPHILLIPS GROSSMAN, PLLC
3833 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, FL 33713, Tel: 865-247-0080
 , 

X

X

3/31/2022 /s/ Jonathan Cohen

Case 1:22-cv-20981-XXXX   Document 1-1   Entered on FLSD Docket 03/31/2022   Page 1 of 2



JS 44  (Rev. 10/20)  FLSD Revised 10/14/2020

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44

Authority For Civil Cover Sheet

The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as required 
by law, except as provided by local rules of court.  This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the 
use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet.  Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of Court for each civil 
complaint filed.  The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:

I. (a) Plaintiffs-Defendants.  Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant.  If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations.  If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and then the official,
giving both name and title.

(b) County of Residence.  For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing.  In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing.  (NOTE: In land condemnation 
cases, the county of residence of the “defendant” is the location of the tract of land involved.)

(c) Attorneys.  Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record.  If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section “(see attachment)”.

II. Jurisdiction.  The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.C.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings.  Place an “X” in
one of the boxes.  If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff.  (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348.  Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant.  (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an “X” in this box.
Federal question.  (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment to the
Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States.  In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes precedence, and
box 1 or 2 should be marked. Diversity of citizenship.  (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states.  When Box 4
is checked, the citizenship of the different parties must be checked.  (See Section III below; federal question actions take precedence over diversity cases.)

III. Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties. This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above.  Mark this
section for each principal party.

IV. Nature of Suit. Nature of Suit. Place an "X" in the appropriate box. If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of
suit code that is most applicable. Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

V. Origin.  Place an “X” in one of the seven boxes.

Original Proceedings.  (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.

Removed from State Court.  (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.  When the petition 
for removal is granted, check this box.

Refiled (3) Attach copy of Order for Dismissal of Previous case. Also complete VI.

Reinstated or Reopened.  (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court.  Use the reopening date as the filing date.

Transferred from Another District.  (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a).  Do not use this for within district transfers or multidistrict 
litigation transfers.

Multidistrict Litigation.  (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1407.  When this 
box is checked, do not check (5) above.

Appeal to District Judge from Magistrate Judgment.  (7) Check this box for an appeal from a magistrate judge’s decision.

Remanded from Appellate Court. (8) Check this box if remanded from Appellate Court.

VI. Related/Refiled Cases. This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases or re-filed cases. Insert the docket numbers and the
corresponding judges name for such cases.

VII. Cause of Action.  Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause.  Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553

 Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service

VIII. Requested in Complaint.  Class Action.  Place an “X” in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.

Demand.  In this space enter the dollar amount (in thousands of dollars) being demanded or indicate other demand such as a preliminary injunction.

Jury Demand.  Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

Date and Attorney Signature.  Date and sign the civil cover sheet.
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

Southern District of Florida
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
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