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served or entered.  A copy of the Complaint and the entire process served on FCA US 

is attached as Exhibit A.  

A. Allegations In The Complaint. 

3. Plaintiffs, who reside in Georgia, seek to bring their claims on behalf 

of all consumers in the state of Georgia who own or owned any model-year 2015, 

2016, 2017, or 2018 Jeep Wrangler vehicle ���³�&�O�D�V�V�� �9�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�´��.  See Complaint 

���³�&�R�P�S���´������¶¶ 1, 23.  

4. According to Plaintiffs, the Class Vehicles have �D���³�G�H�I�H�F�W�´ which they 

characterize �D�V���D���³�'�H�D�W�K���:�R�E�E�O�H���´  Id. at ¶ 2.  Specifically, Plaintiffs contend that 

all of the Class �9�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���³�K�D�Y�H���D�Q���X�Q�U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�S�H�Q�V�L�W�\���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���K�H�D�Y�\���V�K�D�N�L�Q�J��

and dangerous oscillations of the steering components at highway speeds��� ́ Id. at ¶¶ 

2, 17.   

5. Plaintiffs aver that:  (i) the alleged defec�W���S�R�V�H�V���D���³�V�D�I�H�W�\���U�L�V�N�´; (ii) the 

failure to disclose the alleged defect has caused consumers to purchase vehicles that 

�³they otherwise would not have�´����(iii) consumers have �³overpaid �I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�´ 

based on the alleged defect; and (iv) the alleged defect has caused a �³�G�L�P�L�Q�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��

�Y�D�O�X�H�´���R�I���W�K�H���&�O�D�V�V���9�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���� Id. at ¶¶ 9, 34 

6. Plaintiffs seek to represent a class consisting of all Georgia residents 

�Z�K�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�G���R�U���O�H�D�V�H�G���³a Jeep Wrangler model year 2015-2018.�´����Id. at ¶¶ 23, 34.   
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7. On behalf of themselves and members of the putative class, Plaintiffs 

seek, inter alia, the following:  (i) �³�D�F�W�X�D�O�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�V�´��based on �)�&�$�� �8�6�¶�V�� �D�O�O�H�J�H�G��

�I�D�L�O�X�U�H�� �³�W�R�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\�� �U�H�S�D�L�U�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�I�H�F�W�V�� �R�U�� �U�H�S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H�´�� �W�K�H��Class Vehicles; (ii) 

�³�G�D�P�D�J�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W��of the bargain they �V�W�U�X�F�N���Z�K�H�Q���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�´����

(iii) �³�V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�\�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V���´�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�W�K�U�H�H�� �W�L�P�H�V��their monetary 

�G�D�P�D�J�H�V�´���X�Q�G�H�U���2���&���*���$����§ 10-1-399(c); (iv) exemplary and/or punitive damages 

(v) �³�Uestitution� �́������Y�L�����D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�¶�V fees; (vii) their costs and expenses in bringing this 

lawsuit; and (viii ) inj�X�Q�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�R�U�\�� �U�H�O�L�H�I���� �³including an order that 

[FCA US] recall the Jeep Vehicles, extend the applicable warranties, and repair the 

�µ�'�H�D�W�K���:�R�E�E�O�H�¶���G�H�I�H�F�W���´����Id. at ¶¶ 4, 36-37, 39 & Wherefore Clause, pp. 10-11.   

8. Plaintiffs plead claims for:  Breach of Express and Implied Warranties 

(Count I); Violation of Georgia Fair Business Practices Act (Count II); and 

�$�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�¶�V���)�H�H�V���D�Q�G���(�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V���R�I���/�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q��(Count III).  Id. at ¶¶ 28-39.   

B. Facts Related To Amount In Controversy. 

9. �³�7�K�H���-�H�H�S���:�U�D�Q�J�O�H�U���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G��

�6�W�D�W�H�V���´����Id. at ¶ 27.  There have been more than over 35,000 sales and/or leases of 

model-year 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 Jeep Wrangler in Georgia. 

10. The most recent model-year Jeep Wrangler vehicles with the alleged 

defect �± i.e., the model-year 2018 Jeep Wranglers �± have an MSRP ranging from 
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$27,945 (Sport) to $41,445 (Unlimited Rubicon).  There have been over 8,600 sales 

and/or leases of just model-year 2018 Jeep Wrangler vehicles in Georgia. 

11. Plaintiffs allege that they purchased their 2018 Jeep Wrangler in March 

2018 for $41,817.18.  Id. at ¶ 12.  Plaintiffs have demanded that FCA US repurchase 

their vehicle because of the alleged defect.  Id. at ¶ 18. 

II.  GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL  

12. This Court has jurisdiction of this case under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2), 

�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�V���W�K�H���&�O�D�V�V���$�F�W�L�R�Q���)�D�L�U�Q�H�V�V���$�F�W�����³�&�$�)�$�´���� 

13. Pursuant to CAFA, when the number of putative class members 

�H�[�F�H�H�G�V�������������W�K�L�V���&�R�X�U�W���K�D�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Y�H�U���³�D�Q�\���F�L�Y�L�O���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H��

matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $5,000,000, exclusive of interest 

and costs, and is a class action in which ... any member of a class of plaintiffs is a 

�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���R�I���D���6�W�D�W�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���D�Q�\���G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W���´�����������8���6���&�����† 1332(d)(2).   

14. �³�$�� �G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�¶�V�� �Q�R�W�L�F�H�� �R�I�� �U�H�P�R�Y�D�O�� �Q�H�H�G�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�� �R�Q�O�\�� �D�� �S�O�D�X�V�L�E�O�H��

�D�O�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���L�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�R�Y�H�U�V�\���H�[�F�H�H�G�V���W�K�H���M�X�U�L�V�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G���´����Dart 

Cherokee Basin Operating Co., LLC v. Owens, 574 U.S. 81, 135 S.Ct. 547, 551 

(2014). 

15. Plaintiffs, and the class they seek to represent, are citizens of the state 

of Georgia.  See Comp., ¶¶ 6, 23.  FCA US, a limited liability company, is a citizen 
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of the State of Delaware under whose laws it was organized and the State of 

Michigan where its principal place of business is located.  Id. at ¶ 9.  Thus, the 

minimal diversity requirements of CAFA are satisfied.  See 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1332(d)(2)(A). 

16. There are more than 100 putative class members.  The putative class is 

�G�H�I�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W���W�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���³[a]ll Georgia residents who own or owned a 

Jeep Wrangler model year 2015-���������>���@�´�����&�R�P�S�������ˆ���������� and there were more than 

35,000 Class Vehicles sold in the state of Georgia. 

17. The amount put into controversy by Plaintiffs vastly exceeds the sum 

or value of $5,000,000, exclusive of interest or costs.  Plaintiffs allege that the source 

�R�I�� �W�K�H���D�O�O�H�J�H�G���G�H�I�H�F�W���L�V���W�K�H���³�V�W�L�I�I�´�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V�¶���I�U�R�Q�W���D�[�O�H (id. at ¶ 2), a 

component that (all by itself) costs approximately $1,000.1  Thus, measuring the 

amount-in-controversy by just the cost of the components that Plaintiffs claim are 

�³�G�H�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�´��would place the amount-in-controversy at $35 million ($1,000 x 35,000 

vehicles at issue = $35 million).2  Of course, Plaintiffs are seeking far more than this, 

                                                
 1See, e.g., https://www.moparpartsoverstock.com/p/Jeep__Wrangler/AXLE-
FRONT/10709589/P5160036.html?partner=googlebase_adwords&kwd=&origin=
pla&partnerDevice=c&userLocation=9022857&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqYaXosHJ
4wIVCJyzCh0wLwBlEAkYAyABEgJguvD_BwE.    

 2Indeed, given the substantial �Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���D�W���L�V�V�X�H�����&�$�)�$�¶�V���D�P�R�X�Q�W-
in-controversy requirement would be satisfied if the total damages per vehicle were 
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including all repair costs (e.g., labor charges and the cost of repairing other, related 

components), overpayment damages, diminished value damages, punitive damages,  

�³�W�K�U�H�H���W�L�P�H�V���>�W�K�H�L�U�@���W�R�W�D�O���P�R�Q�H�W�D�U�\���G�D�P�D�J�H�V�´ under O.C.G.A. § 10-1-399(c), and a 

recall of all model-year 2015-2018 Jeep Wrangler vehicles.  See id. at ¶¶ 4, 36-37, 

39 & Wherefore Clause, pp. 10-11 (emphasis added).  This confirms, beyond any 

doubt, that the requisite amount in controversy is easily satisfied here.       

18. Because there is minimal diversity, greater than 100 putative class 

members, and the matter in controversy exceeds the sum of $5,000,000, this Court 

has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(d)(2).3 

19. No statutory exception to CAFA jurisdiction applies in this case. 

                                                
a mere $142.86 per vehicle ($142.86 x 35,000 vehicles at issue = $5,000,100), even 
if Plaintiffs were not seeking to recover triple �H�D�F�K���F�O�D�V�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�¶�V��actual damages 
(and they are).    

3In Dart Cherokee, the Supreme Court made clear that a defendant who 
removes a case to federal court does not have to submit evidence proving that the 
amount-in-controversy requisite of CAFA jurisdiction is satisfied until and unless 
�W�K�H���S�O�D�L�Q�W�L�I�I���R�U���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�¶�V���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���S�R�L�Q�W���³�E�R�W�K��
sides submit proof and the court decides, by a preponderance of the evidence, 
whether the amount-in-controversy requirement has been sa�W�L�V�I�L�H�G���´�� �� �������� �6���&�W���� �D�W��
554.  Here, FCA US stands ready and willing to provide declaratory proof of the 
amount in controversy if the Court deems it necessary.   
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III.  REMOVAL IS PROPER AND TIMELY  

20. This Notice of Removal is filed within thirty days of July 2, 2019, the 

date on which FCA US was first served with a summons and the Complaint.  Thus, 

it is timely filed.  See 18 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(1).  

21. FCA US will promptly file a copy of this Notice of Removal with the 

clerk of the Superior Court of Forsyth County in the State of Georgia, and provide 

written notice of the removal to all counsel of record. 

22. The United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia 

embraces the county and court in which Plaintiffs filed this case.  28 U.S.C. § 84.  

Therefore, this action is properly removed to this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1441(a). 

WHEREFORE, the above described action now pending against 

FCA US LLC in the Superior Court of Forsyth County in the State of Georgia is 

removed to the United States District Court for the Northern District of Georgia. 
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Respectfully submitted, this 26th day of July, 2019. 

CAROTHERS & MITCHELL, LLC 

   /s/ Thomas M. Mitchell 
 ______________________________  
 THOMAS M. MITCHELL 
 Georgia Bar No. 513597 

Attorneys for Defendant FCA US LLC 

 
1809 Buford Highway 
Buford, GA  30518 
(770) 932-3552 
(770) 932-6348 FAX 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

 This is to certify that I have this day electronically filed the foregoing with the 

Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, and sent a copy by regular U.S. Mail to 

the following: 

Kevin E. Epps (Ga. Bar No. 785511) 
Adam L. Hoipkemier (Ga. Bar No. 745811) 

Epps Holloway DeLoach & Hoipkemier LLC 
1220 Langford Dr., Bldg. 200 

Watkinsville, GA 30677 
Telephone:  (706) 508-4000 
Facsimile:  (706) 842-6750 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 Respectfully submitted, this 26th day of July, 2019. 

CAROTHERS & MITCHELL, LLC 

   /s/ Thomas M. Mitchell 
 ______________________________  
 THOMAS M. MITCHELL 
 Georgia Bar No. 513597 

Attorneys for Defendant FCA US LLC 

 
1809 Buford Highway 
Buford, GA  30518 
(770) 932-3552 
(770) 932-6348 FAX 
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EFILED IN OFFICE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT

General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Form FORSYTH COUNTY, GEORGIA

19CV-1079-1
Superior or CI State Court of Forsyth County JUN 26, 2019 12:18 PM

For Clerk Use Only OLL
wnnForarGeorgia

Date Filed 06-26-2019 Case Number 19CV-1079-1

MM-DD-YYYY

Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s)
Barrett, Gretta FCA US, LLC

Lint First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix

Barrett, John

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix

Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix

Plaintiffs Attorney Hoipkemier, Adam Bar Number 745811 Self-Represented CI

Check One Case Type in One Box

General Civil Cases Domestic Relations Cases

CI Medical Malpractice Tort 0 Dissolution/Divorce/Separate
O Product Liability Tort Maintenance

E Automobile Tort CI Paternity/Legitimation
O General Tort 0 Support —IV-D

CI Contract CI Support — Private (non-IV-D)
0 Real Property 0 Adoption
CI Civil Appeal CI Family Violence Petition

O Habeas Corpus 0 Other Domestic Relations
O Restraining Petition

O Injunction/Mandamus/Other Writ Post-Judgement — Check One Case Type
CI Garnishment CI Contempt
O Landlord/Tenant 0 Non-payment of child support,
1E1 Other General Civil medical support, or alimony.

CI Modification

CI Administrative/Other

O Check if the action is related to another action(s) pending or previously pending in this court involving some or all
the same parties, subject matter, or factual issues. If so, provide a case number for each.

Case Number Case Number

• I hereby certify that the documents in this filing, including attachments and exhibits, satisfy the requirements for
redaction of personal or confidential information in 0.C.G.A. §9-11-7.1.

Is interpreter needed in this case? If so, provide the language(s) required.
Language(s) Needed

O Do you or your client need any disability accommodations? If so, please describe the accommodation request.
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EFILED IN OFFICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF FORSYTH COUNTY CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT

FORSYTH COUNTY, GEORGIASTATE OF GEORGIA
19CV-1079-1

JUN 26, 2019 12:18 PM

OLU-
FcraTInMZegt

Barrett, Gretta

Barrett, John

PLAINTIFF

FCA US, LLC

DEFENDANT

VS.

SUMMONS
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT:

You are hereby summoned and required to file with the Clerk of said court and serve upon thc
Plaintiffs attorney, whose name and address is:

Adam Hoipkemier
Epps, Holloway, DeLoach & Hoipkemier, LLC
1220 Langford Drive

Building 200-101

Watkinsville, Georgia 30677
an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 30 days after service of
this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

This 26th day of June, 2019.

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 19CV-1079-1

Clerk of Superior Court

aLk
Greg G. Allen, Clerk

Forsyth County, Georgia

Page 1 of 1
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EFILED IN OFFICE
CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT

SHERIFF'S ENTRY OF SERVICE FORSYTH COUNTY, GEORGIA

19CV-il 079-1
Superior Court IN Magistrate Court

Civil Action No. 19CV-1079-1 State Court 0 Probate Cour:JUL 02, 201cla 10:45 AM
Juvenile Court 0

Date Filed 06/26/19 12:18 PNI 43ka OLU—
Georgia. FORSYTH _GregG. Allen, Clerk

Forsyth County, Georgia

Attorney's Address Hoipkemier, Adam Barrett, Gretta; Barrett, John

Epps, Holloway, DeLoach & Hoipkemier, LLC
1220 Langford Drive

Building 200-101 Plaintiff
Watkinsville, Georgia 30677

VS.
FCA US, LLC

Name and Address of Party to be Smed.
FCA US, LLC

Defendant
112 North Main Street

Cumming, Georgia 30040

Garnishee

SHERIFF'S ENTRY OF SERVICE

cn
•

I have this day served the defendant personally with a copyre
la of the within action and summons.

8 I have this day served the defendant by leaving a

-2 copy of the action and summons at his most notorious place of abode in this County.
o 0
r-
o Delivered same into hands of described as follows:z

age, about years; weight pounds; height, about feet and inches, domiciled at the residence of
defendant.

0

g Served the defendant 0,0 V 1V OYMILY) C ÓLy a corporationgi.31Cky leaving a copy of the within action and summons with 4 1c) Vx 111.A.4 ift/Lei tiv0,y.1/7•
in charge of the office and place of doing business ofsaid Corporation in the County.

o

d< I have this day served the above styled affidavit and summons on the defendant(s) by posting a copy of the same to the
2 door of the premises designated in said affidavit, and on the same day ofsuch posting by depositing a true copy of the

same in the United States Mail, first class in an envelope property address to the defendant(s) at the address shown in said
summons, with adequate postage affixed thereon containing notice to the defendant(s) to answer said summons at the
place stated in the summons.

Cf)
LLI

0 Diligent search rnade and defendant
z
o not to be found in the jurisdiction of this court.

This "I"-day of (,20 1
C-iliD€A))<)

DeputY
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