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served or entered. A copy of the Complaint and the entireggseeved on FCAS
Is attached as Exhibit A.

A. Allegations In The Complaint.

3. Plaintiffs, who residen Georgia, seeko bringtheir claims on behalf
of all consumers ithe state of5eorgia who own or ownechg modelyear2015,
2016, 2017, or 2018eep Wranglervehicle 3& O DV V 9 H SédCOmplaint

3&RPSTY L, 23.

4.  According to Plaintif§, theClass Vehiclehiave D 3G H WHiEhwhey
characterizeDV D 3'H D W K IdRAaEE2 $pecifically, Plaintiffs contend that
allofthe ClassOHKLFOHY 3SKDYH DQ XQUHDVRQDEOH SURSHC
and dangerous oscillations of the steering components at highway spiekeds 11
2,17.

5. Plaintiffs aver that (i) theallegeddefecW SRV HV D 3Vipthéel W\ ULV
failure to disclose the alleged defbetscausedonsumers to purchasehiclesthat
Xhey otherwise would not havdiii) consumers havéoverpaidl RU WKHLU YHKL]|
based on the alleged defeand (iv)the alleged defect has causedG@LPLQXWLRQ |
YDOXH”™ RI WKH &D@dWVV3EHKLFOHV

6. Plaintiffs seekto represena classconsisting of all Georgia residents

ZKR SXUFKDV HGeépWrarglervhedsal year 264618." I1d. at 1 23, 34.

2.



Case 2:19-cv-00161 Document 1 Filed 07/26/19 Page 3 of 9

7. On behalf of themselves and members ofgghtative classPlaintiffs
seek,inter alia, the following: () 3DFWXDO GdddDbd)E$s 86V DOOHJIH
IDLOXUH 3WR SURSHUO\ UHSDLU ulds$ VéhidiesilihWyV RU
SGDPDJHYV IR Uoh& bardgatii@eHV MWW XFN ZKHQ SXUFKDVLQJ V
(ii) SBVWDWXWRU\ GDPDJHV DQB8&WERH R BtosWwirdherary L Q F O X
GDPDJHV’ ™ XQGHUR3IWPW(¢); Bv) exemplaryand/orpunitive damages
(v) Sektitution®™ YL D WMER (/) tHaifl 8bsts and expenses in bringths
lawsuit; and ¥iii) inf XQFWLYH DQG G H Rrolidund @hRddder thietO L H |
[FCA US] recall the Jeep Vehicles, extend the applicable warranties, and repair the
L'HDWK :REE O H.Jat®H/,36-5A\39 & Wherefore fause pp. 1011.

8. Plaintiffs plead claims for:Breach of Expresand ImpliedWarranties
(Count I); Violation of Georgia Fair Business Practices AGount II); and
$WWRUQH\TV )HHV DQG (¢C8uAtQIy HivatM128BW LIDWLRQ

B. Facts Related To Amount In Controversy.

9. 37KH -HHS :UDQJOHU LV RQH RI WKH PRVW SR
6 W D WHaY 1 27. There have been more thaver 35,000ales and/or leases of
modelyear2015,2016, 2017, and 201RepWrangler in Georgia

10. The most recent modgkar Jeep Wranglevehicles with the lkeged

defect zi.e., the modelyear 2018Jeep Wranglersthave an MSRP ranging from
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$27,945 (Spoitto $41,445(Unlimited Rubicon. There have been ov8r600sales
and/or leases gfistmodelyear 2018leep Wrangler vehicles Georgia.

11. Plaintiffs allege that they purchased th2@18 Jeep Wranglén March
2018 for $41,817.18ld. at 1 12.PlaintiffshavedemandedhatFCA US repurchase
theirvehiclebecaus®f the alleged defectid. at  18.

. GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL

12. This Court has jurisdiction of this case under 28 U.8§.8332(d)(2),
ZKLFK LV FRPPRQO\ UHIHUUHG WR DV WKH &0ODVV $F

13. Pursuant to CAFA, when the number ptitative class members
HIFHHGV WKLV &RXUW KDV RULJLQDO MXULVGLFW
matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $5,000,000, exclusive of interest
and costs, and is a class action in whiclany member of aass of plaintiffs is a
FLWL]JHQ RI D 6WDWH GLIIHUHQW IBRE)@®Q\ GHIHQGDC

14. 3$ GHIHQGDQWYIV QRWLFH RI UHPRYDO QHH
DOOHIJDWLRQ WKDW WKH DPRXQW LQ FRQWD&tYHUV\ |
Cherdee Basin Operating Co., LLC v. OweB34 U.S.81, 135 S.Ct. 547, 551
(2014).

15. Plaintiffs, and the class they seek to represamcitizers of the state

of Georgia SeeComp., 11 6, 23FCAUS, a limited liability company, is a citizen
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of the State ofDelaware under whose laws it was organized and the State of
Michigan where its principal place of business is locatétl.at 9. Thus, the
minimal diversity requirements of CAFA are satisfied.See 28 U.S.C.

§ 1332(d)(2)(A).

16. There are more than 100 ptive class members. Tpetative classs
GHILQHG LQ WKH &R Rl GBEodiakesMeRts wQd-dviX & ldwAed a
Jeep Wrangler model year 2015 > @~ &R P Sand there were more than
35,000Class Vehicles soloh the state of Georgia

17. The amount put into controversy by Plairgifastly exceeds the sum
or value of $5,000,000, exclusive of interest or coBtaintiffs allege that the source
RI WKH DOOHJHG GHIHFW LV WKH 3sVW(d.lat G2H¥ LIQ RI
componenh that (all by itself) costsapproximately$1,000' Thus, measuring the
amountin-controversy by justhe cost of th&eomponerd that Plaintiffsclaim are
3 G H | H AwuldYpkace tlk amountin-controversyat $35 million ($1,000 x 35,000

vehicles at issue $35 million)? Of coursePlaintiffs are seeking far more than this,

1See, e.ghttps://www.noparpartsoverstock.com/p/Jeep _ Wrangler/AXLE
FRONT/10709589/P5160036.html?partner=googlebase adwords&kwd=&origin=
pla&partnerDevice=c&userLocation=9022857&gclid=EAlalQobChMIgYaXosHJ
4wlVCJyzChOwLwWBIEAKYAYABEqgJguvD BwE

’Indeed, gven thesubstantialQ XPEHU Rl YHKLFOHYV DW- LVVXH
in-controversy requirement would be satisfied if the tdgahages per vehicle were
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including all repair costée.g, labor charges and the cost of repairing other, related
components)overpayment damages, diminished value damages#jve damages,
SWKUHH WLRIKEV WRWD O P RQdeNWDDOUB.AGIIA-BIPKEY and a
recall of all modelyear 20152018 Jeep Wrangler vehicleSee idat 1 4, 3637,
39 & Wherefore Clause, pp. 41 (emphasis added)This confirms, beyond any
doubt,that the requisite amount in controversy is easily satisfied here.

18. Because there is minimal diversity, greater than 100 putative class
members, and the matter in controversy exceeds the sum of $5,000,000, this Court
has jurisdiction under 28.S.C. §1332(d)(2)

19. No statutory exception to CAFA jurisdiction applies in this case.

amere $142.86 per vehicle ($142.86 x 35,000 vehicles at is$66)60,100), even
if Plaintiffs were not seekintp recovettriple HD FK F O D V \acta&l éafnelgey V
(and they are).

3In Dart Cherokee the Supreme Court made clear that a defendant who
removes a case to federal court does not have to submit evidence proving that the
amountin-controversy requisite of CAFA jurisdion is satisfied until and unless
WKH SODLQWLII RU WKH FRXUW FKDOOHQJHV WKH G
sides submit proof and the court decides, by a preponderance of the evidence,
whether the amousih-controversy requirement has beenVsa& VILHG -~ 6 &W
554. Here, FCAJS stands ready and willing to provide declaratory proof of the
amount in controversy if the Court deems it necessary.
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lll. REMOVAL IS PROPER AND TIMELY

20. This Notice of Removal is filed within thirty days a@ily 2 2019, the
date on which FCA US was first served with a summons and the Complduns,
it is timely filed. Seel8 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(1).

21. FCA US will promptly file a copy of this Notice of Remdwaith the
clerk of the Superior Coudf Forsyth County in the State of Georgaand provide
written notice of the removal to all counsélrecord.

22. The United States District Court for tiNorthern Districtof Georgia
embraces the county and court in which Plaintiffs filed this casdJ).2&. §84.
Therefore, this action is properly removed to this Court pursuant 10.2&.
§ 1441(a).

WHEREFORE, the above dedmd action now pending against
FCAUSLLC in the Superior Courbf Forsyth County in the State of Georgga

removed to the United States District Court for NmthernDistrict of Georgia
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Respectfully submittedhis 26" day of July, 2019.

1809 Buford Highway
Buford, GA 30518
(770) 9323552
(770)932-6348 FAX

CAROTHERS & MITCHELL, LLC

/sl Thomas M. Mitchell

THOMAS M. MITCHELL
Georgia Bar No. 513597

Attorneys for Defendant FCA US LLC
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is tocertify thatl have this daglectronically filedthe foregoingvith the
Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, and sent a copy by regular U.S. Mail to
the following:

Kevin E. Epps (Ga. Bar No. 785511)
Adam L. Hoipkemier Ga. Bar N0.745811)
Epps Holloway DelLoach & Hoipkemier LLC

1220 Langford Dr., Bldg. 200
Watkinsville, GA 30677
Telephone: (706) 508000
Facsimile: 706) 8426750

Attorneys for Plaintiff
Respectfully submitted, th26" day of July, 2019.
CAROTHERS & MITCHELL, LLC

/sl Thomas MMitchell

THOMAS M. MITCHELL
Georgia Bar No. 513597

Attorneys for Defendant FCA US LLC

1809 Buford Highway
Buford, GA 30518
(770) 9323552

(770) 9326348 FAX
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EXHIBIT A
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S

% EFILED IN OFFICE

CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT
General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing Information Form FORSYTH GSUNTY, BECREN
19CV-1079-1
¥] Superior or [J State Court of Forsyth County JUN 26, 2019 12:18 PM

For Clerk Use Only % / CU/Q\

Greg G. Allen, Clerk
Forsyth County, Georgia

Date Filed 06-26-2019 Case Number __19Cv-1079-1
MM-DD-YYYY

Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s)
Barrett, Gretta FCA US, LLC
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle L. Suffix Prefix
Barrett, John
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle L. Suffix Prefix
Plaintiff's Attorney __ Hoipkemier, Adam Bar Number 745811 Self-Represented [

Check One Case Type in One Box

General Civil Cases Domestic Relations Cases
O Medical Malpractice Tort [ Dissolution/Divorce/Separate
O Product Liability Tort Maintenance
O Automobile Tort O Paternity/Legitimation
O General Tort O Support —IV-D
O Contract O Support — Private (non-IV-D)
O Real Property O Adoption
O Civil Appeal O Family Violence Petition
O Habeas Corpus O Other Domestic Relations
O Restraining Petition
O Injunction/Mandamus/Other Writ Post-Judgement - Check One Case Type
O Garnishment 0 Contempt
- Landlord/Tenant O Non-payment of child support,
v Other General Civil medical support, or alimony.
O Modification
O Administrative/Other

O Check if the action is related to another action(s) pending or previously pending in this court involving some or all
the same parties, subject matter, or factual issues. If so, provide a case number for each.

Case Number Case Number

I'hereby certify that the documents in this filing, including attachments and exhibits, satisfy the requirements for
redaction of personal or confidential information in O.C.G.A. §9-11-7.1.

O Is interpreter needed in this case? If so, provide the language(s) required.

Language(s) Needed

O Do you or your client need any disability accommodations? If so, please describe the accommodation request.
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%% EFILED IN OFFICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF FORSYTH COUNTY  CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT

FORSYTH COUNTY, GEORGIA

STATE OF GEORGIA 19CV-1079-1

JUN 26, 2019 12:18 PM

77 QUL

G G. Allen, Clerk
Forsyth County, Georgia

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 19CV-1079-
Barrett, Gretta
Barrett, John

PLAINTIFF
VS.
FCA US, LLC
DEFENDANT
SUMMONS

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT:

You are hereby summoned and required to file with the Clerk of said court and serve upon the
Plaintiff's attorney, whose name and address is:

Adam Hoipkemier

Epps, Holloway, DeLoach & Hoipkemier, LLC

1220 Langford Drive

Building 200-101

Watkinsville, Georgia 30677
an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 30 days after service of
this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, judgment by
default will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

This 26th day of June, 2019.
Clerk of Superior Court

7 QUL

Greg G. Allen, Clerk
Forsyth County, Georgia
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This complaint is part of ClassAction.org's searchable class action lawsuit database and can be found in this
post: FCA Facing Class Action Over Alleged Jeep Wrangler ‘ Death Wobble'



https://www.classaction.org/news/fca-facing-class-action-over-alleged-jeep-wrangler-death-wobble



