IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

CORINNE CRABTREE, JOSHUA
SCHEUN, CARL JOHNSON, MICHAEL Case No. 2025CH000063
| PLASKY, TYLER GRENE CHANCE, :

JAMES BAUM, KENE BROWN, and ANN T
CATALDO individually and on behalf of ail ' -
others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,
. S | _ “MAR 092028 _
ALPHA BAKING CO., INC., - - ﬁa# 08, lotont cron onhe
. ) _ Cirguit Court
Defendant.

ORDER PRELIMINARILY APPROVING
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT

This fhétter having come before this Court for an Order préiiminérily ceﬁifjing the
Se‘ttlérﬁent Class and preliminarily approving a Settlement between Plaintiffs Corine Crabtree,
Joshua Scheun, Carl Johnson, Michaél Plasky, Tyler Grene Chance, James Baum, Kene Brown,
and Ann Cataldo, individually, and on behalf of the proposed Settlement Class, and Defendant

‘Alpha Baking Co., Inc., and this Court having reviewed the Settlement Agreement and attachments

..thereto, executed by the Parties and submitted to the Court with Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for

_:Prelimina'r'y' Approval of Class Action Settlement;
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED as follows:

1 This Preliminary Approval Order incdrpofétesthe Agtéement, and the tefms used

herein shall have the meanings and/or definitions given to them mthe Agreement, as submittedto -~

the Court with the Motion. .~~~ - . ... .

2. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to TIL. Const. art. VI, §9, and



personal jurisdiction over the Parties’é}lf:fbfe it. Additionally, venue is proper in this Cc)urt undm
735 ILCS 5/2-101(2). I o L I
. 3. _...-"'Fc}rpmposés of the Settlemient onij’,.-a;né {:‘(}n&itibmzd“upon the ESettiem'.t::ntzfeceiving B
'.Fi_na:ﬂ Approval following the Final Approval Hearing, this Court heréby conditionally ce'rtiﬁés. g : R
‘pursuant to Section 2-801 of the llinois Code of Civil Procedure, the Settlemient Class defined as
follows and subject to the stated éxclusions below:

| all lving individuals whose Private Infbm’a’atién'méjf have bééh'impﬁctéd in the

Data Incident and who were sént notice of this Settlement.

Ep;;cludeé from the Settlement Classare: (a) all persons who are directors dnd officers of
'.'E}e'fendam; (b} governmental entities; and {¢) the judge assigned to the Action, that judge’s
_immediate family, and Court staff.

4, The C‘:(mr.t. f.’m&é that, for purp(}ses .(.)f' Settlement orify, the prerequisites to -cié‘s;s’ '
"é'c'“tion treatment under Sectiont 2-801 of the Hlinois Code of Civil Procedure have been
Pi"élin‘iimﬁ.‘rily satisfied: (a) the number of members of".{he'.Seﬁiement Class is so numerous that -
joinderis impracticable; (b) there are questions of law and fact common to the mentbers of the
Settlement Class: (c) the claims of the Plaintiffs are typical of the claims of the members of the
'Setﬂement Class; (d) Plaintiffs are adequate representatives for the Settlement Cfass_, and have
fe‘taiﬁed experienced and adequate Class Counsel; (e) the quiestions of law and fact common to the
members of the Settlement Class predominate over 'atﬁjy‘ questions ‘affecting any individual
members of the Settlement Class: and (f) a class action is superiof to the othet available methods
for the fair and efficient adjudication of the controversy.

5. For purposes of setilement onEy';..th'e Coutt finds and 'd.et'e'r'm'ines that Plaintiffs
.Cit;sriné Crabtree, Joshua Scheun, Carl Johnson, Michael Plasky, Tyler Grene Chance, James Baum,

Kene Brown, and Ann Cataldo will fatrly and adequately represent the interests of the Settlement -



6. For purposes of settlement only, the Court appoints as Class Counsel: Jeff Ostrow

of Kopelowitz Ostiow P.A and Gary Klinger of Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman

PLLC. -

7. Simpluris, Tnc. is appointed 4s Settlement Administrator. The Settlemeiit
Administrator shall abide by the terms and conditions of the Agreement that pertain to the

Settlement Adninistrator,

8. The Settlement, on the terms and ‘conditions stated ‘in the Agreemiert, is

preliminarily approved by this Court as being fair, reasonable, and adequate, free of collusion of -

indicia of unfairness, and within the range of possible final approval.

| 9. . The Final Approval Hearing will be held on , 2026 at e

a./p.m. before the Honorable Adam Giganti in Courtroom XX of the Sangamon County i

Complex, in the Circuit Court of Sangamon County, [llinois, located at 200 South 9th Street

Springfield, 1L 62701, fo consider: (a) the fairness, reasonableness and adequacy of the proposed

Settlement; (b) any objections made by Seitlement Class Members to the proposed Settlement; (c) '.

whether the Settlement should be finally approved by this Court; (d) Class Counsel’s Application
for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Award; and (¢) such other matters as this Court may deem
proper and riecessary. B R

10.  Class 'C"ou.z.l.sel' are to ﬁie and 'séﬁré the Motion for Final A'ppro:\./al,' including Ehé
A?p’iicatioﬁ for Aﬁbm’éjzé* Fees, Costs, and Service Award, -no later than 45 days before ‘the
original date set for the Final Approval Hearing. The Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and
Service Award will be heard concurrently with the request for Final Approval.

11, The proposed forins of Notice to the Settlement Class are attached to the Agreement



as Exhibits 1 and 2, and are hereby approved for the purpose of notifying the members of the

Settlement Class of the proposed Settlement, the Final Approval Hearing date, and the rights of

the members of the Settlement Class to opt-out of or object to the Seftlement, and it shall be sent -~

16 the members of the Settlement Class substantially in the forms approved. The Parties may by

mirtual written consent make non-substantive changes to the Notice without Court approval. The

Settlement Administration Costs will be paid trom the Seftlement Fund.

12, The Notice Program shall commence within 45 days following 'éntr‘y of this Ordet.

13, The Notice Program shall be substantially completed no later than 45 days before

the original date set for the Final Approval Hearing. The Long Form Notice shall be posted on the .

Settlement Website created by the Settlement Administrator and be available on request made to

the Settlement Administrator.

14,  In advance of the Final Approval Hearing, the Settlement Administrator shall
prepare a declaration confirming the Notice Program was completed in accordanice with the terms

of this Agreement and the Preliminary Approval Order, déscribing how the Noticé Program was

completed. indicating the number of Claim Farms received, providing the names of each individual
in the Settlement Class who timely and properly requested to opt-out from the Setﬂe’r‘nent Class,
{iréd'icatiﬁg the nuniber of objections récéived, and other information as may be necessary to allow
the Parties 1o seek and obtain Final Approval.

15. . The Postcard Notice and Long Form N(}'ti.cé., as et forth in Exhibits 1 and 2 to the

Agieement, and approved by this Preliminary Approval Order, is the best notice practicable, and
is teasonably calculated, under the circumstances, to apprise the members of the Settiement Class

of the pendency of the Action and their right to participate in, object to, or exclude themselves

from the Settlement. This Court further finds that the Postcard Notice and Long Form Notice are



due and sufficient notice of the Final Approval Hearing date, the Settlement; the Motion for Final

Approval and Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Award, and other matters set |

forth in the Agreement, and that the Postcard Notice and Long Form Notice fully satisfy the =

requireiments of Section 2-803 of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure and the Due Process

Clause(s) of the Iifinois Constitution, to all persons entitled thereto.

16, - Any member of the Settlement Class who inténds to object to the fairriess. -

reasonableness, and adequacy of the Settlement, including Class Counsel's Application for

Attomeys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Awards, must object in writing and send the objection by mail

to the Clerk of Coutt, Class Counsel, Defendant’s Counseél, and the Settlement Administrator. For - |
4n objcction to be considered by the Court, the objection must be submitted no later than the last

day of the 'Obje'étion?eriod! as specified in the Notice. If submitted by mail, an objection shall be

deemed to have beén submitted when posted 1f received with a postmark date indicated on thé

envelope if mailed first-class postage prepaid and addressed th accordanice with the instructions.

i submitied by private courier (e.z.. Federal Express), an objection shall be deemed to have beefi

submitted o ‘the shipping date reflected on the shipping label. There shall be no combined.
éoliec‘tiveﬁ or joint objections and, in the event any combined, 'édiieﬁtév'e:,_ or joint objections are
éLtbmit&:d,: they shall be deemed invalid asto all such persons. . ...
17.  Fotan objection to considered by the Court, the objection must also set forth:
(1) ~ The name of this case, which is Crabtree et al. v, Alpha Baking Co., fﬁlc..-_,
! ‘Sangamon County Circuit Court, Case No. 2025CHO00063; e
(.'i'i)'.. the objector’s full name, mailiig address, telephone numben“and.etnail

address (if any);

(iil) ~all grounds for the -ije-cti('m,; accompanied by any legal support for the -



(iv) ~ the riumber of times the objector has objected to a class action séttlément’
within the five years preceding the date that the objector filesthe objection,
the caption of each case in which the objector has made such objection, and

~‘acopy of any orders related to or raling upon the objector’s prior objections
that weré issued by the trial and é‘ppeliate courts in each listed case;

{v) .th'e identity of all counsel who represent the objector, including any former
or current counsel who may be entitled to compensation for any reason

- related to the objection to the Settlément and/or Application for Attorneys’
Fees. Costs, and Service Awards: -

(vi)  the number of times in which the obj.é.(.:;{or"s counsel and/or counsel’s '_iéw

~ firm have objected to a class action settlement ﬁthin the five years

. brece(iing the date of the filed objection, tlie caption of each case in which
counsel or the firm has made such objection and a copy of any orders related
to or ruling upon counsel s or the counsel’s law fitm’s prior objections that
were issued by the trial and appellate courts in each listed case in which the
o'.bjector’s counsél and/or counsel’s law firm have objected to a class action”
settlement within the preceding five years;

(vii) - the identity of all counsel (if any) répreseiiting the objéctor, and whether

- they will appear at the Final Approval Hearing: -

(viii) a list of all persons who will be called to testify at the Final 'Approval

Hearing in support of the objection (if any);

(ix)  a statement confirming whether the objector intends to personally appear



and/or testity at the Final Approval Hearing; and

{(x) - the objector’s signature {an attorney’s signature is not sufficient).

Any member of the Settlement Class who does not provide a timely and written objection shall
have waived any objection and shall forever be foreclosed from making any objection to the
fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of the proposed Settlement and Class Counsel’s Application

for Attorneys™ Fees, Costs, and Service Award.

18, Members of the Settlement Class may elect to opt-out of the Settlement Class at

any time duririg the Opt-Out Period. In the event a'member of the Settlement. Class wishes to opt- |

out of the Settlement Class and not to be bound by the Agreemient, that person must tail a written

‘request to opt-out to the Settlement Administrator postmarked no later than the last day of the Opt-

Out Period. The opt-out request must be personally signed by the Settlement Class member and
-ébriiain the nanie, address, telephone number, and email address (if any), and include 4 statement
‘indicating afi*equest to be excluded from the Settlement Class. Any individual in the Settlement
Class ‘who does not timely -aﬁ.d"\.faii'diy"requ'csf' to opt out shall be bound by the tfe';;ins of this
‘Agreemient even i he or she-does not submit a Valid Claim: There shall be no combined, collective,
or joint opt-out requests and, in the evez’it.-aﬂy Cnmbine'd., coli@éﬁive;.or joint 0pt~0i1t réquests are

submitted, they shall be deemed void as to all such persons.

19, Any member of the Settlentent Class who submits a fimely opt-out request may not

file an objection to the Settlement and shall bé decmied to have waived any rights of benefits under |

the Agreement.

20, All pretrial proceedings in this Action are stayed and suspended until further order -

of this Court. except such actions as may be necessary to implement the Agreenient and this



21, Inthe event that (a) this Court does not finally approve the Settlement as provided

in'the A greemeﬁt; (b) this Court does niot enter the Final Approval Order as provided in all material
respects and substantial form set forth in the Agreement; or (¢) the Seftlement does not become -
final for any other reason consistenit with the terms of the Agréeient, the Agreerﬁetat shall besall -
and void and any order'oir judgment entered by this Court in furtherance of the Settlement shall be
vacated nunc pm iunc. Tn such a case, the Parties shall proceed in all respects 'aé if the Agreement |
had not been executed and the Parties shall in no way be prejudiced in proceeding with or -
.déféﬁdiﬁg this litigation, the conditional tﬁliass certification effected herein will be null and void, !
and Defendant shall have the tight to object to tertification of the Settlement Class or any othier
class at any future time.

22, For the benefit of 'ﬂle Settléiﬁefa{ ClaSs and to protect this Court’s jurisdiction, t.his. -
Co’u;"t retains continuing jurisdiction over the settlement proceedings to ensure the effectuation
thereof in accordance with the Settlement 'preiiminérily ap_provéd herein and the related orders of
this Court.

23, The Pér'tié.s., are directed 1o carry {mi'théir abligations undéf the Agreeneit.

24, Class Counsel shall serve a copy of this Preliminary Approval Order on all named
p'a:rti.'ei; or their counsel within seven days of receipt.

Summary of Applicable Dates

“Deadline to commence Notice Prégram o 45 days'. after entry of
: the Preliminary.
Approval Order

Deadline to complete Nofice Program 45 days before the
initially scheduled Final
Approval Hearing

Diaaﬁid'li.:ie”.td File Motion for Final 'Api}rovél, 45 days betore the




including  Class  Counsel’s  Application  for | imtially scheduled Final
| Attorneys’ Fees, Costs, and Service Award - Approval Hearing
Opt-Out Period Ends — T 60 days after the Notice
Date
Objection Period Ends 60 days after the Notice
Date
Claim Form Deadline | . 60 days after the Notice
Date
Final .Ap.pmval ﬁéaring 7-X{ 2076 at
: R0 a«m/m )

1T IS SO ORDERED.

Dated: TS5




